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AFTERSHOCKS  OF  THE  ’89  EARTHQUAKE 


- by  Brian  Doohan 

the  1906  earthquake’s  impact  was 
multiplied  and  magnified  by  fires  which  broke 
out  as  a result  of  a shattered  infrastructure 
thjt  of  1989  has  also  done  so...  this  time  as  a 
consequence  of  the  collapsing  of  the  moral 
and/or  economic  infrastructure. 

Since  October  17th,  several  reports  of 
looting  and  three  fires  have  swept  the  most 
severely  damaged  region  on  Shotwell  between 
17th  and  18th  Streets.  The  most  serious,  oc- 
curring Thanksgiving  morning,  virtually  as- 
sures the  razing  of  a whole  half-block. 

Fire  Investigator  Ron  Morehan  said  that 
a suspect  had  been  observed,  but  not  ap- 
prehended at  the  site  of  an  October  25th  fire. 
Shortly  after  the  Thanksgiving  blaze  a man 
described  as  "mentally  disturbed"  was  taken 
into  custody  for  possession  of  lighted  highway 
flares,  but  Morehan  has  not  closed  the  case. 
"This  was  a very  fast-moving  fire,"  he  told  the 
News. 

As  winter  nears,  police  have  reported 
other  incidents  of  homeless  people  breaking 
into  damaged  buildings  such  as  those  at  14th 
and  South  Van  Ness.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
Shotwell  buildings  were  refused  earthquake 
insurance  but  most  were  granted  fire 
coverage. 

These  investigations  continue  but 
whatever  their  conclusion  the  verdict  has  been 
already  handed  down  against  a political  and 
economic  system  that,  on  the  one  hand,  vir- 
tually forces  victims  to  burn  their  useless 
properties  with  the  accompanying  risk  to  the 
lives  and  property  of  their  neighbors  while,  on 
the  other,  condemning  the  dangerously  in- 
sane to  roam  the  streets,  cold  and  homeless, 
until  their  anger  ignites  the  homes  of  those 
whom  they  believe  to  be  their  persecutors. 

It  is  the  duty  of  those  in  power  to  effect 
change  by  prompt  reformation  of  both  home- 
less policies  and  the  insurance  law. 

And  the  destiny  of  the  rest  of  us  to  wait. 

"A  HOUSING  HORROR... " 


On  November  20,  the  Mayor’s  Office  of 
Housing  reported  that  818  residential 
buildings  containing  5,555  units  had  been 
given  either  red  or  yellow  tags,  necessitating 
extensive  (and  expensive)  repairs  or,  in  some 
cases,  demolition. 

Of  these,  19  buildings  containing  217 
units  were  red-tagged  in  the  South  of  Market- 
Mission  areas  covered  by  zip  codes  94103  and 
94110,  while  99  buildings  and  643  units 
received  the  less  drastic  yellow  tags. 

The  citywide  repair  bill  will  amount  to 
over  $200  million  which  "tenants  will  pay,"  ac- 
cording to  Tom  Jones  of  the  MOH.  Jones 
predicts  that  many  damaged  but  repairable 
units  will  be  lost  because  "a  lot  of  housing  is 
going  to  go  into  bankruptcy"  where  u will  be 
tied  up  in  the  courts  and  remain  vacant  for 
years. 

With  less  housing  available,  the  upward 
pressure  on  rents  is  already  beginning  to 
manifest,  according  to  Jim  Faye  of  the  San 
Francisco  Tenants’  Union  which  has  been 
taking  twice  the  number  of  cases  that  it  usual- 
ly would  this  time  of  year. 

"Some  people  want  to  know  if  they  can 
break  their  leases  and  just  leave,"  said  Faye. 
"Others  who  have  lost  their  jobs,  especially  in 
the  retail  and  tourist  trades,  are  being  evicted. 
Displaced  people  want  to  know  when  they  can 
come  back  to  their  apartments  and  everyone 
is  concerned  about  the  quality  of  repairs." 

Following  the  quake,  the  Supervisors 
passed  emergency  legislation  to  speed  up  the 
repair  process  but  the  haste  with  which  it  was 
drawn  allows  for  ambiguities  that  have  tenant 
advocates  worried.  The  most  immediate  of 
these  is  the  question  of  the  extent  to  which 
earthquake  repair  bills  can  be  passed  along  to 
renters.  A current  10%  "cap"  on 
"passthrough"  repair  bills  is  being  challenged 
by  landlords  who  asking  that  rent  controls  be 
suspended  to  allow  rents  on  damaged  apart- 
ments be  raised  to  market  rate.  Tenants,  on 
the  other  hand,  are  expected  to  intensify  calls 
for  vacancy  rent  control  to  preserve  the 


remainder  of  the  City’s  affordable  housing 
stock. 

Among  the  casualties  of  the  quake  was 
the  San  Francisco  Rent  Board  whose  building 
is  scheduled  for  demolition  and  whose  offices 
are  expected  to  remain  closed  for  a few  more 
weeks.  When  they  reopen,  Faye  predicted, 
the  Rent  Board  is  likely  to  be  "swamped"  from 
both  ends...  tenants  asking  for  rent  reductions 
due  to  loss  of  services  and  landlords  asking  for 
increases  due  to  repair  expenses. 

Delene  Wolf  of  the  Rent  Board  staff 
predicts  that  the  extraordinary  demand  for 
the  services  of  contractors  will  delay  repairs 
and  that  some  landlords  may  use  this  as  an  ex- 
cuse to  "constructively  evict"  tenants  by  allow- 
ing hazardous  conditions  to  remain  until  the 


T^y  a unanimous  vote,  the  San  Francisco 
Board  of  Supervisors  voted  to  overturn  a 
decision  by  the  Department  of  Public  Works 
to  limit  Carnaval  to  a one-day  event  instead  of 
the  customary  two. 

The  decision  came  on  the  heels  of  a settle  - 
ment  negotiated  between  Carnaval 
promoters  Mission  Economic  and  Cultural 
Association  (MECA),  neighbors  concerned 
with  drinking  and  rowdmess  and  officers  from 
Mission  Police  Station. 

The  agreement  places  stronger  restric- 


tenants  give  up  and  move  out.  "If  people  can't 
move  back  into  their  apartments,  nothing  is 
being  done  to  mitigate  this  housing  horror." 
And  while  she  notes  that  some  sharp  tenants 
are  driving  "hard  bargains"  to  get  rent  cuts  in 
the  Marina,  Jones  feels  that  the  overall  trend 
will  be  higher  rents  within  a few  months,  citing 
some  who  have  suggested  that  "the 
earthquake  was  a real-estate  gold  mine. 

"Rents  will  even  go  up  in  the  Marina,"  he 
predicted,  "because  people’s  memories  are 
short." 

A tenant  attorney,  Carrie  Gold,  has  sug- 
gested that  the  crowding  of  the  Rent  Board 
calendar  may  lead  both  landlords  and  tenants 
to  take  their  disputes  to  Small  Claims  Court 
Continued  On  Page  6 


lions  on  beer  sales  during  Carnaval,  Cinco  de 
Mayo  and  the  24th  Street  Fair;  reducing 
booths,  barring  glass  bottles  and  bolstering 
safeguards  against  the  sale  of  alcohol  to 
minors. 

At  the  crowded  hearing,  both  MECA  and 
neighbors  praised  the  police,  particularly  Mis- 
sion Captain  Michael  Brush. 

The  two-day  policy  was  helpful  this  year 
when  the  first  day  of  Carnaval  was  beset  by 
strong  winds  and  the  first  day  of  the  24th 
Street  Fair  by  heavy,  unseasonal  rains. 


ARSON  SUSPECT  VANISHES 


police  and  fire  arson  investigators 
attempt  to  unravel  the  problem  of  fires  in 
earthquake  damaged  buildings,  particularly 

on  Shotwell  Street,  news  arrives  that  Jose 
Alonso,  arrested  in  the  July  arson  fire  at  Sefi’s 
Restaurant  at  16th  and  Guerrero,  was 
released  on  bail  and  did  not  show  up  for  trial. 


According  to  police,  a warrant  has  been  is- 
sued for  Alonso.  Joe  Kennedy  of  the  Arson 
Task  Force  was  unavailable  for  comment  by 
press  time. 

Alonso  was  captured  in  the  hospital  where 
he  had  gone  after  being  burned  in  the  fire  he 
allegedly  set  on  July  17th.  The  building  was 
seriously  damaged  and  remains  vacant. 


BULLETINS 

TWO  DAY  CARNAVAL  OK'D 
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1,000  BUSINESS  CARDS 


OR  1.000  BUSINES  CARDS 
2 COLORS  $59.50  + tax 


$29“ 
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Black  Ink 

White  or  Beige  Paper 
Logo  $3  extra 
Blue  Ink:  $3  extra 


EXAMINER  I 

252-08591 

3690  - 18th  St.,  ( Dolores  St.)  S.F. 


Picture  Yourself 

Actors,  Musicians,  Models,  Dancers. 
8x10  B/W  Photos,  5 to  500 
Visual  Marketing  Gets  Results! 
CALL  NOW  FOR  INFORMATION 
SF  Photo  Conspiracy,  863-6462 


ADOBE  BOOKSHOP 
3166  16THST.  864-3936 


CHECK  US  OUT! 


BETWEEN  VALENCIA  & GUERRERO 


OLD,  RARE,  SCHOLARLY, 
& HARD  TO  FIND 

BUYING  & SELLING  IMPORTANT  & 
USEFUL  BOOKS  IN  ALL  FIELDS 


Defies  Description 


\\M 


SUNDAY  12  - 6 
TUE  - THURS  12  - 6 
FRIDAY  & SATURDAY  11  - 7 
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C-POPS  GOES  TO  THE  MISSION 


JERRY  NEITZ  WRITES  A CITATION  ON  CLARION  ALLEY 


You  have  heard  of  the  Manhattaiuzation  of 
the  San  Francisco  skyline,  but  how  about 
a more  positive  trend  from  New  York  called 
CPOP?  CPOP.  or  Community  Police  Officer 
Program,  is  coming  to  San  Francisco’s  Mission 
District  after  success  in  New  York  City.  CPOP 
is  aprogram  that  has  officers  out  of  their  cars  and 
involved  in  neighborhoods;  members  of  the 
CPOP  squad  are  to  be  more  than  beat  cops. 

According  to  Sergeant  McNeill,  who  is 
coordinating  the  program,  CPOP  officers  “will 
work  with  merchants  and  residents  towards  the 
solution  of  crimes  and  quality  of  life  problems". 
Thai’s  right,  the  boys  (and  girls)  in  blue  will 
soon  be  in  your  neighborhood,  or  may  already 
be  there  trying  to  help  you  solve  your  problems. 

However,  before  you  think  your  answers  to 
petty  and  auto  crimes  are  over,  note  that  the 
program  will  run  only  in  the  Mission  Con-idor. 
CPOP  coverage  will  be  between  15th  and  25th 
Streets  and  Valencia  and  Harrison;  so  if  you  live 
above  Valencia  you  need  to  rely  on  the  usual 
channels.  However,  if  the  program  is  successful 
in  the  pilot  zone  of  the  Mission  Corridor,  the 


program  could  be  extended  to  a larger  area. 

So  what  makes  a CPOP 'cop  different  than 
the  usual  member  of  the  SFPD?  According  to 
Sgt.  McNeill,  all  the  participating  officers  vol- 
unteered for  the  squad,  were  approved  by  the 
District  Captain  for  their  skills  in  problem  solv- 
ing and  flexibility,  as  well  as  their  willingness  to 
work  within  a community  and  build  up  rapport. 
Members  of  the  squad  are  seeking  permanent 
change  to  problems  that  plague  residents  and 
merchants  in  the  Mission  District. 

The  officers  selected  for  the  Mission  corri- 
dor CPOP  patrol  are  Jerry  Neitz  and  E.  T. 
(Eubie)  Mohrman. 

CPOP  will  give  each  officer  abeat  and  it  will 
become  his/her  responsibility  to  identify  what 
the  problems  are  in  that  particular  area  as  well  as 
finding  out  what  the  residents  and  merchants  of 
that  area  believe  the  problems  to  be.  Each 
officer  will  become  involved  in  the  community 
and  attend  (or,  if  necessary,  facilitate)  neighbor- 
hood and  merchant  meetings.  One  of  the  pri- 
mary goals  is  to  reduce  the  number  of  C-calls. 

In  San  Francisco  there  are  three  types  of 
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HOLIDAY  CELEBRATION 

SOMETHING  FOR  EVERYONE  ! 


i 


fists 

FORMAL  wear 


D-E.s.^ 


TUXEDO  SPECIAL 

FREE  SHIRT.  CUMMERBUND.  BOW-TIE. 
STUDS  & CUFFLINKS 

WITH  EVERY  NEW  TUXEDO  PURCHASE 
OVER  $269.00 

CUSTOM-MADE  DRESS  SP^ 


FREE  BOLERO  JACKET  WITH. 
CUSTOM  DRESS  < 

OF  $150  00  OR  M< 


FREE  SHOES  WITH  EVE 


TUXEDO  RENTAL 


FINEST 
GROUP 
LAST  MINUTE 

OUR  BEST. 


ruCESSORIES 
^CORPORATE  RATES 
HONE-IN  ORDERS  WELCOME 
5ELIVERY  AVAILABLE 

KlE  EVER  AT  ALL  THREE  LOCATIONS 


371  WES. 


1233  SUTTER  STREET 
Near  Van  Ness  Avenue 

PORTAL  AVE  673-0626  2093  MISSION  STREET 

bar  15th  Avenue  Near16th  Street  / BART 

566  4544  552-7613 

...THE  ONLY  CHOICE 
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calls  that  police  respond  to;  classified  as  A,  B 
and  C.  ‘‘A’’  calls  are  life  threatening  emergen- 
cies or  when  crimes  are  in  the  progress  of  occur- 
ring; they  get  top  priority.  A "B”  call  is  when  an 
officer  is  needed  as  soon  as  possible  for  a "non- 
threatening,  but  recent  crime”  as  well  as  prop- 
erty (not  necessarily  auto)  damage.  The  third 
and  most  frequent  type  of  call  is  the  "C”  call,  in 
which  there  "is  no  likelihood  of  bodily  harm”. 

C-calls  include  the  type  of  things  that  can 
make  urban  dwelling  miserable.  For  example, 
parking  violations,  blocked  driveways  and 
hydrants,  loud  stereos  and  auto  vandalism  all 
constitute  C-calls.  Anyone  who  has  recently 
tried  calling  the  police  for  these  criminal  incon- 
veniences knows  only  too  well  the  lack  or  lag  of 
response.  I,  like  most  other  people  who  live  and 
work  in  the  Mission,  can  detail  a litany  of 
frustrated  attempts  to  get  a police  response  to  C- 
calls. 

CPOP  hopes  to  solve  some  of  the  problems 
that  cause  “C”  category  crimes.  Sergeant 
McNeill  hopes  that,  through  facilitating  block 
clubs  and  neighborhood  watches,  the  situations 
that  cause  these  problems  can  be  prevented  and 
avoided.  He  also  hopes  that  the  police  can  help 
with  resource  referrals  and  problem  solving. 
The  idea  with  CPOP  is  to  be  calling  the  police  to 
solve  problems,  not  to  report  crimes. 

However,  in  the  beginning,  the  program  will 
probably  entail  that  ninety  percent  of  the  time 


spent  in  CPOP  be  devoted  to  enforcement  and 
the  remaining  ten  percent  to  problem  solving. 
The  plan  with  CPOP  is  to  reduce  the  number  of 
calls  from  areas  that  have  a history  of  high 
incidence  of  crime  reports.  Specific  areas  will 
be  targeted  for  attention;  issues  of  maintenance, 
vacant  lots,  lighting  and  autos  are  all  areas  that 
will  merit  attention. 

To  find  out  how  you  can  get  involved  with 
CPOP,  call  647-CPOP  and  ask  for  information. 
That  number  is  not  dispatch  or  emergency,  but 
strictly  CPOP. 

Nancy  Netherland 


Fine  Custom  Framing 
& Gallery 
Enmarcacion  Fina 
Y Galena  de  Arte 


WORKING 
INSIDE  OUT 

Tools  ‘for  -Change 


MARGO  • ADAIR 


Qive  a gift  of  empowerment! 

“Working  Inside  Out " is  full  of  tools  that 
empower  individuals  to  change  their  own 
lives.”  — Starhawk 

"Adair  offers  her  commitment  and  her 
guidance  with  care  and  peace-ful 
purpose.”  — Holly  Near 

Gift  Certificates  available. 

Call  Margo  Adair:  861-6838 
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Start  the  90’s  with  powerful 
visions!  Join  us  January  1 in 

MEDITATION  AND  CIRCLES. 


ATTENTION  ALL  16TH 

AND  VALENCIA  ST.  MERCHANTS 

COME  JOIN  YOUR  FELLOW  MERCHANTS 
AT  THE  16TH  STREET  MERCHANTS  ASSN. 

MEETING. 

OUR  LAST  MEETING  WAS  ATTENDED  BY 
SEVERAL  HIGH-POWERED  AND  CONCERNED 
MERCHANTS.  DISCUSSION  FOCUSED  ON  KEY 
PROBLEMS  PLAGUING  MERCHANTS  ALONG  THE 
16TH  AND  VALENCIA  STREETS  CORRIDOR. 

YOUR  INPUT  IS  VALUED  AND  NECESSARY  IN 
ORDER  FOR  US  TO  WORK  TOGETHER  TO  ADDRESS 
THE  PROBLEMS  ON  OUR  STREETS.  COME  JOIN 
US  AT  OUR  NEXT  MEETING.  SEE  YOU  THEREI 

LOCATION:  THE  ROXIE  CINEMA,  3117  16TH  ST. 

TIME:  2 PM  TO  3 PM 
DATE:  TUESDAY, DECEMBER  6,  1989 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CALL  DAVID  SPERO  AT 
626-2882  OR  RICARDO  NOGUERA  OF  MEDA  AT 


282-3334. 
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by  Bemd  Pick 

What  is  a “good"  neighborhood?  That  de- 
pends whom  you  ask.  One  answer,  by 
realtors,  might  be  that  high  property  prices  and 
high  rents  guarantees  that  working  class  people 
and  other  bums  are  kept  out.  Some  rich  folks 
buy  into  that  (pun  intended).  Segregation  by 
income.  Many  other  people  have  many  other 
answers.  That's  good.  It  has  to  be  seen  as  a sign 
of  vitality  when  the  residents  of  an  area  start  to 
talk  to  each  other  and  act  on  determining  the  fate 
of  their  neighborhood. 

That  is  what  is  happening  in  the  Mission 
District.  Years  of  neglect  and  "tolerance”  al- 
lowed slumlords  and  slum  merchants  to  take 
over  the  area  and  define  its  character.  Not  the 
only,  but,  for  most  residents,  the  visible  blight  is 
the  booze  and  the  related  problems. 

Drunks  passed  out  on  the  sidewalks,  aggres- 
sive to  assaultive  panhandling,  broken  bottles 
all  over  the  streets,  urinating  in  doorways  and 
elsewhere,  vandalism  and  break-ins  arc  some  of 
the  direct  results  of  alcohol  abuse,  aiding  and 
abetted  by  the  overabundance  of  liquor  stores. 
Filthy  stores  seem  to  insure  that  only  drunkards 
will  not  be  offended  to  frequent  them . To  be  fair, 
not  all  violence  and  break-ins,  with  the  resulting 
comer  sales,  are  booze-related.  There  arc  prob- 
lems with  drugs  and  prostitution,  too. 

How  booze  infested  our  society  is  shown 
when  beer  companies  are  the  main  sponsors  for  ^ 
sporting  events,  are  the  main  underwriters  of . 
cultural  festivities,  and  the  local  paper  had  a 
regular  column  by  drunkard  Bill  Badd.  After  i 
Badd’s  liver  collapsed  under  an  OD  of  boozer, 
appropriately  named  F.  Deadbeat  took  over  to  1 
extol  the  virtue  of  low  life. 

In  contrast  to  the  description  above  it  has  to  1 
be  pointed  out  that  most  of  the  residents  are  not 
drunks  and  are  working  for  a living.  These 
residents,  unhappy  with  the  abuses  in  their  neigh- 
borhood, organize  in  increasing  numbers  and 
efforts  to  reclaim  the  Mission  from  the  booze 
barons. 

One  recent  neighborhood  block  meeting  took 
place  on  November  15,  organized  by  the  Syc- 


BOOZE  WARS  HEAT  UP 


amroc  Neighbors  and  CPOP,  the  Neighborhood 
Beat  Program.  In  addition  to  all  residents,  all 
liquor  store  owners  on  Mission  Street  between 
15th  and  19th  Streets  were  invited.  About  55 
residents,  1 store  owner  and  1 store  manager 
attended.  The  residents  heard  different  stories 
about  liquor  stores. 

Carlos  Martinez  from  Dumont's  on  1 6th 
near  Mission  reported  how  he  changed  the 
composition  of  his  customers  and  the  character 
of  his  store.  By  changing  the  interior,  raising  the 


Send  the  report  to  CPOP,  Mission  Police 
Station,  1240  Valencia  Street,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94110,  or  directly  to  the  Department  of 
Alcohol  Beverage  Control,  185  Berry  Street, 
Suite  5600,  San  Francisco,  CA  94107. 

As  another  possibility  to  fight  abusive  store 
owners,  it  was  mentioned  to  look  into  the  possi- 
bility that  each  affected  resident  sues  each  of- 
fending store  owner  in  Small  Claims  Court  for 
being  a public  nuisance.  With  $2,000  per  law- 
suit, the  economics  might  be  persuasive. 


The  neighborhood  meeting  voted  by  accla- 
mation to  declare  "Mission  Groceries”,  between 
Sycamore  and  18th  Streets,  as  the  worst  of- 
fender in  liquor  sales  abuses. 

As  the  residents  left  the  meeting,  many 
continued  the  discussion  on  how  to  improve 
their  neighborhood.  And  that's  what  a "good" 
neighborhood  is  all  about.  The  residents  see 
their  neighborhood  and  its  destiny  as  "theirs" 
and  act  accordingly. 


prices  for  liquor  and  experimenting  with  the 
variety  of  merchandise,  Carlos  was  able  to  trans- 
fer the  store  from  a booze  outlet  to  a neighbor- 
hood serving  grocery  store.  Doing  this  transfor- 
mation slowly  made  the  process  possible  with- 
out major  economic  hardship. 

The  manager  of  the  other  store.  Lakeside, 
started  with  “What’s  the  problem?"  He  later 
continued  that  he  understands  the  gripes  of  the 
neighbors  but  the  stores  “have  problems  not  to 
sell"  like  threats  of  vandalism.  Probably  meant 
as  a defense,  the  manager  mentioned  that  his 
store,  like  many  others,  sells  about  $10,000 
worth  of  liquor  per  month.  With  an  inventory  to 
last  till  next  March,  it  would  be  a "hardship"  to 
reduce  the  liquor  sales. 

The  vast  majority  of  the  audience  lhanke 
the  manager  for  coming  but  made  clear  that  they 
saw  things  differently.  A spontaneously  writter 
petition  urged  liquor  store  owners  to  start  reduc 
ing  the  sale  of  cheap  liquor  and  to  start  now 
That  petition,  with  its  44  signatures,  will  be 
given  to  the  most  offensive  store  owners  to  sho 
them  that  the  residents  of  this  area  are  serious 
about  fighting  the  abuses  of  liquor  sale. 

Meanwhile  the  audience  educated  itself  about 
the  different  options.  The  strongest  point  against 
a store  owner  would  be  an  arrest  by  a police 
officer  in  the  act  of  selling  liquor  to  an  inebriate 
or  a minor.  That  will  not  happen  too  often  for 
obvious  reasons.  But  any  resident  can  file  a 
report  if  witnessing  violations  of  the  liquor  sales 
laws.  Such  a report  should  be  detailed  in  the 
description  of  the  When,  Where,  What,  Who  of 
the  incident. 


WORST  NEIGHBORHOOD  BUSINESS  AWARD 


The  Executive  Committee  of  the  North 
Mission  Association  deviated  from  itspastprac- 
tice  to  name  a “Model  Business  of  the  Month". 

Instead,  it  picked  up  the  idea  from  the  No- 
vember 1 5 neighborhood  meeting  and  bestowed 
a "Worst  Neighborhood  Business  Award".  This 
dubious  honor  goes  to  Mission  Groceries.  2128 
Mission  Street  between  Sycamore  and  18th. 

It  is  hard  to  pass  this  store  without  noticing 
it  due  to  the  steady  crowd  in  its  entrance;  drunk 
and  unruly  at  all  times.  The  store  and  the  hotel 
building  that  houses  the  store  belongs  to,  and  is 


operated  by,  Patel  Enterprises.  In  the  past,  the 
store  had  to  pay  for  violations  and  is  currently  on 
probation 

Within  the  seven-month  period  from  Janu- 
ary 1 through  July3lofthis  year,  the  police  were 
called  115  (onehundredandfifteen)  limes  be- 
cause of  various  complaints. 

Mission  Groceries  has,  by  far,  the  longest 
complaint  record  in  the  neighborhood  and  de- 
serves the  “Worst  Neighborhood  Business 
Award”. 


DANIEL  CREAMERY 

RETAIL  STORE  NOW  OPEN  TO  THE 
PUBLIC  AT  WHOLESALE  PRICES 
780  VALENCIA  (AT  19th  ST.) 


Over  200  Cheeses 


A full  line  of  imported  and  domestic  cheeses 
Also,  specializing  in  fresh  California  dairy 
products,  eggs,  cream,  milk,  butter 

* Laura  Chenel's  Chevre  * Sadie  Kendall  Creme  Fraiche 

* Redwood  Hills  Farms  Goat  Products  * Mozzarella  Fresca 


780  VALENCIA  (AT  19th  ST.) 

Open  Tuesday  thru  Saturday  7 am  - 7 pm 
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TENANTS  SUE  LANDLORD  FOR  $10  MILLION 


- by  Roger  Levin 

In  November,  the  nine  month  old  rent  strike 
by  tenants  at  540  Capp  Street  shifted  into  high 
gear  with  the  filing  of  a ten  million  dollar 
lawsuit  on  their  behalf  by  Bayside  Legal 
Advocates,  a tenants’  rights  law  firm  in  the 
Mission. 

Some  87  tenants  in  22  of  the  building’s 
rental  units  are  currently  withholding  rent 
from  landlady  Mercedes  Willis.  The  tenants 
have  also  formed  a building-wide  tenants’ 
union  and  have  started  a legal  fund  to  defend 
against  the  eviction  notices  they  received  from 
Willis  in  early  September.  They  have  been 
working  closely  with  the  San  Francisco 
Tenants’  Union  and  St.  Peter’s  Housing  Com- 
mittee, as  well  as  publicizing  their  grievances 
in  both  the  English  and  Spnish  language 
media,  and  at  a September  29  demonstration 
at  City  Hall. 

"We’re  not  trying  to  hurt  anyone,  but 
we’re  not  willing  to  be  pushed  around 
anymore  either,"  said  Gustavo  Roygoza,  a 
striking  tenant  who  has  lived  in  the  building 
nearly  two  years.  "We’re  organized,  and  we 
can  hold  out  for  as  long  as  it  takes  to  get  the 
building  in  decent  shape.  All  we  want  is  our 
rights.  Don’t  forget,  we  have  to  live  here. 

Willis,  in  the  September  15  issue  of  the 
San  Francisco  Independent,  responded  by 
calling  the  striking  tenants  "communists"  who 
want  to  "live  somewhere  for  nothing".  She 
claimed  that  "the  truth  is,  this  is  one  of  the 
best,  well-kept  buildings  in  San  Francisco." 

The  lawsuit  asks  for  both  actual  and  puni- 
tive damages,  as  well  as  court  orders  prohibit- 
ing Willis  from  operating  the  building  "in  a 
deteriorated,  defective,  hazardous,  unsafe 
and  uninhabitable"  manner,  and  from  taking 
actions  "which  threaten  the  safety  and  well 
being  of  plaintiffs,  from  attempting  to  unlaw- 
fully evict  plaintiffs,  from  interfering  with  the 
[rights  of  quiet  enjoyment]  of  plaintiffs  and 
from  otherwise  harassing  plaintiffs." 

The  suit  alleges  a variety  of  problems  in 
the  common  areas  of  the  building  including: 
severe  vermin  and  rodent  infestation; 
jammed  fire  escape  exit  doors  and  inoperative 
fire  alarms  and  sprinkler  systems;  exposed 
electrical  wiring  throughout;  defective  plumb- 
ing and  sewer  blockage,  causing  flooding  and 
stench;  broken  glass  and  holes  through  which 
rodents  enter  the  building;  inadequate  build- 
ing security  allowing  vagrants  to  enter;  and 
ceilings  in  each  apartment  sprayed  with  asbes- 
tos which  have  been  water  damaged. 

It  also  claims  that  the  small  swimming 
pool  in  the  plaza  has  been  filled  with  horse 
manure.  "When  we  asked  [Willis]  about 


that,"  Roygoza  said,  "she  said  she  was  making 
a garden." 

According  to  the  suit  nearly  all  individual 
units  are  also  in  severe  disrepair.  Defective 
conditions  alleged  include:  inoperative  stoves, 
refrigerators  and  freezers;  healers  that  don’t 
function;  windows  which  don't  close  or  are 
damaged;  plumbing  leaks,  sometimes  causing 
water  damage;  short-circuiting  or  non- 
functioning electical  appliances;  broken 
closets  and  cabinets;  and  rodent  and  vermin 
infestation. 

The  suit  further  claims  that  Willis’  agents 
have  terrified  some  tenants’ young  children  by 
screaming  at  them  and  by  chasing  them 
around  the  property  with  video  cameras.  It 
asserts  that  some  tenants  have  been 
threatened  with  physical  violence,  that  per- 
sonal property  (including  money)  has  been 
stolen,  that  marijuana  and  garbage  have  been 
planted  in  Roygoza’s  vehicle  and  that  "a  large 
container  filled  with  gasoline  was  found 
directly  below"  his  apartment.  Roygoza  is 
married  and  has  three  children. 

Other  allegations  include  that  of  a five 
year  old  child  bitten  by  a rodent  in  his  apart- 
ment, and  that  another  child  who  has  a heart 
condition  has  been  forced  to  live  away  from 
his  parents  off  the  premisees  because  his 
medication  cannot  be  kept  cold,  as  required, 
due  to  an  inoperative  refrigerator. 

The  day  after  the  lawsuit  was  filed,  accord- 
ing to  Roygoza,  hot  water  throughout  the 
building  ceased  to  operate.  The  service  was 
restored  10  days  later  after  tenants  called  Su- 
pervisor Jim  Gonzales  at  City  Hall.  Willis  had 
reportedly  been  informed  of  the  problem  the 
same  day  the  hot  water  failed. 

The  rent  strike  began  in  March  of  this 
eyar,  soon  after  Willis  bought  the  building,  be- 
cause of  the  elimination  or  cut-back  of  pre- 
viously-offered services.  Security  cameras 
and  intercoms  at  the  front  gate  werexhscon- 
nected  and  the  gate’s  lock  removed,  the  swim- 
ming pool  and  sauna  were  closed,  tenants' 
cars  were  vandalized,  vagrants  and  prostitutes 
were  found  on  the  premises  and  marijuana 
roaches  and  hypodermic  needles  were  "all 
over  the  place",  according  to  Roygoza  who 
also  stated  that,  although  Willis  promised 
repeatedly  to  improve  conditions,  she  at- 
tempted at  the  same  time  to  raise  the  rents 
and  the  problems  have  continued  to  worsen. 

"All  we  want  is  to  get  our  rent  money’s 
worth.  All  we’re  asking  for  is  what  we  were 
paying  for,"  Roygoza  stated.  Right  now  we 
don’t  have  it.  The  cold  season  is  here.  It’s 
nearly  Christmas,  but  some  people  have  to 
cook  on  hot  plates.  It’s  bad.  Real  bad." 


Vem  Robinson.  A 21  Year  Resident  Of  540  Capp  Street  Stands  By 
Manure  Filled  Pool.  (Photo  By  Fuminori  Sato) 


San  Francisco 
Theatrical  Premiere 
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Serving  Two  Master; 


seven  days 

complete  shows  nightly  at  7:00,  9:15 
Sat-Sun  shows  at  2:00,  4:15,  7:00,  9:15 


THURS-WED 
DECEMBER 

7-13 

Opening  night  Will  be  a benefit  tor  South  Park  RoSid 
supportive  community  that  oilers  alternative  housing  for  single  low-income 
Opening  night  admission  S*;  no  passes  or  discounts 
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PIED,  PIPER 


San  Francisco 
Theatrical 


YORK 


2789  24th  Str—X 
San  Francisco 
(415)  282-0316 


Worker  owned 
and  operated 


buffet 

flat 

bookst°re 

Quality  Used  Books- Greeting 
Cards,  Postcards-  Jewelry  * * 

20  % Off 


20 


with  this  ad 

l Off 


Tu-Fri.  12-8  Sat.  12-7  Sun  12-6 

307 CORH-AnD  Ave- 

641-8247  at  BoCana 

************** 


Page  6 - North  Mission  News  - December,  1989 


THE  GOOD  HOMELESS,  THE  BAD 
HOMELESS  AND  THE  WHO-AND- 
WHERE-ARE-WE-  THIS-WEEK? 
HOMELESS 


streets  over  the  next  three  months  than  were 
killed  in  the  whole  Bay  Area  October  17th. 

"We  placed  a lot  of  people  receiving  the 
minimum  $34 1/month  benefits  in  housing  be- 
cause the  first  month’s  rent  was  paid,"  con- 
tends Walter  Park  of  the  San  Francisco 
Housing  Clearinghouse  (SFHC),  "but  many 
of  them  will  be  evicted  and  if  we  don’t  stabi- 
lize them  by  Christmas,  we’ll  have  blown  it." 


has  been  extensively  reported,  private 
and  public  aid  to  the  homeless  varied  widely 
for  the  "nouveau"  or  "Marina"  homeless  who 
were  bedded  down  comfortably  and  fed  on 
gourmet  delicacies  donated  from  many  of  San 
Francisco’s  finest  restaurants  and  the  chronic 
or  "homeless  homeless"  who  were  shuttled 
from  Moscone  Center  to  a Navy  ship  to  a 
Tenderloin  warehouse  with  the  exception  of  a 
lucky,  crafty  few  who  successfully  mingled 
with  the  Marinaoids. 

More  than  a month  has  passed;  most  of 
the  Marina  victims  have  been  placed  in  alter- 
nate housing  while  the  hardcore  population 
has  returned  to  the  streets  and  the  doorways 
of  Cardboard  City.  But  a near-invisible  seg- 
ment of  San  Francisco  encompassing  the  elite 
of  the  homeless  population  able  to  get  rooms 


quake  and  City  officials  are  reportedly  con- 
sidering putting  it  out  of  its  misery.  But  with 
winter  at  hand,  shelter  providers  fear  that  any 
of  the  gains  achieved  through  improving  inter- 
bureaucratic  cooperation  will  vaporize,  leav- 
ing San  Francisco  with  the  unenviable 
prospect  of  having  more  people  dying  on  City 


Incredibly  the  SFHC,  which  has  found 
housing  for  hundreds  of  very  low  income 
people,  was  defunded  on  November  20th  by 
the  Board  of  Supervisors  on  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  Mayor’s  Office  of  Community 
Development  (MOCD). 

The  Supervisors  have  apparantly  put  their 


AFTERSHOCKS 


Continued  from  Page  1 


which  "is  not  as  crowded  as  the  Rent  Board, 
yet,  but  will  be." 

Non-English  speaking  tenants  have  been 
particularly  victimized  with  Jones  complain- 
ing that  they  had  been  "left  completely  in  the 
dark"  by  the  City.  These  difficulties  were 
compounded  by  the  cultural  factors  influenc- 
ing refugees  such  as  the  fear  of  bombing  ex- 
perienced by  Southeast  Asian  or  of  further 
damage  on  the  part  of  those  who  lived 
through  the  quakes  in  Nicaragua  or  Mexico. 

The  Mission  Housing  Development  Cor- 
poration (MHDC)  has  joined  with  other 
agencies  providing  Spanish-language  tenants 
with  information  and  assistance  in  filling  out 
the  ubiquitous  forms.  A special  fund  for  the 
non-English  speaking  homeless  to  be  able  to 
pay  for  their  first,  last  and  security  is  also  being 
administered  by  MHDC  and  the  St.  Peter’s 
Housing  Committee.  For  further  informa- 
tion, contact  Myrna  Melgar  at  282-8877. 


in  the  controversial  Hotline  system,  as  well  as 
least-well-off  low-  income  homed  whose 
apartments  and  hotel  rooms  in  neighbor- 
hoods like  the  Mission  have  disappeared, 
remains  on  the  margins  of  society. 

The  Hotline  system  was  crippled  by  the 


faith  in  a nonexistent  program  that  is 
proposed  to  flower  into  perfection  by  Decem- 
ber 15th  under  the  auspices  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Social  Services.  In  its  brief  tenure  as 
the  principle  earthquake  clearinghouse, 
SFHC  ran  up  an  impressive  record  of  chop- 
ping through  the  red  tape  and  hounding  the 
Red  Cross  whenever  that  well-intentioned  but 
squeamish  megacharity  allowed  class  bigotry 
to  poke  its  snout  into  the  relief  operation. 

Park  pointed  out  that  some  of  the  long- 
term homeless  written  off  by  social  service 
providers  were  able  to  find  housing  and  since 
have  gotten  jobs,  stopped  stealing,  doping, 
drinking  and  by  and  large  have  been  very 
much  the  model  citizens  that  some 
bureaucracies  had  despaired  they  ever  could 
become.  "All  it  took  was  that  one  month’s 
rent  to  get  some  back  on  their  feet." 

Although  obviously  upset  by  the 
Supervisors’  decision,  Park  hopes  that  the 
DSS  will  be  able  to  continue  the  SFHC’s  ser- 
vices with  minimal  disruption,  but  that 
likelihood  is  about  as  real  as  the  chances  of  the 
Giants  against  the  A’s. 

The  ugly  part  is  that  people  who  were  mis- 
takenly rejected  by  the  tight-fisted  Feds  of 
FEMA  in  the  week  after  the  quake  are  still 
eligible  for  help,  but  without  notification  and 
assistance  in  filling  out  the  mounds  of  official 
forms,  many,  many  Washington  dollars  (far 
more,  in  fact,  than  the  $75,000  that  SFHC  ap- 
plied for)  that  could  the  find  a way  into  the 
local  hands  that  need  them  will,  instead,  go 
blowing  in  the  wind,  blowing  away. 

On  the  same  Black  Monday  that  the 
Supervisors’  gave  SFHC  the  bool,  a $400,000 
McKinney  Homeless  Assistance  grant  was 
awarded  to  San  Francisco  for  shelters  and  ser- 
vices including  those  explicitly  provided  by 
SFHC.  Thus  MOCD  could  help  to  right  a 
major  wrong  refunding  Park's  group,  at  least 
through  the  winter  or  until  the  DSS  alterna- 
tive is  fully  operational.  Such  would,  of 
course,  be  a direct  admission  of  error  but, 
after  all,  ’tis  the  season  of  miracles. 

CONTINUED  NEXT  PAGE 


Celebrate  with  us 
at  our  1989 


TA  NCCIHI 

WELCOME  THE  1990’S  AT 
ESTA  NOCHE'S 
NEW  YEAR’S  PARTY 
SUNDAY,  DECEMBER  31 
PARTY  FAVORS 
CHAMPAGNE 
SURPRISES 
AFTER  HOURS 


Christmas  Party 
Sunday,  December  24  * 
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3079  SIXTEENTH  STREET  BETWEEN  MISSION  & VALENCIA 
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MISSION  S HOLIDAY  ECONOMY:  A 
LUMP  OF  COAL 

One  of  the  less  visible  aspects  of 
earthquake  damage  has  been  its  effect  on  San 
Francisco’s  working  poor,  especially  those 
who  work  in  industries  related  to  retail  sales 
and  tourism. 

"The  quake  hit  at  the  height  of  the  tourist 
season,"  said  Sherri  Chiesa  of  the  Hotel  and 
Restaurant  Workers’  Local  2.  "One  hotel,  the 
San  Franciscan  (at  8th  and  Market)  will  be 
closed  until  January  and  half  our  membership 
has  been  either  laid  off  or  is  getting  uy  with 
reduced  hours."  Other  employment  difficul- 
ties face  those  working  in  the  retail  trades  as 
many  Bay  Area  shoppers  will  have  something 
a little  bit  non-traditional  to  spend  their 
money  in  this  Christmas....  pipe  wrenches, 
plaster,  things  like  that. 

The  challenge  of  earthquake  related  un- 
employment is  being  met  by  a number  of 
labor,  government  and  private  initiatives. 
State  and  national  labor  organizations  have 
provided  assistance  such  as  unemployment 
benefit  counseling  and,  in  the  case  of  the  San 
Franciscan  hotel  workers,  supplemental  food 
certificates.  The  local  Labor  Council  has  also 
found  the  resources  to  hold  benefits  for 
people  in  the  Watsonville  area  who,  according 
to  Chiesa  "are  worse  off  than  we  are  here". 

The  Mayor’s  Office  of  Business  and 

Economic  Development  is  offering  emergen- 
cy below-market  loans  of  up  to  $15,000  to 
small  businesses  affected  by  the  earthquake. 
For  information  and  applications,  contact  the 
Mission  Economic  Development  Association 
at  282-3334. 

According  to  Rich  Sorro  of  the  Mission 
Hiring  Hall,  several  neighborhood  agencies 
have  drafted  a resident  hiring  plan  for  repairs 
employment  which  is  being  studied  by  the  Su- 
pervisors. As  time  goes  by,  many  earthquake- 
related  contracts  will  be  offered  ranging  from 
% the  stupendous  CalTrans  highway  repair  job 
to  small  plastering,  carpentry  and  cleanup  op- 
portunities throughout  the  Bay  Area. 

"A  lot  of  pickup  trucks  are  coming  in  from 
Marin  County,"  Sorro  notes,  hoping  that 
workers  in  neighborhoods  like  the  Mission 
won’t  be  elbowed  aside  in  the  rush  to  get  a 
share  of  the  rebuilding  work.  Present  oppor- 
tunities are  unpredictable,  but  many  require 

little  specific  experience  or  offer  on-the-job 
training  and  job  seekers  should  contact  the 
Hiring  Hall  at  626-  1919. 

Sorro  also  revealed  that  the  Private  In- 
dustry Council  will  be  offering  employment 
for  people  who  have  specifically  lost  their  jobs 
to  the  quake.  For  information  on  these  posi- 
tions with  such  agencies  as  the  Port  Commis- 
sion and  Parks  and  Recreation  Dept,  call 
621-6899. 

REBUILDING- THE  SECRETTE  AM 


idences  of  the  rebuilding  already  taking 
place  is  the  scaffolding  that  seems  to  dot  many 
locations  in  the  Mission  and  the  South  of 
Market.  Because  the  City’s  permit  process  is 
already  backed  up,  extraordinary  measures 
have  been  taken  to  hasten  the  process  of 
recovery.  As  in  the  landlord-tenant 
legislation,  these  emergency  laws  have  not 
come  into  being  without  controversy. 

Apparantly,  many  banks  and  mortgage- 
holders  are  being  less  than  patient  with  their 
clients  which,  in  turn,  is  causing  pressure  on 
such  agencies  as  the  Planning  Department, 
the  Department  of  Public  Works  and  the 
Board  of  Permit  Appeals. 

A November  meeting  of  the  Planning 
Commission  was  besieged  by  owners  of 
damaged  property  who  complained  that  the 
processing  of  their  rebuilding  permit  applica- 
tions through  the  usual  channels  would  not 
occur  in  time  to  satisfy  the  banks. 

An  additional  difficulty  is  that  property 
owners  whose  insurance  and  predicted 
government  aid  still  does  not  cover  the  expen- 
ses of  rebuilding  are  petitioning  for  larger, 
taller  buildings  over  the  objections  of  neigh- 
bors concerned  about  their  views  and  other 
routine  aspects  of  urban  congestion. 

The  Board  of  Supervisors,  consequently, 
established  a five  member  panel  whose 
powers...  compared  with  often  time-consum- 
ing system  of  checks  and  balances  that 
governs  land  use  issues...  border  on  the  dic- 
tatorial. This  Earthquake  Emergency  Permit 
Review  Committee  (EEPRC)  consists  of  the 
Director  of  Public  Works,  the  Fire  Chief,  the 
Zoning  Administrator,  the  City  Architect  and 
the  Deputy  Mayor  for  Housing. 

EEPRC’s  role  nas  yet  to  be  clarified  and 
permits  continue  to  be  issued  on  an  emergen- 
cy basis  while  it  gears  up.  The  policy  of  rely- 
ing on  the  judgment  of  primary  structural 
engineers  remains  in  force  - and  under  fire. 
For  example,  a large  brick  storage  facility  at 
10th  and  Folsom  has  been  green  tagged 
despite  the  presence  of  police  barriers  around 
a part  of  the  building  and  gaping  X shaped 
cracks  - indicative  of  the  most  severe  and  haz- 
ardous structural  damage. 

Also  involved  in  the  rebuilding  process  is 
the  City’s  Redevelopment  Agency  which 
hopes  to  take  control  of  several  blocks  around 
Sixth  Street  where  many  low-income  apart- 
ments and  hotel  rooms  have  been  damaged. 
According  to  the  Agency,  non-  profit  housing 
developers  like  MHDC  will  be  given  first 
crack  at  the  construction  of  affordable  hous- 
ing, but  the  Redevelopment  Agency’s  role  is 
still  of  concern  to  elderly  residents  who 
remember  how  it  also  promised  to  upgrade 
the  Fillmore  with  the  result  being  the  forcible 
eviction  of  thousands  of  blacks  and  their  re- 
placement by  the  yuppies  in  their  edifices 
from  the  Fillmore  Center  to  Opera  Plaza. 


BIGGEST  SELECTION  OF  SPORTS 
FLEER  CARDS  IN  S.F. 
DONRUSS 


(POP-UP, 
SPORTS 
FLICK) 
TOPPS 
SCORE 
BOWMAN 
UPPERDECK 
PLUS  1989 
FOOTBALL 
CARDS 
(SCORE, 
PROSET) 
BASKETBALL 
CARDS 


PROSrr*NFlCOlUCTlBlt 


SAIN 

EtXDK. 

3335  /-3&  STREET 

(415)  550-9158  Noon  - 6 Closed  Sundays 
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BAR 


at  16th  & Guerrero 


The  North  Mission ’s  most  comfortable  bar  in  the  style  of  a 
1906  saloon.  Featuring  fine  liquors,  ales,  beers  and  wines 
at  affordable  prices. 

OUR  NEW  EXPANDED  DRAFT  SELECTION 


Spaien 
Carlsberg 
Anchor  Steam 


Beck’s 
Bass  Aie 

Newcastle  Brown  Ale 


Fuller  ESB 
Guinness 
Taunton  Cider 


OPEN  Mon  — Wed  4pm  til  2am 
T h u r — Sun  2pm  til  2am 

3200  - 16TH  ST.  at  GUERRERO  PHONE:  552-1633 


LIVE  BLUES 
7 NIGHTS  A WEEK 

9 PM 

Mon.  & Tues.  Deacon  Jones  and  his 

Bucket  of  Blues  Band 

Wed.  & Thurs.  Blues  Jam  with  Paul  Dunn 

and  his  One  Flight  Up  Band 

0 

Fri.,  Sat.  & Sun.  Jackie  Ivory  Quartet 

1601  Fillmore  at  Geary, 
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At  this  time  of  the  year, 
our  thoughts  turn  gratefully  to  those 
whose  goodwill  and  loyalty 
help  to  make  our  progress  possible. 
THE  ELVES  wishes  you 
the  best  of  fortunes 
in  the  New  Year ! 

! FELIZ  N AVID  AD  ! 


OFFICE  SUPPORT  SERVICES 


WORDPROCESSING 
SECRETARIAL 
TRANSLATIONS 
DESKTOP  PUBLISHING 


3370  - 24th.  St . S.F.,  CA 


TYPESETTINGIDESIGN 
COMPUTER  SUPPORT 
FAX 

NOTARY  PUBLIC 


(415)  824-4418  FAX  285-5731 


NEIGHBORHOOD 

BEAT 


KOBAN  OPENS 

By  now,  the  banners  are  flying  high  along 
Mission  Streetbeginning  from  15thStrect, 
announcing  the  dedication  date  of  the  long- 
awaited  Mini -police  Station  to  be  located  on  the 
Wells  Fargo  side  of  the  BART  Plaza. 

On  the  dedication  date,  the  Mission  High 
School  Band  will  call  us  all  to  the  start  of  the 
festivities.  City  officials,  first  and  foremost 
Supervisor  Jim  Gonzalez  who  has  been  the 
"flagship"  for  the  Koban,  BART  officials,  San 
Francisco  police,  the  Mission  Safety  Committee 
- ad  infinitum  - will  be  there  to  congratulate  the 
Mission  Community  for  its  accomplishment. 

This  Koban  is  truly  a landmark,  the  first 
community -neighborhood  Koban  supported  and 
paid  for  by  neighborhood  people  who  are  saying 
“Enough  - we  welcome  everyone  to  enjoy  our 
neighboihood  but  we  no  longer  will  tolerate 
drug  dealing,  drunkenness  and  any  other  type  of 
criminal  or  abusive  behavior.” 

A brief  recap  of  the  Koban  history  - by  no 
means  a complete  account  - is  interesting: 

In  the  beginning  of  1988  Supervisor 
Gonzalez,  on  a radio  station  KIQI  talk  program, 
received  a telephone  call  suggesting  a police 
koban  at  24th  and  Mission.  There  had  already 
been  discussion  of  the  need  for  a Koban  at  16th 
and  Mission,  and  the  talk  show  crystallized  the 
idea.  On  Friday,  May  13, 1988,  Supervisor  Jim 
Gonzalez  and  Vivian  Azadian  from  the  North 
Mission  Neighborhood  and  Mission  Safety 
Committee  met  with  Police  Chief  Frank  Jordan, 
Deputy  Chief  Fank  Reed  and  Commander  James 
Nelson. 

At  the  lime  of  this  meeting,  crime  statistics 
indicated  that  the  16th  and  Mission  location  was 
a rapidly  growing  crime  area.  Chief  Jordan 
promised  to  discuss  the  Koban  idea  with  the 
Mayor. 

On  July  7.  1988,  the  South  Mission  Neigh- 
borhood Improvement  Association  wrote  Super- 
visor Gonzalez.  “Could  you  please  thank  Rene 
dc  la  Rosa  (of  radio  station  KIQI)  for  his  gener- 
osity to  the  24lh  Street  Area?"  they  requested. 
“However,  as  you  know,  we  ar  all  in  agreement 
that  the  16th  Street  area  is  in  desperate  need  of 
help  at  this  time.  Therefore,  we  are  happy  to  see 
a united  effort  to  see  a Koban  at  16th  Street." 

A call  went  out  to  the  Mission  Safety  Com- 
mittee from  Supervisor  Gonzalez*  office:  "Get 
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the  letters  of  support  in."  Letters  arrived,  were 
bound  and  presented.  Part  of  the  covering  letter 
dated  August  1 5, 1 988  from  Tim  Dayonot,  Chair. 
Mission  Safety  Committee,  U.C.  San  Francisco: 
‘The  35  businesses,  13  community  organiza- 
tions and  more  than  100  individuals...  letters  of 
support...  demonstrates  the  depth  of  community 
support...  We  applaud  your  concern  and  leader- 
ship in  this  project..” 

In  late  November  of  1988,  representatives 
met  with  Mayor  Agnos  to  petition  for  his  ap- 
proval. Crime  statistics  presented  by  Chief 
Michael  Brush  from  Mission  Station  brought 
the  comment  “Sounds  like  you  need  two  police- 
men in  that  Koban”,  the  promise  of  his  support 
and  a commitment  of  $34,000  towards  opera- 
tion of  the  Koban. 

Working  meeting  after  working  meeting  took 
place  between  November  1988  and  March  1989 
- some  at  7:30  AM  at  Miz  Brown’s  Restaurant. 
The  March  issue  of  the  North  Mission  News 
emphasized  the  urgent  need  for  the  Koban;  a 
March  3rd  editorial  in  the  Examiner  called  for 
the  same. 

The  March  15,  1989  Town  Hall  Meeting  at 
the  Hawthorne  School  Auditorium  drew  a stand- 
ing room  only  group  of  neighborhood  residents 
eloquent  on  the  problem  of  crime  in  the  Mission 
District  and  supportive  of  a police  koban  at  1 6th 
.and  Mission,  resulting  in  gratifying  television 
and  newspaper  coverage. 

On  the  March  18lh  KIQI  Radiothon- amidst 
Mariachi  music,  singing  and  dancing  provided 
by  the  station  - pledges  were  called  in  and 
donations  presented  in  person  - little  sums  , 
($5.00),  big  sums  ($25,  $50  or  Si 00  pledges), 
even  $60  in  carefully  saved  pennies  by  one 
family.  A fistful  of  coins  from  some  small 
children  and  three  very  big  pledges  of  $5,000 
each  from  PacTel,  Bay  View  Federal  and  the 
16th  and  Mission  Walgreens  fattened  the  ac- 
count which,  today,  is  roughly  $36,000. 

Yick  & Co.  have  made  the  Koban,  a custom 
crafted  mini-police  station  - fascinating  preci- 
sion work.  Joe  Yick  said  “pay  us  when  it  is 
finished",  so  the  money  is  in  the  bank  earning 
interest.  Thank  you,  Joe. 

And  now  the  day  has  arrived  to  celebrate  the 
results  of  much  hard  work  and  faith. 


WOMEN’S  CRAFT  FAIR 


The  embroidery  of  LIL  SAECHAO.  a 69  year-old  woman  from  Laos 
will  be  for  sale  at  the  WOMEN'S  CRAFT  FAIR. 


The  Women’s  Building  extends  our  warm- 
est invitation  to  the  Mission  neighbor- 
hood to  attend  our  major  fundraiser.  Celebration 
of  Craftswomen.  It’s  coming  up  soon  — on 
December  9.  10.  16  & 17.  Because  of  tremen- 
dous popularity,  we've  outgrown  the  Women’s 
Building  site  and  are  kicking  off  the  second 
decade  of  our  crafts  fair  at  a new  location — Pier 
2 at  Fort  Mason  Center!! 

The  transition  to  these  spacious  digs  is  an 
exciting  one,  but  it’s  tricky.  In  order  to  take  our 
neighborhood  with  us,  a free  shuttle  bus  will  go 
from  the  Women’s  Building  to  Fort  Mason  and 


back  every  hour  on  the  hour  all  four  days.  And 
the  Granada  Market  will  be  there  serving  deli- 
cious Middle  Eastern  food,  V alencia  Street  style. 

The  Fair  will  be  the  same,  only  more  of 
everything  — more  crafts,  more  multi-cultural 
entertainment,  more  ethnic  food  and  more  fun. 
This  year  special  children’s  programming  will 
happen  at  11:00  every  morning  in  the  Cowell 
Theater.  That’s  right,  the  entertainment  will  be 
in  its  own  spacious  venue,  the  Cowell  Theater 
that  adjoins  Pier  2.  And  free  on-site  childcare  is 
always  available. 
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HOW  THE  MISSION  VOTED 


By  a narrow  margin.  Mission  voters  turned 
thumbs  down  on  Proposition  P,  the  down- 
town stadium  for  the  Giants.  52%  of  the  M ission 
voted  no,  slightly  above  the  50.6%  no  vote 
citywidc.  In  the  northern  part  of  the  Mission 
(Duboce  to  21st  Street)  the  vote  against  the 
stadium  was  a hefty  60%  no.  The  Mission  was 
one  of  six  neighborhoods  that  voted  against  the 
stadium  on  election  day.  Potrero  Hill.  Vayview/ 
Hunters  Point  and  V isitacion  V alley  were  among 
the  other  neighborhoods  voting  no. 

Everyone  and  their  third  cousin  have  given 
us  analysis  and  post-mortems.  Once  again,  as  in 
the  case  of  the  Missouri,  the  Mayor  and  his 
political  advisors  did  not  perform  up  to  par.  But 
the  bottom  line  came  down  to  two  points:  1 ) the 
voters  couldn’t  stomach  the  fact  that  Giants’ 
owner  Bob  Lurie  wouldn’t  put  up  a dime  of  his 
estimated  $450  million  fortune.  2)  the  fact  is 
that  there  aren’t  that  many  baseball  fans  in  the 
city.  49er  fans  yes.  Giants  fans,  no.  If  it  was  a 
new  stadium  for  the  49ers,  Proposition  P would 
have  passed. 

The  real  estate/landlord  lobby  got  trounced 
on  Propositions  Q and  R (rent  tax  and  condo 
conversions).  In  the  Mission  it  was  an  ava- 
lanche. Only  23%  of  the  Mission  voted  yes  on 
Prop.  R compared  with  30.5%  citywide.  On 


Prop.  Q.  only  30%  of  the  Mission  voted  Yes 
compared  with  33%  citywide.  The  landlord 
cartel  spent  over  $600,000  on  Props.  Q and  R. 
touting  endorsements  from  Willie  Brown. 
Quentin  Kopp,  Jim  Gonzalez  andTom  Hsieh.  It 
didn't  help. 

In  other  highlights  of  the  Mission  vote.  68% 
of  the  M ission  voted  yes  on  Prop.  B.  the  1/2  cent 
sales  tax  increase  for  transportation  projects. 
Only  20%  of  the  Mission  voted  for  Wendy 
Ncldcr’s  Proposition  O,  which  would  have  loos- 
ened San  Francisco’s  campaign  contribution 
limits.  In  a major  break  with  the  city  wide  vote. 
Proposition  K got  54%  of  the  Mission  vote, 
compared  with  only  43%  citywide.  Proposition 
K would  have  transferred  security  jobs  at  vari- 
ous city  institutions  like  museums  to  the  Sher- 
iff’s Department.  Prop.  K was  vigorously  op- 
posed by  the  Police  Department  and  the  Police 
Officers’  Association. 

The  Mission  voter  turnout  was  poor.  7875 
voters  out  of  a total  of  23,093  cast  their  ballots, 
a 34%  turnout  compared  with  44%  citywide. 
But  many  point  out  the  tremendous  amount  of 
dead  weight  on  the  Mission  voting  rolls;  people 
who  have  moved  out  of  the  neighborhood  but 
arc  still  listed  on  the  precinct  ledgers. 


SYCAMORE  ST.  NEWS 


We  wanna  wish  everybody  in  The  Mission 
a very  happy  holiday  season.  Hopefully 
we  will  have  a mild  winter  and  the  fruits  of  our 
labors  will  bring  peace  and  prosperity  to  us  all. 
The  Sycamore  Neighbors  Group  invites  resi- 
dents living  in  the  area  between  17th  and  1 8th 
from  Mission  to  Valencia  to  jo  in  us  in  our  efforts 
to  raise  the  quality  of  life  in  our  little  part  of  The 
City.  We  want  to  keep  the  quality  of  life  high 
while  keeping  the  rents  low.  I f you’d  like  to  join 
the  Sycamore  Neighbors  Group,  call  group 
organizer  Robert  Cole  at  558-8004. 


As  soon  as  the  hectic  pace  of  the  holiday 
season  subsides  we  will  proceed  with  our  plans 
to  get  trees  planted  on  Sycamore  Street  and  the 
surrounding  streets  before  springtime.  Property 
owners  will  be  notified  of  their  options  and  we 
will  schedule  a meeting  of  everybody  in  the  area 
to  discuss  where  the  trees  should  be  planted. 
The  project  coordinator  for  the  tree  planting  is 
Ellen  Bateman  at  621-2602.  If  you  have  any 
ideas  or  some  volunteer  time,  please  call  Ellen 
and  sign  up  for  this  project. 


INTERSECTION  HAS  A NEW  HOME 


other  earthquake  casualty  - the  twenty 
five  year  old  Intersection  for  the  Arts  - has  had 
to  move  from  its  damaged  facilities  at  766 
Valencia  to  the  former  home  of  Mancuso 
Brothers  Furniture  at  446  Valencia  near  16th 
Street. 

Displaced  by  the  rent  increases  in  North 
Beach,  Intersection  opened  at  766  Valencia  in 
January,  1986.  Since  that  time,  they  have 
presented  the  premieres  of  such  theatrical 
works  as  Culture  Clash’s  "The  Mission"  and 
Elbows  Akimbo’s  "The  Tempest",  literary  and 
musical  offerings  and  visual  arts  exhibits 
featuring  such  Mission  neighborhood  artists 
as  Yolanda  Lopez,  Spain  Rodriguez  and 
Rene  Yanez. 

Intersection  currently  is  applying  for  per- 
mits to  operate  from  this  new  space  and  hopes 
to  open  its  doors  in  March.  In  the  meantime, 
it  is  planning  off-site  programming  including 
collaborations  with  local  institutions  such  as 
the  Mission  Cultural  Center. 

446  Valencia  Street  - near  the  comer  of 


16th  and  Valencia  - was  previously  the  home 
of  Mancuso  Brothers,  a family-run  furniture 
store,  founded  in  the  1920s  by  Joe  and  John 
Mancuso.  Until  a few  years  ago  the  business 
was  managed  by  Joe’s  son  Dominic,  who  has 
retired. 

The  Mancuso  brothrs  entered  the  furni- 
ture business  as  makers  of  matteresses.  Their 
first  store  was  at  555  Valencia.  By  day  Joe 
Mancuso  ran  a jitney  service  on  Mission 
Street,  on  which  he  advertised,  "Buy  your  next 
mattress  direct  from  the  manufacturer."  In 
the  evenings,  he  and  his  brother  used  the  jit- 
ney to  deliver  their  mattresses.  By  1925  they 
had  expanded  their  business  to  include  the 
sale  of  bedroom  furniture  and,  by  1931,  they 
had  built  a larger  store  at  446  Valencia. 

The  current  owner,  Dominic  Mancuso, 
grew  up  in  the  Mission  --  near  24th  and  York 
Streets  --  and  attended  the  Bryant  School, 
Horace  Mann  Junior  High  School,  Mission 
High  and  the  City  College  of  San  Francisco. 


Left  to  right:  Scottie  Seaberg,  Frances  Phillips,  Roberto  Bedoya,  Julie  Regan,  Dominic 
Mancuso,  Randall  Fastabent  and  a friend  of  Intersection  at  446  Valencia  Street  (Photo 
by  Linda  Wilson) 


***************** 


DECEMBER  DATES  for  an  ESPECIAL  HOLIDAY 


10 

15 


16 


24lh  Street  Clean  Up 

Meet  Saturday  @ 9am  St.  Peter!  schoolyard  at  24th 
& Alabama  ORGANIZED  by  MEDA  (282  3334)  A 
24t h St  Revitalization  Committee 
Mission  Street  Mlnl-Clean  Up 
Meet  at  16th  St  BART  (5*: 30am 

KOBAN  DEDICATION  , 

CELEBRATE  MISSION  PRIDE 
I6T1I  Street  BART  at  12  noon 
Raided  in  triumph  by  the  Mission  Community  and 
supported  by  SFPD-Miuioa,  BART,  and  UCSF 
Police,  Mayor  Art  Aftnot,  & KIQI  AM10I0, 
& Supervisor  Jim  Gonzalez  (554-5338) 

LOS  POSADOS  PROCESSION 

REJOICE,  OUR  LORD  IS  BORN 
Procession  Harts  at  24lh  Street  BART  at  12J0pm 
and  winds  its  way  to  Saint  Peter’s  church  Bring  the 
children,  p inalas  on  many  corners,  21  voice  choir. 
Follow  slatuea  of  Mary  A Joseph  to  the  Prince  o I 
Peace,  for  be  is  born  now  in  all  of  us.  Organized  by 
MECA  (824-1401) 

CHRISTMAS  DECORATION  CONTEST 
Supervisor  Jim  Gonralei  & the  Mission 
Beat  Police  (C.P.O.P.'s)  will  be  awarding 


stores  to  go  in  the  Mission  Christmas  Spirit 
Drawing  for  dozens  of  prizes  including  Microwaves 
from  Thrifty  A Walgreens  drugstores.  Contact  your 
C.P.O.P.  officer  if  you  can  donate  a gift  certificate. 
16th,  24th  & Valencia  Street  Merchants 
included  contact  your  local  foot  officer  to  be  sure 
your  not  over-looked.(Mis*ion  Police  533- 1544) 
STREET  RECOGNITION  AWARDS  also  given  for 
BEST;  WINDOW, NIGHT-TIME  LIGHTING, 
INTERIOR.  TREE,  ARTISTIC,  BEST  LIT 
BUILDING  A BEST  LIT  BLOCK  (1988  Mission 
20lh  to  21st  had  the  most  (13)  storefronts  lit  for 
night-time  Christmas  magic  A safety) 

Mission  Merchants  (282-1717) 

Free  Pan  Dulce  & Coffee 
24lh  Street  BART  6-1 1pm  courtesy  BART  A MECA 

23T,mAK^SUSpA^Ai?i 

Celebrate  the  Holidays.  Santa  & his  elves 
will  have  gifts  for  nice  boys  <k  girls.  Delight 
in  Christmas  Music  plus  other  surprises. 
Parade  starts  at  24th  Street  BART  at  12  noon  and 
goes  to  Potrero  St.  Organized  by  24lh  St. 
Revitalization  Cbmmillee  A MECA. 

Free  Pan  Dulce  & Coffee 
24th  Street  BART 6-1  Ipm  courtesy  BART  A MECA 


29 


MISSION  MIRACLE  MILE  CELEBRATES  CHRISTMAS 


Keep  Hope  Alive 

HOLIDA 
FOOD 
DRIVE 


Food  signifies  hope  to 
those  in  need. 
Share  your  blessings  this 
Holiday  Season. 


Please  contribute: 

Canned  Meats  (stew,  hash,  spam)  • Peanut  Butter 
Canned  Fruit  Juice  • Cereal  • Instant  Milk 
Canned  Vegetables  • Pork  and  Beans  • Rice 
Macaroni  and  Cheese  • Noodles  and  Pasta 
Canned  Fruits  • Pinto  Beans/  Black  Beans  • Soup 
Canned  Fish  • Baby  Food  and  Formula 
No-Salt  Canned  Food  • Diabetic  Food 
No  perishable  food  or  open  contained 
THANK  YOU! 


THE  EMERGENCY  FOOD  BOX 

P.O.  Box  411344 
San  Francisco,  CA  94141-1344 
621-7575  • 


Your  donation  of  food  and  funds  <A\ 

to  the  Emergency  Food  Box  AtfiOv 

helps  those  who  are  hungry  in  our  community  , 

throughout  the  year. 
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KERNAN 

SALES 

DINING  — BED  — LIVING  ROOM  SETS 
Lamps , Office  Furniture , Antiques , Collectables 
Very  Reasonable  Prices 
NEW  & USED  COME  & SEE 


FINALLY. 

REAL  New  York  Pizza 
in  the  Mission. 

Arinell  Pizza 

509  Valencia  (at  16th) 

The  Original  New  York  Style  Pizza 
Quality  and  Value  Since  1975 

• 

Why  pay  $15  to  have  an  imitation  delivered? 

PICK-  UP  Our  Large  2 Item 
^Family  Size  Pizza  for  $io.oov 

Other  All-Day,  Every-Day  Specials: 


•Medium  Pizza  with  1 Topping $ 

•Regular  Slice  with  Pepperoni  or  Olives 

and  Small  Soda--- $ 1-75 

•Regular  Slice  with  Double  Pepperoni — $ 1.75 


Toppings:  Pepperoni  • Mushrooms  • Sausage 
Olives  • Anchovies  • Onions  • Bell  Peppers 
and  Fresh  Garlic. 

• 

A'o  coupon  required  • All  prices  include  sales  tax 

Call  Ahead:  255-1303 


BOB  GONZALES  of  THRIFT  TOWN  (Photo  by  Fuminori  Sato) 


ThriftTown  - you  know  the  place  just  under 
the  quizzical  “17  Reasons  Why"  billboard 
- has  been  serving  far  more  than  just  the  Mis- 
sion’s needs  since  they  opened  in  1973.  You 
see.  ThriftTown  works  in  cooperation  with  Aid 
to  Retarded  Citizens  (ARC),  a charity  which 
solicits  all  of  the  merchandise  in  ThriftTown 
from  private  households  here  in  San  Francisco 
and  Marin  County.  The  households  receive  tax 
deductions  for  their  generous  donations  and 
ARC  receives  65%  ofThriftTown’s  sales.  There 
are  two  stores  here  in  the  Bay  Area  - San  Lean- 
dro’s was  the  first  - and  1 1 total  spread  around 
Arizona,  New  Mexico,  Utah  and  Texas  with 
plans  to  expand  to  Sacramento  (two  stores)  and 
Oklahoma  in  the  near  future. 

The  ARC  relies  heavily  upon  these  stores  to 
help  the  funding  of  programs  for  retarded  citi- 
zens all  over  the  West  So,  if  you  can  spare  some 
donations,  then  this  is  a good  time,  what  with  the 
holidays  upon  us  and  so  many  less  fortunate 
people  due  to  the  Quake. 

If  you  can’t  spare  a donation  and  would 
prefer  to  shop  at  ThriftTown,  then  you're  in  luck 
- the  store  features  some  of  the  lowest  prices  in 
town  and  new  merchandise  hits  the  shelves 
every  day.  That  means  anywhere  from  1 100  to 
1500  new  pieces  of  clothing  alone,  every  day. 
There  are  30%  reductions  on  items  which  have 
been  in  the  store  30  days  or  more  and  there  are 
sales  about  twice  a month.  It’s  what  co-manag- 
ers  Bob  Gonzales  and  Lucretia  Yorkland  call  “a 
bargain  hunter’s  paradise".  How  true.  I get  all 
my  white  work  shirts  and  funky  tics  there.  It’s 
real  easy  to  find  exactly  what  you  want  at  Thrift 
Town  because  everything  is  color -coded  or  sized 
or  well-organized. 

I like  to  sift  through  the  "stuff  ’ and  fmd  little 
hidden  treasures.  For  instance,  there  are  some 
great  buys  on  men's  suits,  ties  and  shoes  as  well 
as  home  furniture  and  furnishings.  ThriftT- 
own’s  got  all  kinds  of  things.  I mean  everything 
from  collectible  books,  records,  antiques  and 
bric-a-brac  to  children’s  toys  and  high  chairs  to 


neat  paintings  and  fixtures  to  chairs,  tables  and 
desks  to  household  appliances  to  bicycles,  vin- 
tage luggage  and  a great  ashtray  collection. 
Look  for  a nice  display  of  Christmas  ornaments 
this  month  too. 

Speaking  of  this  month,  watch  out  for  spe- 
cial seasonal  promotions  like  the  Thanksgiving 
turkey  give-away.  ThriftTown  will  feature  a 
special  ham  give  a way  for  the  Christmas  Season 
and  a year-end  sale  on  women’ s clothing.  See  y a 
amongst  the  racks! 

Folsom  Diner  is  located  near  the  101  Over- 
pass. where  Folsom  Street  transforms  from 
the  youthful  SOM  A strip  into  the  M ission  neigh- 
borhood. It’s  a fuzzy,  gray  zone  of  office  build- 
ings, warehouses  and  residential  apartments.  I 
am  here  on  a Saturday  night  to  sample  chef  and 
owner  V emon  Dennis ' pre-set  six -course  dinner 
because  I had  heard  from  several  sources  that  his 
lunches  and  breakfasts  were,  well,  delicious  and 
inexpensive.  So  I figured,  “Hey,  what  the  hell. 
Let’s  see  what  he  can  do  with  a dinner.” 

Seating  for  the  six-course,  carefully  plotted 
dinner  starts  at  7 PM  until  about  8 PM  (Vernon 
is  flexible,  for  now  anyhow  - I’ll  try  to  be  there 
at  about  7:30).  Tonight’s  menu  features:  Sweet 
Com  and  Prawn  Fritters,  a Roman  Egg  Drop 
Soup,  Cannellini  Bean  Salad,  an  entree  of 
Roasted  Leg  of  Lamb,  Fresh  Fruits  and  Cheeses 
and  a Mocha  Genoise.  The  cost  of  this  dining 
extravaganza  is  $24  per  person;  wine,  coffee 
and  service  not  included.  Yeah,  that's  what  I 
said  when  I first  caught  wind  of  that  low  price. 

A wine  list  has  been  specially  chosen  to 
match  the  food  for  this  evening.  It  includes  two 
whites  - the  1988  J.  Lohr  Riverstone  Chardon- 
nay  ($4.50  by  the  glass/$18.50by  the  bottle)  and 
the  1988  Napa  Raymond  Sauvignon  Blanc 
($3.50/$14)andonered,the  1981  J.  Pedroncelli 
Reserve  Zinfandcl  ($3.75/$  15).  A complete 
selection  of  all  three  by  the  glass  - a very  good 
idea,  economically,  and  to  best  match  the  food 
and  wine  flavors  - is  offered  at  $1 1 .50. 

An  additional  wine  list  is  also  offered  by  the 
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NEIGHBORS  CONTINUED 


VERNON  DENNIS  OF  FOLSOM  DINER 


boitlc  only  and  includes  a comprehensive  array 
of  some  inexpensive  French  wines  (much  to  my 
glee)  including,  among  others:  a 1985  Balveme 
Gcwurztramincr  ($11.50),  a 1987  Cru  de  Cou- 
doulet  Cotes  du  Rhone  ($17.50)  and  a 1986 
Domaine  de  Vieux  Chateauneuf du  Pape ($1 8.50) 
as  well  as  five  California  Chardonnays  ($13.50 
- $24). 

I was  also  quite  pleased  to  see  that  three 
portos  - the  1985  Ramos  Pinto,  the  1985  Fon- 
seca and  the  Calem  20-year  old  (each  at  $4.75 
per  glass)  had  made  it  onto  the  list  as  well. 

The  Folsom  Diner  building  itself  is  a stand- 
ing testament  to  reconstructive  surgery:  Vernon 
worked  on  the  once-condemned  building  for 
more  than  two  and  a half  years  before  opening  in 
March  of  1988. 

Today,  the  interior  of  the  restaurant  is  a tall, 
airy  box  of  space.  Eye-soothing  woodwork 
makes  up  the  trim  and  two  climbing  columns 
which  punctuate  the  dining  floor.  Soft  lighting 
cases  from  lamps  hanging  Paris  bistro-style. 
Mellow  dinner  jazz  floats  in  the  air.  A hush 
pervades  over  the  room  as  two  waiters  hustle 
about  quietly  in  cog-like  cooperation.  Alone  at 
the  helm  this  eve,  Vernon  works  silently  behind 
the  grill  in  his  kingdom  of  polished  metal.  Allis 
relaxing. 

The  dinner's  courses  are  brought  to  your 
table  by  the  waiters  as  you  need  them.  Eat. 
Relax.  Eat.  Relax.  And  so  on.  So.  soon  after  I 
was  cozy  at  my  deuce  and  aglassofwinein  front 
of  me,  the  Sweet  Com  and  Prawn  Fritters  were 
ushered  in  to  tempt  the  old  taste  buds. 

The  presentation  was  most  simplistic:  two 
fritter  dumplings  swimming  in  a maize-yellow 
pool  of  thyme  beurre  blanc  garnished  with  only 
the  necessities:  alemon  wedge  and  sprig  of  fresh 
thyme.  The  fritters  were  a hand-mixed  blend  of 
sweet  white  com  and  tiger  prawns  simply 
dropped  into  the  fryer  to  reach  a lovely  balance 
of  soft,  creamy  interior  and  crunchy,  lightly 
fried  exterior.  The  sweet  com  flavors  were 
complimented  quite  nicely  by  the  almost  tangy 
beurre  blanc.  The  dish  was  enhanced  perfectly 
by  the  1988  Napa  Raymond  Sauvignon  Blanc: 
hints  of  honey  in  a strong  lemon-based  bouquet 
highlighted  by  a crisp  lemon-lime  acidity.  It 
was  served  a tad  too  cold  and  the  follow  through 
was  a little  too  metallic  for  my  taste.  But  hey. 

Next  came  the  Roman  Egg  Drop  Soup  - a 
highly  flavorful  broth  of  egg  and  domestic  asiago 
cheese,  which  smacks  highly  of  its  Italian 
counterparts  like  Parmesan,  with  strips  of  still 
crunchy  spinach  leaves.  The  bitter  flavor  of  the 
spinach  worked  wonders  with  the  salty  ie  flavor- 
ful asiago  cheese. 

The  soup  was  followed  by  a Cannellini  Bean 
Salad  of  roasted  yellow  peppers,  basil,  balsamic 
olive  oil  and  pancetta.  It  tasted  great  even 
though  the  textures  weren't  cooperating  with 
each  other  - the  roasted  yellow  peppers  and  crisp 
pancetta  couldn’t  overtake  the  overpowering 
Cannellini  beans.  They  were  too  soft.  Vernon 
agreed,  later  telling  me  the  beans  were  the  one 
thing  that  had  gone  awry  that  evening. 

The  liming  between  courses  was  excellent. 
The  one  time  I had  to  wait  a short  while  was  just 
before  the  Roasted  Leg  of  Lamb  entree.  But  I 
had  requested  it  this  way.  So...  When  my  entree 
arrived,  heavily  scented  with  roasted  garlic,  I 
had  to  remind  the  waiter  to  bring  a knife.  He 


must  have  known  something  I didn’t  for  the 
lamb  was  so  lender  and  juicy  that  a knife  was 
practically  unnecessary,  save  for  twirling  the 
Angel  Hair  Pasta  with  roasted  eggplant  which 
accompanied  the  lamb.  The  heady  flavors  of 
garlic  and  oregano  combined  with  the  meaty 
oyster  mushrooms  in  the  natural  juices  was 
devoon.  Just  remembering  the  plate  makes  my 
mouth  water. 

I had  been  half  expecting  a Pinot  Noir  with 
tonight’s  lamb  but  found  the  1981  J.  Pcdroncelli 
Reserve  Zinfandel  the  only  choice  for  red  wine. 
I wondered  aloud  if  the  Zin  might  not  wage  a 
pepper  war  with  the  spices  in  the  lamb  or  if 
perhaps  it  might  be  too  tannic  (strong  chalky 
flavors  on  the  longue  exhibited  by  many  younger 
Zins).  But  the  J.P.  Reserve  was  amature ’81  and 
it  behaved  perfectly  with  the  lamb,  matching 
blow  for  blow  the  “hot"  garlic  and  oregano 
spices.  This  Zin  was  vanilla-like  in  the  nose 
with  lots  of  earthy  tones  and  peppery  notes  on 
the  tongue  and  an  O.K.  finish.  A pleasant  and 
warmly  welcomed  surprise. 

I saved  a bit  of  the  Zin  for  the  Fruits  and 
Cheeses  course  which  followed.  We  had  an 
assortment  of  sage  derby,  brie  and  Huntsman,  a 
blend  of  cheddar  and  Stilton.  Why  anyone 
.would  layer  a Stilton  with  cheddar  I'll  never 
know.  The  dish  came  with  raspberries,  pine- 
apple and  sliced  crimson  pear.  To  tell  you  the 
truth,  I dig  cheese  and  I 'd  prefer  one  good-sized 
chunk  rather  than  several  little  slabs.  A slight 
disappointment. 

Last,  and  finally  (burp!)  came  a Mocha 
Genoise  dessert  - a mocha  cake  layered  with 
pecan  butter  cream  - accompanied  by  a lousy  cup 
of  coffee  which  looked  more  like  tea  in  the  glass 
cup.  The  Mocha’s  flavors  were  slightly  light, 
but  Hell,  I finished  it,  didn’t  I?  I especially 
enjoyed  the  bits  of  CTystalized  sugar  in  the  pecan 
buttercream  rendering  it  just  a tiny  bit  crunchy  in 
texture. 

When  I’d  finished,  I couldn’t  quite  figure  if 
I’d  eaten  haute  cuisine  with  a diner’s  simplicity 
or  if  I’d  eaten  in  a diner  which  served  haute 
cuisine.  I’m  still  not  sure.  (I  don’t  even  know  if 
it  makes  sense.)  The  presentations  were  real 
Mom’s  homemade  and  the  food  was  very  good 
and  quite  involved  (flavors,  textures,  etc.).  I'd 
like  to  see  what  Vernon  could  do  with  a few 
people  helping  him  behind  the  line.  I feel  the 
prices  are  extremely  reasonable  and  would  rec- 
ommend going  off  the  beaten  track  a bit  in  order 
to  try  Folsom  Diner.  There  you  go. 

Folsom  Diner  serves  breakfast  and  a killer 
lunch  as  well  as  the  pre-set  Saturday  night  din- 
ner. The  menu  was  set  two  weeks  in  advance,  so 
call  for  information  andreservations.  FOLSOM 
DINER,  1807  Folsom,  863-1945.  Credit  cards 
accepted. 

Special  thanks  for  the  letter  to  this  month’s 
News  about  Cuba  Restaurant,  Mr.  Scholten. 
You’re  absolutely  right  and  I agree.  But  do  bear 
with  me  now  that  I know  you’re  out  there. 
Thanks.  Keep  in  touch. 

Merry  Christmas  to  all.  And  a Happy  New 
Year.  Shall  we  usher  out  the  Decade  of  Image 
and  welcome  the  Age  of  Hope. 

******** 
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MON.  - SAT.  XI  AM  - 7 PM 
SUNDAY  12  - 5 


VINTAGE 
CLOTHING 

(NEXT  TO  FIREHOUSE  7)  863  5706 


696  Valencia  Street  at  1 8th  St. 
San  Francisco 
For  an  Appointment  Call 

(415)  621-3600 


OPEN 

Monday  — Saturday 
10:00AM  - 7:00  PM 
Special  Appointments 
for  Special  Occasions 


CMC 


Full  Service 
BEAUTY  SALON 

UNDER  NEW  MANAGEMENT 
SE  HABLA  ESPANOL 


GARBO’S  specializes  in: 

HAIR  CARE  - 

Hair  cuts,  regular  perms,  spiral  perms, 
tints,  high  lights,  cellophane 


SKIN  AND  BODY  CARE  - 
European  facials,  full  leg  wax,  brow  arch, 
face  wax,  lash  tint,  therapeutic  massage, 
cellulite  treatment,  aromatic  spa  treatment. 
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An  hour  before  Sunday  service,  the  inside  of 
the  Iglesia  Prcsbiteriana  de  la  Mission 
(Mission  Presbyterian)  on  23rd  and  Capp  Streets 
is  alive.  Several  senior  members  of  the  congre- 
gation breakfast  at  a long  table  in  the  main  hall, 
while  others  with  aprons  prepare  a Thanksgiv- 
ing banquet  in  the  kitchen.  I sit  down  to  coffee, 
and  chat  with  Rev.  Leonardo  Marmol  and  a few 
Church  Elders.  They  are  proud  of  their  hand- 
some church,  which  just  opened  its  doors  in 
April  after  a major  renovation.  The  pastor 
explains  that  this  is  a bilingual  ministry  to  ac- 
commodate the  congregation,  especially  its 
youth.  "We  don’t  want  to  lose  the  'second 
generation', " observes  Marmol. 

Across  the  great  hall  strides  the  woman  I 
came  to  see:  Rev.  Migdalio  "Mickey"  Rosado, 
32,  Associate  Pastor  and  head  of  Youth  and 
Christian  Education.  She  walks  briskly,  with 
energy,  and  I wonder  if  this  woman  ever  slows 
down. 

"Come  with  me  - 1 just  have  to  get  my  kids 
out  of  the  office,"  she  says  over  her  shoulder.  I 
imagine  two  small  children  waiting  for  their 
mother,  until  “Mickey"  opens  the  door  and 
beholds  a roomful  of  teenagers.  There  is  a 
clamoring  of  voices . M ickey  calls  over  the  door 
"Come  on,  let’s  go.  Hey  - we  need  two  people 
to  serve  the  salad  at  the  banquet.  Come  on.  Two 
people."  As  the  group  files  out,  Mickey  singles 
out  a 15-year  old  boy.  "Pepc.  Make  sure  two 
people  serve  the  salad."  He  nods  and  leaves  the 
office  - with  a responsibility. 

Rev.  Rosado  sits  down  and  gets  straight  to 
the  point.  “My  goal  is  to  develop  a program  for 
kids  here  that  is  self-sufficient,"  i.e.  run  by  the 
kids  themselves.  She  wants  to  “empower"  these 
kids  so  that  they  know”thcy  can  be  their  own 
leaders".  Mickey,  as  she  is  called,  currently  runs 
the  junior  high/high  school  youth  group,  and  a 
young  adults  college  group. 

"My  concept  of  church  is.  when  we  give,  we 
receive,"  she  explains  emphatically.  Whereas 
many  view  church  as  a passive  experience, 
Mickey  is  “more  aggressive”:  she  sets  goals  and 
strategies.  For  instance,  the  youth  group  raised 
$ 1 ,000  for  a Spanish  church  in  L. A.  and  another 
$500  to  repair  the  Mission  Presbyterian  van 
used  for  field  trips. 

“I  don’t  buy  into  this  ‘please  entertain  me’ 
stuff.  I have  a (youth  group)  executive  board 
where  the  kids  are  the  leaders.  They  decide  what 
they’re  going  to  do  as  a group.  They  make  the 
calendar,  they  teach  the  little  kids  in  Sunday 
school. 

Mickey  encourages  involvement  in  both  the 
church  and  the  community.  "We’ve  served 

soup  at  the  soup  kitchen,  we’ve  been  to  the 
Elizabeth  Fry  Center  (an  alternative  to  prison  for 
women),  we  teach  vacation  Bible  School...  " 
‘Teaching  how  to  teach’  also  characterizes 
Mickey’s  approach  to  the  kids.  "Latinos  have  to 


help  Latinos,"  she  insists. 

Mickey  calls  herself  a "New  Yorican",  born 
in  New  York  of  Puerto  Rican  parents.  "I've 
adopted  that  personality.  I’m  a very  high-en- 
ergy person."  The  family  left  New  York  for 
L.A.  when  she  was  a child.  She  grew  up  in  Palm 
Springs  and  went  to  school  at  UCLA.  Later,  she 
attended  Fuller  Seminary  in  Pasadena,  where 
she  earned  two  masters'  degrees  and  is  finishing 
a Ph.D. 

What  seminary  did  not  teach  her  were 
“models"  for  dealing  with  inner  city  kids,  where 
the  issues  of  family  violence,  gangs,  alcoholism 
and  drug  abuse  affect  many  lives.  Besides  these 
city  problems,  “kids  are  used  to  hanging  out  and 
watching  TV.  They  think  church  is  boring," 
admits  Mickey.  And,  in  the  Mission,  where 
Catholicism  is  the  dominant  tradition  and  Pente- 
costalism  is  so  fervent  and  dynamic,  a Presbyte- 
rian pastor  must  work  extra  hard  to  answer  the 
question,  “How  can  I bring  in  the  youth?” 

A basketball  court  might  help.  Mickey 
plans  to  set  up  leagues  and  tournaments  when 
the  church's  new  court  opens.  “I  try  to  mix 
church  and  fun,"  she  smiles.  Mickey  has  been 
working  with  kids  for  10  years,  and  with  Span- 
ish ministries  for  the  past  five.  She  came  to 
Mission  Presbyterian  in  December  of  last  year, 
and  was  ordained  this  September. 

If  being  a Latino  woman  pastor  makes 
Mickey  Rosado  a pioneer  of  sorts,  she  is  a 
completely  un-self -conscious  one.  "Cathleen 
Jimenez,  my  predecessor  here,  paved  the  way  at 
this  church,"  says  Mickey.  It  is  true  that  she  is 
the  only  Latino  woman  pastor  in  the  commu- 
nity, although  there  are  30-40  women  pastors  in 
the  Bay  Area. 

Being  in  the  minority  certainly  doesn’t  get  in 
her  way.  "When  I go  to  meetings,  I may  be  the 
only  woman  there.  If  some  of  the  men  have  a 
problem  with  their  own  insecurities  or  what- 
ever, then  that's  their  problem,"  she  says  matter- 
of-factly.  "If  I have  a problem  I'll  deal  with  it. 
But  I don’t  own  their  problem...  I just  do  what  I 
do.  A lotof  people  in  the  faith  can  be  ‘all  talk  and 
no  walk’.  Well,  I’m  not  here  to  talk  about  it.  I’m 
here  to  walk  it!"  exclaims  Mickey. 

"And  that’s  just  what  I’m  doing  she  re- 
marks. “Most  of  their  families  arc  so  busy  just 
surviving.  But  there’s  a difference  between 
surviving  and  thriving.  I want  these  kids  to-lhink 
beyond  the  survival  mode,  to  think  about  suc- 
ceeding." For  example,  Pepe,  once  a very  inse- 
cure ninth  grader,  has  blossomed.  He's  presi- 
dent of  the  youth  group,  “and  now  he  wants  to  be 
a minister!" 

As  1 1 o’clock  approaches,  Mickey  dons  her 
robe  and  brightly  colored  stole.  "Ordination 
gifts,"  she  points.  During  the  service  she  and 
Rev.  Marmol  alternate  readings,  he  in  Spanish, 
she  in  English.  The  congregation  is  a fascinat- 
ing mixture  and  the  simultaneous  English  and 
Spanish  voices  singing  the  hymns  are  joyful,  if 


11th  Annual 

WOMEN'S  BUILDING 
ARTS  & CRAFTS  FAIR 

New  Location 

AT  FORT  MASON,  PIER  2 

• Crafts  by  over  125  of  the 
Best  Crafts  women  in  the 
Western  United  States 

• Hourly  Entertainment 

• Plenty  of  Parking 

• Delicious  Ethnic  Food 

• Free  Childcare  and 
Children's  Programs 

FEATURING 

Conjunto  Ces pedes  & Trio  Arepa 

Free  Shuttlebus  to  Fair 
For  Mission  Residents 

Sat.  & Sun.  • Dec.  9,  10  & 16, 17, 1989  * 10  a.m.  to  6 p.m. 

A Benefit  for  The  Women's  Building  For  Info:  431-1180 


THE  TALK- 


a little  chaotic.  "It’s  the  same  beat,"  Mickey 
points  out. 

Near  the  end  of  the  service,  Pepe  comes  to 
the  altar  to  read  the  English  half  of  the  "Litany 
of  Thanksgiving"  - an  enumeration  of  thanks. 
When  he  comes  to  the  passage  about  youth,  he 
bravely  replaces  “their”  with  “our”.  "For  the 


young,  for  our  high  hopes,  for  our  irreverence 
towards  worn  out  values,  our  search  for  free- 
dom, our  solemn  vows... " Pepe  and  Mickey  are 
both  smiling. 

by  Betsy  Randolph 
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E MISSION  CAMERA  SHOP  *S 
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o Quality  Photofinishing 
o Cameras  & Projectors 
o Accessories 


o Darkroom  Supplies 
o Camera  Repairs 
o Retouching 


1089  Valencia  Street  (Near  22nd)  o San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
Telephone  (415)641-8396 
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THE  CLAY  STUDIO 
52  JULIAN  STREET 
SF,  CA  94103 
(415)431-6296 


Holiday  Sale  ! 


• December  8-22,  1989 

• Saturday  through  Sunday: 
10  am  -5  pm 

• Wednesday 
through  Friday: 

10  am  - 9 pm 


The  next  series  of  classes  will  begin 
January  2, 1990. 
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MISSION  HIGH  STUDY:  THE  BURDEN  OF  RENT 


Students  at  Mission  High  School,  conduct- 
ing a study  of  the  cost  of  living  in  San 
Francisco  among  the  students’  families,  found 
that  monthly  rents  were  nearly  50%  of  the  total 
family  income,  that  food  and  rent  costs  took  up 
85%  of  such  income,  contributing  to  the  large 
numbers  of  working  high  school  students  and 
general  economic  stress. 

“We  live  in  a nice  place  and  our  rent  is  $900 
a month,"  wrote  Daniel,  one  of  the  students 
participating  in  the  Survey  and  Data  Analysis 
Study  Group  at  Mission  High,  "but  we’ve  lived 
in  our  place  for  5 years,  and  if  my  mom  had  to 
move  into  our  place  again,  like  right  now,  it 
would  cost  $1,500  per  month."  San  Francisco 
lacks  a vacancy  rent  control  law,  which  encour- 
ages huge  rent  increases  when  a flat  or  apart- 
ment is  vacated. 

The  Study  group  emerged  from  classes  in 
Senior  Mathematics  at  Mission  High  School, 
which  sampled  more  than  50  families  for  data 
which  included  monthly  income  and  the  cost  of 
food,  clothing,  transportation,  family  health  care, 
PG&E,  telephone  and  other  family  necessities, 
in  addition  to  the  rent  burden. 

“Rent  Burden  is  the  ratio  of  rent  to  monthly 
income,"  exhorts  Antoinette,  another  S.D.A. 
Study  Group  member.  "That’s  way  too  high,  it’s 
way  too  expensive.  (Families)  need  money  for 
other  things.  Some  can’t  afford  it...  so  they  have 
to  live  in  places  that  are  way  below  average," 
writes  Khamyuk.  "here  they  have  lots  of  oppor- 
tunity and  many  people  come  here  for  that.  The 
high  cost  of  rent  makes  life  so  hard,  other  things 
can’t  be  afforded.” 

"I  think  that  in  San  Francisco,  in  most  cases, 
the  rent  and  food  go  hand  in  hand,”  wrote 
Margarita.  The  data  seem  to  amplify  her  rent/ 
food  connection.  The  average  family  size  in  the 
sample  was  5 3 persons,  and  the  average  monthly 
rent  bill  was  $878.50  per  month  for  an  average 
of  2.6  bedrooms  per  flat  This  averages  to  less 
than  half  a bedroom  per  person. 

The  study  also  found  that  the  cost  of  food 
was  equivalent  to  (and  sometimes  exceeded)  the 
cost  of  rent.  Monthly  food  costs  averaged  $803 


per  month,  and  the  combined  rent/food  costs 
averaged  nearly  $1,700  per  month  ($1,681.50), 
which  was  85%  of  the  monthly  income- after - 
taxes  of  $1,981.  Are  people  over-buying  on 
food?  On  the  contrary.  If  5.3  persons  are  eating 
$803  worth  of  food  per  month,  this  comes  to 
only  37.88  per  individual  per  week,  underscor- 
ing Margarita’s  point  made  alx"-"* 


Since  less  than  $300  was  left  to  spend  on 
transportation,  heat  and  electricity,  clothes  and 
“emergencies”,  it  was  clear  that  little  money 
was  left  for  auto  insurance  and  family  health 
insurance.  Fewer  than  50%  of  the  families 
sampled  had  automobile  insurance,  and  fewer 
than  40%  had  any  sort  of  family  health  plan 
whatsoever. 


The  study  also  asked  and  analyzed  the 
number  and  proportion  of  working  students,  and 
whether  or  not  their  income  helped  defray  the 
net  family  cost  of  living  in  San  Francisco.  More 
than  80%  of  the  students  said  they  worked, 
nearly  all  for  minimum  wages.  Of  the  students 
that  worked,  more  than  half  worked  weekends 
and  at  least  one  day  per  week,  57.6%  worked 


more  than  20  hours  per  week  (in  violation  of 
Federal  and  State  law),  38.7%  worked  more 
than  30  hours  per  week,  and  15.8%  worked  40  ot 
more  hours  per  week.  One  of  the  students 
working  more  than  40  hours  per  week  said  that 
(the  student)  worked  at  the  Greyhound  Bus 
Terminal  — on  the  midnight  shift  — for  $4.25 
an  hour.  Federal  and  State  Law  limits  the  work 


load  of  minors  under  1 8 years  of  age  to  20  hours 
per  week. 

Moreover,  the  same  student  was  having  at- 
tendance problems,  and  finding  it  nearly  impos- 
sible to  do  homework.  It  was  only  after  our 
revealing  conversation  regarding  the  above  that 
(the  student)  decided  to  slop  working  so  much 
and  return  to  studies  full  time.  (The  student) 
became  a participant  in  the  Survey  and  Data 
Analysis  Study  Group. 

The  purpose  of  this  study  arose  from  obser- 
vations that  many  of  the  students  were  working 
during  their  senior  year  of  high  school,  often  to  ' 
the  detriment  of  their  studies  as  a result  of  the 
excessive  hours.  The  students  were  often  unin- 
terested in  mathematics  classes,  particularly 
because  they  could  not  see  any  relevance  it  had 
in  their  lives  — until  this  study. 

“When  we  started  doing  this  study,  I was 
suspicious.  I thought  it  was  just  another  teacher 
plot  to  get  us  to  do  homework,”  wrote  one 
student  “We  ended  up  using  our  math  to  ana- 
lyze things  in  our  environment  things  that  really 
count  in  our  lives.”  Another  student  agreed, 
“It’s  a great  idea,  doing  work  like  this  and  then 
getting  published,  because  it  shows  that  our 
opinions  really  mean  something,  and  really 
almost  everyone  I know  has  trouble  (being  able 
to  afford)  to  live  in  San  Francisco.” 

“We  should  tell  our  authorities  to  do  some- 
thing about  this,”  pondered  one  of  the  students. 
Another  concluded,  “How  can  we  live  right  in 
San  Francisco?  It’s  easieT  for  people  to  steal 
because  they  can’t  afford  things.  Our  rent  is  so 
high  we  can’t  do  anything...  we  should  go  on 
strike.” 

After  compiling  pie  graphs  and  bar  graphs  to 
represent  and  interpret  the  data  they  collected, 
the  students  discussed  these  matters  among 
themselves.  Many  of  them  had  very  specific 
thoughts  about  the  cost  of  living  in  San  Fran- 
cisco. 

Patrick  Gallegos 
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"A  Diamond  in  the  Mission" 
NMN4/89 

3214  16th  (GUERRERO) 
431-5838 

Free  parking  after  5 pm. 
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Quan  Yin 

Acupuncture  & Herb  Center 
of  San  Francisco 


Acupuntura  Y Hierbas 

Practicantes  Bilingue 
Jos6  Gomez  Y Hope  McDonnell 


Por  favor  Llamen  Durante  Estas  Horn  Para  HaccrUna 
Cita -Acceptance  Medi-Cal  Y Secure  M4dko  Prlvado. 


1748  Market  Street ; near  Valencia.  • (415)861-1101 


MAHTES. 


HORAS: 


MIEACOLES. 

JUQfEfl 

VERGES 

SABAOOS  „ 


.10AM-9PM 
.2  PM-  10  PM 
. 3 PM  • 9 PM 
.2PM-7PM 
.1  PM  ■ 5410  PM—' 


Acupuncture 

Herbs 

Nutritional  Counseling 
Hypnotherapy 
Psychic  Consulting 
Shiatsu  Massage 
Swedish  Massage 
Breema  Bodywork 

ix 


Vm 


MONEY 

FOR 

COLLEGE. 


Regardless  of  your  income.  GPA  and  test  scores,  you  are  eligible  for 
little-known  sources  of 

• scholarships  • grants 

• fellowships  • special  awards 

• work-study  • low  and  no-interest  loans 

• and  many  other  private  and  public  programs 
you've  probably  never  even  heard  about 


given  by  . . 

• foundations 

• trust  funds 

• memorials 

• philanthropies 

• government  agencies 

• religious  and  civic  groups 

• and  many  other  private  and  public  organizations 
you’ve  also  probably  never  heard  about 


unions 

corporations 

alumni  groups 

fraternal  and  social  clubs 

professional  associations 

business  and  trade  organizations 


We  will  provide  you  with  a complete  personal  listing  identifying  all  the 
money  you  will  need  for  your  college  education— everything  from 
grants  and  scholarships  to  tax-deduction  strategies 


!• 


NATIONAL  , _ . _B  _ . . ..._ 

"WHB  [415)931-1917 

■ SERVICE 


N 


.fCs  Computer  Sick? 

We  make  house  calls. 

We  not  only  build  the  best  clones  in  the  Bay  Area,  but  we  repair 
computers  and  peripherals.  Our  repair  service  is  based  on 
getting  you  up  and  running  as  soon  as  possible,  often  in  less 
than  24  hours. 

Mention  this  ad  and  receive  a 10%  discount  on  parts  and  labor. 

Experts  in  assisting  non-prof  its  and  small  business  — Full  on- 
site installation  and  training  — Complete  system  and  network 
solutions  — Classes  — Consulting  — Servicing  — Repair 

Noe  Valley  Computers 

Helping  people  to  use  computers 
^ 85  29th  Street  @ San  Jose  Ave.  282-3000  j 
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SAN  FRANCISCO  FREE  SHELTER  CHART 
DECEMBER  1989 


NAME.  LOCATION.  IM  IONL  NUMBER 

WHO'S  ELIGIBLE 

WHAT  TO  DO 

MEALS 

ASIAN  WOMEN  S SHELTER 

Box  19,  3543  18th  St.,  S.F.,  94110  (mailing  address  only) 

731-7100  (any  time) 

Battered  women  (and 
their  children) 

Call  M-F  10am-6pm.  New  people  accepted  only  T-Th,  except  in  emergencies.  You  may  stay  up  to  9 weeks. 
Priority  given  Asian  mothc  rs  with  limited  resources  and  no  English.  Singles  asked  for  S//day,  families  S10,  but 
noonc  turned  away  for  lack  of  money.  Multi-lingual  staff.  Referral,  counseling,  clothing  available. 

Kitchen  and 
food  available 
for  cooking 

CANON  KIP  SMELTER 

174  8th  St.  (near  Howard)  861-6801  (after  5pm) 

Men;  pets  OK 

Line  up  at  7pm  for  an  overnight  bed  (60  available  nightly).  Showers,  counseling,  and  medical  services 
available.  Bilingual  staff. 

Dinner 

Breakfast 

DIAMOND  YOUTH  SHELTER 

536  Central  St.  (near  Grove)  567-1020  (any  time) 

Anyone  12-17 

Show  up  9:45-1 1pm.  (Latecomers  may  be  accepted.)  Guardians  contacted  after  third  night.  Bilingual  staff. 
Counseling  and  support  group6  available. 

Dinner 

Breakfast 

DOLORES  ST.  SHELTER 
208  Dolores  St.  (at  15th  St.) 

861-5426  (shelter).  861-1434  (church) 

Contral-Amcncan  or 
Mexican  men 

Get  a referral  from  one  of  these  agencies:  CRECE  at  St.  John's  Lutheran  Church,  1050  S.  Van  Ness  (near 
21st  St.),  824-5928;  Catholic  Charities,  2940  16th  St.  (near  S.  Van  Ness),  861-8306;  or  Good  Samaritan 
Episcopal  Church,  1292  Potrero  (near  25th  St.),  824-3500.  Shelter  opens  at  9pm.  Bilingual  staff. 

Dinner 

Breakfast 

EPISCOPAL  SANCTUARY 
201  8th  St.  (at  Howard) 
863-3893  (any  time) 

Women,  disabled  persons, 
men  55  and  over;  pets  OK 

Call  or  come  in  any  time  to  talk  to  an  intake  worker  about  a bed.  You  may  stay  up  to  30  days.  Volunteers 
may  get  90  days’  guaranteed  shelter-make  your  willingness  known.  Medical  services,  counseling,  clothing 
available;  also  classes  in  reading,  writing,  and  speaking  English.  Bilingual  staff. 

Breakfast 

Lunch 

Dinner 

HAMILTON  FAMILY  CENTER 
(formerly  Haight-Ashbury  Family  Shelter) 

1515  Waller  St.  (near  Belvedere) 

665-2354  (shelter),  665-2100  (administrative  office) 

1 - or  2-parcnt  families, 
pregnant  women  of  any 
age,  expectant  couples 

Call  first  if  possible.  Shelter  opens  at  4pm.  Dinner  at  7pm.  Guests  must  be  in  by  9pm,  but  newcomers  will 
be  accepted  after  9pm  in  an  emergency.  Proof  of  pregnancy  required.  24-hour  shelter  for  pregnant  women 
needing  bed  rest  or  women  with  pre -school  children;  others  must  be  out  by  7:45am.  Medical  services, 
counseling,  and  children's  clothing  available. 

Dinner 

Breakfast 

HOSPITALITY  HOUSE 

146  Leavenworth  St.  (near  Turk) 
776-2102  (any  time) 

Men 

Get  4-mght  tickets  at  5:30am  Tuesday,  3-night  tickets  at  5:30am  Saturday,  extra  tickets  any  day  at  6pm; 

5 one-night  tickets  available  Monday-Friday  at  9am  from  the  Tenderloin  Self-Help  Center,  191  Golden 
Gate  (at  Leavenworth),  554-0518.  Drop-ins  given  extra  spaces  if  available  at  11pm. 

HOSPITALITY  HOUSE  YOUTH  HOUSING 
146  Ixavcnworth  St.  (near  Turk) 

776-2102  (Mon-Fri  9am-5pm) 

16-18-year-olds,  and 
employed  18-20-ycar-olds 

Go  in  9am-5pm  Monday-Friday  and  speak  to  a case  manager.  Guardians  of  minors  contacted  before 
shelter  is  granted.  Job  program  available  for  16-20-year-olds.  Counseling  available.  Restaurant  vouchers 
available  to  clients  under  18  in  job  program  or  on  shelter  waiting  list. 

Breakfast 

Lunch 

Dinner 

HUCKLEBERRY  HOUSE 
1292  Page  St.  (at  Lyon) 
621-2929  (any  time) 

Anyone  12-17 

Call  for  appointment  if  possible.  Shelter  granted  for  up  to  5 days  after  attempt  is  made  to  contact 
guardians.  Medical  services  available  Monday-Friday.  Counseling  available. 

Breakfast 

Lunch 

Dinner 

LA  CASA  DE  LAS  MADRES 

Office:  965  Mission  St.,  Suite  218  (near  5th  St.) 

333-1515  (crisis  line),  777-1808  (Mon-Fri  9am-5pm) 

Battered  women  (and  their 
children) 

Call.  Bilingual  staff  (Spanish/English).  Counseling,  support  groups  available.  You  may  stay  up  to  8 weeks. 
For  counseling  and  referrals  to  other  agencies,  call  for  an  appointment  if  possible  or  drop  by  the  office 
Monday-Friday  9am-5pm.  Volunteers  welcome  — call  Bcmita  at  777-1808,  Monday-Friday  9a m-5pm. 

Breakfast 

Lunch 

Dinner 

MAYOR'S  INTERFAITH  SHELTER  PROGRAM 
Dec.  4-16:  St.  Teresa  Church,  390  Missouri  (at  Connecticut) 
Dec  16-31:  Call  864-0296  for  current  location 
864-0296  (shelter  requests), 554-6114  (mayor's office) 

Single  women,  God- 
parent families 
(Single  men  call  864-0296 
for  men’s  shelter  info) 

Call  first  if  possible  (864-0296);  or  show  up  at  the  current  shelter  site  at  7pm.  Location  changes  every  2 
weeks.  For  a ride  to  the  women’s  shelter,  show  up  at  6:30pm  at  Ozanam  Center,  1175  Howard  (near  7th 
St.);  or  at  Hamilton  Family  Center,  1525  Waller  (near  Haight).  30  beds  available  nightly.  You  must  be  out 
by  7am.  A men’s  shelter  may  open  Dec.  1;  call  864-0296  for  information. 

Dinner 

Breakfast 

MISSIONARIES  OF  CHARITY 
974  Valencia  St.  (near  2 1st  St.) 
821-9687  (any  day  9am-noon,  4-5pm) 

Pregnant  women  (and 
their  children  under  5) 

Call.  New  people  are  not  taken  in  on  Thursdays  and  Sundays.  Proof  of  pregnancy  required.  You  may  stay 
one  month  after  childbirth.  Multi-lingual  staff. 

Breakfast 

Lunch 

Dinner 

OZANAM  CENTER 
1175  Howard  St.  (near  7th  St.) 
864-0296  (Mon-Fri  9am-5pm) 

Men 

40  3-mght  tickets  given  out  Mon.  l-2pm  and  40  4-mght  tickets  Thurs.  l-2pm  at  Ozanam  Center.  On  Thurs. 
before  a holiday,  5-mght  tickets  given  out.  Shelter  opens  6pm.  6 tickets  available  at  St.  Patrick's,  756  Mission 
(near  3rd  St.),  421-0547, 8:30  — 9am:  20  tickets  at  Old  St.  Mary’s,  660  California  (at  Grant),  986-4388,  at  4:30pm. 

Dinner 

Breakfast 

PIERCE-ARROW  SHELTER 
1001  Polk  St.  (at  Geary) 
441-3042  (any  time) 

Men 

Show  up  any  time  between  8am  and  10pm  to  talk  to  an  intake  worker  about  a bed.  You  may  stay  up  to  30 
days,  and  you  don't  have  to  leave  during  the  day.  Counseling  available. 

Breakfast 

Lunch 

Dinner 

RAPHAEL  HOUSE 

1065  Sutter  St.  (between  Hyde  & Larkin) 

474-4000  (shelter  requests),  474-4621  (office) 

1-  and  2-parcnt  families, 
pregnant  women  in  their 
last  three  months 

Call  for  appointment  (the  earlier  in  the  day  the  better).  Adults  are  asked  for  S3/day,  children  S2.  but  no 
one  is  turned  away  for  lack  of  money. 

Breakfast 

Lunch 

Dinner 

ROSALIE  HOUSE 

Office:  1745  Folsom  (at  14th  St.) 

255-0165  (Mon-Fri  9am-5pm) 

Battered  and  sexually 
assaulted  women  (and 
their  children) 

Call  for  phone  interview.  Women  are  asked  for  $6/day  (no  charge  for  their  children),  but  no  one  is  turned 
away  for  lack  of  money.  Bilingual  staff.  Counseling  and  support  group  available. 

Breakfast 

Lunch 

Dinner 

SALVATION  ARMY 

341  Eddy  St.  (near  Jones)  474-6364  (lpm-7am) 

Men 

Line  up  at  6pm  daily  to  get  an  overnight  bed  at  8pm  Medical  services  available. 

Snack  at  9pm, 
5:30am 

ST.  ANNE'S  SHELTER  (St.  Peter’s  Parish) 
1249  Alabama  St.  (at  24th  St.) 

861-5426  (8am-5pm)  or  647-3433  (9pm-7am) 

Central-American  or 
Mexican  men 

Get  a referral  from  one  of  these  agencies:  CRECE  at  St.  John’s  Lutheran  Church,  1050  S.  Van  Ness  (near 
21st  St.),  824-5928;  Catholic  Chanties,  2940  16th  St.  (near  S.  Van  Ness),  861-8306;  or  Good  Samaritan 
Episcopal  Church,  1292  Potrero  (near  25th  St.).  824-3500.  Shelter  opens  at  9pm.  Bilingual  staff. 

Dinner 

Breakfast 

ST.  ANTHONY'S 

45  Jones  St.  (near  Golden  Gate) 

552-0243  (l:30pm-10am) 

552-3838  ext.  147  (M-F  10:00am-l:30pm) 

Single  women  (women 
with  children  accepted  in 
an  emergency) 

Line  up  3:30pm  Wednesday  fora  lottery  ticket  to  get  a 7-night  pass  (44  available  weekly).  Those  without  weekly 
passes  sign  up  3:30pm  any  day  except  Wednesday  for  vacancies  available  at  7pm.  Showers  sometimes  required. 
Medical  services  available.  Showers,  delousing,  haircuts,  and  laundry  available  for  women  (guests  and  others) 
M-F 5: 15-7: 15pm;  for  men  M-F  2: 15-4:30pm.  Showers  available  weekends,  same  hours 

Snack  at 
7:30pm 

• indicates  important  changes  since  11/1/89  We  d like  your  corrections,  comments,  or  additions  for  our  next  monthly  update.  Please  call  648-3222 
^ **  This  chart  may  be  reproduced  freely  (but  call  first  to  make  sure  you  have  the  most  current  information). 
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CIVILITY  AND 
SERVICE  IS 
OUR  MOTTO. 

(SOME  TIMES) 


501-  Valencia 
x 

16th  Street 


VICIOUS  GUARD  DOG 
NOW  ON  DUTY 
(OWNER  IS  MEAN,  TOO) 


a refusal  often  offends. 


OPEN  6am  — 2am 

NO  MINORS 
AFTER  11P.M. 


THE  NEW 


— DRAMATIC  CHRONICLE  — 

"WE  WRITE  WHAT  WE  LIKE  - AND  WE  PRINT  IT" 

VOLUME  IV,  Number  2 PUBLISHED  BY  THE  JULIAN  THEATRE  OF  SAN  FRANCISCO  DECEMBER  1989 


An  Original  Opera  composed  by  Carman  Moore 
and  written  by  Ishmael  Reed  and  Colleen  McEIroy. 


A Centennial  celebration  of  the  Hayview  Opera  H o u * c 
hay  view  Opera  House,  4705  Third  Street,  San  Francisco,  CA  824-0386 
PREVIEW  December  7,  1989  at  8:00  PM  PERFORMANCE  DATES: 
December  8,  9,  15,  16  at  8:00  PM  December  10  8c  17  at  3:00  PM 

For  ticket  information  call  Theater  Box  Office:  824-0386  or  Tickctroo. 


LANDMARK  BUILDING  IS 
NEIGHBORHOOD  CULTURAL  CENTER 

Back  in  1888-89  the  area  we  now  call  Bayview-Hunters 
Point  was  called  Butchertown,  and  is  still  remembered  as  that  by 
some  old-time  members  of  the  Italian  community  who  settled  the 
neighborhood.  It  had  its  own  tTain  stop,  and  vaudeville/ musical  shows 
would  stop  at  the  "South  San  Francisco  Opera  House"  (nobody  wanted  it 
called  "Butchertown  Opera  House")  to  test  their  acts  on  this  tough  audience 
before  facing  the  mainstream  crowds  and  critics  downtown. 

From  the  Examiner  of  February  1889:  "Butchertown  News"  column:  "The 
SSF  Opera  House  has  just  been  completed  at  a cost  of  $25,000,  and  it’s  one  of 
the  most  substantial  improvements  in  that  quarter.  It  has  not  net  been 
inspected  by  the  fire  authorities."  The  Examiner,  ever  critical  of 
neighborhood  arts  pretentions,  goes  on:  "the  aisles  on  the  main  floor  are  a 
little  narrow,  and  the  chairs  are  not  fastened  down,"  and  notes  that  one  of 
the  three  "wide  exits"  is  "common  with  the  gallery  (balcony)  exit."  Oh, 
horrors!  Their  readers  might  have  to  bump  shoulders  with  common  folk, 
maybe  real  butchers! 

The  Hearst  folks,  conscious  of  "placement"  in  newspapers,  followed  the 
Opera  House  opening  announcement  with  a story  of  a "Rat  Charmer" 
visiting  Butchertown  the  same  day,  calling  them  out  from  under  the 
slaughterhouses  with  a whistle-  pied-piper  like  - then  capturing  them  and 
stuffing  them  in  boxes  for  their  final  journey. 

The  Opera  House  fell  into  disuse  with  the  exodus  of  the  slaughterhouses, 
and  was  revived  in  the  1970's  when  money  was  allocated  to  the  Arts 
Commission  for  "Neighborhood  Cultural  Centers"  in  the  wake  of  the  battle 
over  financing  of  Davies  Symphony  Hall. 

It's  now  partially  funded  by  the  Arts  Commission  and  Grants  For  The  Arts 
(Hotel  Tax  Fund),  and  has  a community  board  to  program  it  with  a busy 
schedule  of  public  events,  after-school  programs,  two  choirs  (the  Youth 
Choir  is  featured  in  the  new  Pepsi  commercial),  and  excellent  and  growing 
photography  and  other  visual  arts  programs  for  adults  and  kids.  Call  Gail 
at  824-0386  for  a full  description. 


INSIDE/BACKSIDE:  The  Most  Beautiful  Women  in 

the  World,  Color-Me  Page,  More  Mark  Twain  on  Earthquakes, 

Coming  Next  Month! 

Subscribe  to  The  New  Dramatic  Chronicle  & The  Exciting  25th 
Anniversary  Year  of  The  Julian  Theatre  by  calling  626-8986. 


BAYVIEW  OPERA  HOUSE 
COMPLETES  100  YEAR 
CELEBRATION  WITH 
WILD  NEW  OPERA 

Award-Winning  Choreographer  of  The  Wiz  stars  in 
Ishmael  Reed-Colleen  McEIroy  Opera  - Carman 
Moore  music  makes  sparks  fly. 

OPERA  — IN  HUNTERS  POINT?  "The  Wild  Gardens  of  the 
Loup  Garou  opens  a two-week  run  at  San  Francisco’s  oldest  theatre,  the 
Bayview  Opera  House,  on  December  8.  To  make  your  reservations  for  this 
historic  event  call  824-0386. 

Wild  Gardens  takes  its  central  image  from  Louisiana  voodoo  folklore.  A 
Loup  Garou  is  a werewolf  spirit.  Four  people  come  together  at  a nocturnal 
ritual  on  the  Bayou  to  deal  with  their  "beast  within."  Composer  Carman 
Moore  calls  it  "a  spirit  that  makes  us  crazy  and  unpredictable,  but  also 
creative  and  able  to  love."  Co-author  Ishmael  Reed  says  Loup  Garous  are 
"anything  that  preys  on  you,  causes  you  needless  misery  and  anxiety  . . . 
'This  eager  beast  inside  me  seems  never  satisfied.'" 

Much  of  the  text  deals  with  folklore,  with  urban  scenes,  with  the 
ambiguous  nature  of  male/ female  relationships.  The  audience  is  asked  to 
step  into  a mystical,  magical  world  of  dreams,  fantasies  and  illusion. 

The  Wild  Gardens  of  the  Loup  Garou  is  the  final  event  of  a year-long 
centennial  festival  celebrating  the  life  of  San  Francisco’s  oldest  theatre 
facility,  the  only  one  still  standing  to  have  survived  the  1906  earthquake, 
and  "our"  1989  shaker. 

OTHER  NEIGHBORHOOD  CULTURAL  CENTERS 

Once  you've  seen  the  Dewey  Crumpler  mural  in  the  courtyard  by  the 
Bayview  Opera  House  (4705  Third  Street  - 824-0386),  you'll  want  to  drive  or 
bus  to  see  his  jazz  mural  on  the  Western  Addition  Cultural  Center  (762  Fulton 
near  Webster  - 921-7976).  Stop  in  to  visit  the  Sargent  Johnson  Gallery,  the 
lovely  210  seat  Buriel  Clay  II  Theatre  (with  seats  bolted  down),  and  go 
upstairs  to  visit  the  classes  being  conducted  by  the  Center  and  its  resident 
companies,  or  stop  in  at  the  SF  Costume  Bank  on  the  second  floor. 

Then  buzz  over  to  the  South  of  Market  Cultural  Center  (934  Brannan  near 
Eighth  - 552-2131)  to  see  a retrospective  of  Crumpler’s  amazing  work  in  the 
SOMAR  GALLERY,  there  through  the  end  of  December.  Visit  the  front  of 
the  building,  where  Support  Services  for  the  Arts  maintains  an  extensive 
Equipment  Bank  of  low-cost  stages,  lights,  and  sound  equipment  for 
community  arts  events,  and  upstairs  where  low-cost  Graphic  Services  are 
provided  for  non-profits. 

The  Mission  Cultural  Center  (2868  Mission,  by  24th  St  BART  - 821-1155)  is 
adorned  with  a gorgeous  mural  as  well,  and  houses  a fine  gallery  for  Latino 
arts.  Mission  Grafica  (who  make  all  those  beautiful  silksreen  posters  you 
love),  and  many  classes,  along  with  a theatre  that  is  still  waiting  to  be 
properly  equipped.  El  Teatro  de  la  Esperanza  is  the  theatre  company-in- 
residence at  MCC,  and  they  can  be  called  at  695-1410,  for  their  upcoming 
schedule. 

The  City  doesn't  own  the  Chinese  Cultural  Center  (750  Kearney  - 986- 
1822),  but  funds  programs  there,  and  there's  a fine  gallery  and  a large  hall- 
theatre  in  the  space,  which  occupies  the  third  floor  of  the  Holiday  Inn  on 
the  site  of  the  demolished,  beautiful  "Old  Hall  of  Justice,"  tom  down  by 
Redevelopment. 

For  more  information  on  all  the  centers  and  other  neighborhood  programs, 
call  the  Neighborhood  Arts  Program  of  the  San  Francisco  Arts  Commission, 

558-3463. 


COLOR  ME  BEAUTIFUL 

Get  out  your  pens  - color  these  photos.  From  Top  L:  Best  buy  on  a computer,  the 
incredible  Laser  PC3  from  Sears,  $159.  Top  R:  Best  anti-war  novel  in  our  half-century 
- Aardvark  Books  & others.  R:  NY  Times  full-color  coverage  of  Mission  District  in 
October  "Sophisticated  Traveller."  (Know  those  spots?)  Bottom  R:  Theatre  in 
danger  of  being  tom  down.  Mission  near  22nd  Street  (Story  next  month).  Bottom  L: 
Our  leader  uses  spade  of  a different  color  (try  red,  white,  blue).  Center  L:  Shop  in 
Hollister,  CA.  Have  fun! 
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Slender-billed  avocet 


Shakespeare's  Falstaff,  in  one  of  the  Henry  IV  plays  (re-read  this  line  aloud),  speaks  an  "ode  to  wine"  ~ "It  provokes  the 
desire,  but  takes  away  the  performance."  After  our  October  17  earth  "incident,"  columnist  Herb  Caen  tried  some  bad  joke; 
about  lovemaking  and  earth  moving,  but  concluded  "as  aphrodisiac,  earthquakes  are  no  great  shakes." 

It  took  the  work  of  four  young  women,  all  less  than  half  my  age,  to  jolt  me  out  of  my  indifference  toward  matters  of  love  and  I 
and  I unashamedly  admit  to  falling  in  love  with  all  of  them  in  a brief  3 1/2  week  period.  Not  for  their  physical  beauty,  but  for  t 
work  they  are  doing.  I doubt  they  dwell  on  how  good  they  really  are  --  what  heroes  they  are  in  bettering  the  world. 

I hereby  challenge  anyone  anyone  to  find  four  more  beautiful  women.  --RR 


f 


Here  they  are,  and  when  I encountered  them: 


UPPER  LEFT:  (11/16,  at  the  Bridge  Walk)  Roxanne.  Age.  last  name,  race 
unknown.  Simply  Roxanne,  works  at  the  Copy  Mat  in  San  Rafael.  At  the 
Bridge  Walk  (first  suggested  by  New  Dramatic  Chron  in  our  Nov.  issue!)  she 
was  selling  the  most  tasteful  T-shirts.  When  I mustered  the  courage  to  speak 
to  her,  she  proudly  staled  she  had  begun  the  San  Francisco/Bay  Area  1989 
Quake  Relief  Fund  because  "I  couldn't  stand  to  see  people  (in  Marin)  not 
doing  anything.  We're  raising  $100,000  for  the  homeless  quake  victims  — 
by  Christmas!"  And  she'll  do  it,  too!  We  have  to  get  Steve  Martin  to  match 
every  penny  of  it,  and  least  2 to  1.  Give  Roxanne  a call  at  the  San  Rafael 
Copy  Mat.  The  shirts  are  $15.  Send  her  more. 

UPPER  RIGHT:  (11/22,  Herbst  Theatre)  Ute  Lemper.  Age  26.  German. 
More  famous  than  the  other  3,  but  equally  no  less  than  perfect  at  what  she  is 
doing  for  the  world.  Stood  on  the  spot  where  The  United  Nations  was  signed 
into  being,  singing  and  explaining  the  songs  and  ideas  of  a Jewish  composer 
(Kurt  Weill)  threatened  with  imprisonment  and  almost  certain  death,  forced  to 
work  in  exile  from  his  country  most  of  his  life.  Ute  is  completely  unafraid  to 
confront  and  explore  "The  German  Question,"  and  has  total  command  - both 
acting  and  singing-wise  - of  Weill’s  difficult  repertoire.  Her  biography  on  her 
album  lists  her  latest  accomplishment  as  "One  Man  Show  - Casino  at  Monte 
Carlo."  If  there’s  a man  under  that  dress.  I'm  willing  to  change  my  sexual 
preference,  or  my  sex.  Go  buy  her  album:  Ute  Lemper  Singt  Kurt 


LOWER  RIGHT:  (10/28,  San  Juan  Bautista)  Vllma  Silva.  Chicana,  age 
22.  Played  the  protagonist  in  "Simply  Maria"  at  El  Teatro  Campesino  in  the 
charming  town  of  San  Juan  Bautista.  It's  a funny  & touching  bi-cultural  play 
about  "How  to  be  a Mexican  Girl,"  written  by  Josefina  Lopez,  who  was  17  at 
the  time,  well  directed  by  Amy  Gonzalez.  Vilma  is  the  one  we  see  and  love, 
in  a flawless  performance  untouched  by  actorliness  or  pomp.  See  her  in 
December  In  Belasco's  "Rose  of  the  Rancho"  by  ETC  In  the 
Old  Mission  In  San  Juan,  through  December  17.  Call  first:  408- 
623-2444,  as  performances  sell  out.  Insist  they  bring  "Simply  Maria"  to  San 
Francisco  while  you're  on  the  phone. 

LOWER  LEFT:  (11/11,  at  American  Indian  Film  Festival)  Michelle  St. 
John.  Indian  & Mixed.  Now  22,  she  portrays  a 12  year  old  Blackfool  girl 
in  the  Canadian  feature  film  "Where  The  Spirit  Lives."  Abducted  with  her 
brother  from  their  remote  Rocky  Mountain  village  by  the  white  Indian  Agent, 
the  Episcopalians  try  to  "civilize"  her,  but  they  end  up  escaping  to  home 
when  a rich  Montreal  benefactor  of  the  school  tries  to  adopt  her.  An 
incredibly  beautiful  film,  mixing  humor  and  pathos  to  wrench  your  emotions. 
Michelle's  performance  is  wonderful,  and  she's  now  personally  carrying  the 
film  around  the  world  in  search  of  a distributor.  If  you  can  help  her,  write  her 
at  Amazing  Spirit  Productions,  194  Sherbourne  Street,  Suite  1, 
Toronto,  M5A2R7.  Costs  40g  to  send  a letter  to  Canada. 


Shelter  1989  - San  Francisco, 

6th  St  Ramp,  1-280.  Veteran’s  Day. 


Damage  Above 


- 1-280  Support,  g 


RICHARD'S  ALMANAC: 

There's  so  much  to  list  this  month,  and  so  little  space  we  can't 
do  it  all.  Catch  The  Lodz  Ghetto,  powerful  film  at  the  Roxie  for  the  next 
couple  of  weeks,  and  the  WOMEN  IN  FILM  FESTIVAL  in  January.  You  won't 
be  sorry! 

On  December  12,  there's  a Middle  East  Children's  Concert  Benefit,  with  some 
of  the  top  Lebanese  musicians  with  such  old  humanist  stalwarts  as  Holly 
Near  and  Peter  Seeger. 

To  keep  up,  the  best  listings,  in  our  mind,  are  in  the  SF  WEEKLY,  in  COMING 
UP,  and  (selectively)  in  BAY  AREA  REPORTER,  and  of  course  THE  NORTH 
MISSION  NEWS  Check  your  other  neighborhood  newspapers  - ask  them  to 
carry  more  listings  for  your  neighborhood.  For  a city-wide  FREE  VISUAL  & 
PERFORMING  ARTS  CALENDAR,  call  Performing  Arts  Services  at  552- 
3505. 

Tips:  For  Christmas  this  year,  buy  recycled  items  at  the  excellent  Community 
Thrift  Store  on  Valencia  Street  between  17th  & 18.  It  has  a fine  book  section 
now.  Check  the  other  used  goods  and  book  shops  up  and  down  Valencia  and 
nearby  as  well. 

Best  adult  new  book:  Dirty  Work,  Larry  Brown.  Best  children’s  book:  Here 
Comes  The  Cat,  bilingual  English-Russian  tale,  with  pronunciation  guide. 

Get  both  - for  yourself  or  those  you  love. 

NEXT  MONTH:  We’ll  begin  the  serialization  of  Isabel  Allende's  'The  Power 
of  Art"  speech  delivered  in  November  in  San  Jose.  We'll  also  preview  the 
Julian  Theatre's  amazing  and  surprising  25th  Anniversary  Year,  and  will  tell 
amazing  stories  about  the  scary  Bridge  Walk  and  other  POST  EARTH 
QUAKE  REPORTS.  One  PEQR  will  be  on  the  December  1 "Ozymandius" 
device  designed  to  shake  down  the  Nimitz  Freeway.  Another  will  be  on 
"Hying  TWH  (Tragedies  Waiting  to  Happen).  Should  be  fun!  Also  a 
Bukminster  Fuller  on  Democracy,  since  it’s  so  much  in  the  news  these  days. 

Call  us  at  626-3668  to  volunteer  to  help,  or  to  subscribe. 

QUAKE  WATCH:  By  "Moon  in  Perigee"  theory,  the  next  quake  might  come 
around  December  10,  but  the  pull  of  the  Sun  and  Moon  is  the  strongest  for  the 
coming  year  is  from  January  4 to  7.  My  numerology  friends  say  January  6. 
Believe  what  you  want. 


Arabic  Book  Center  / 


79 1 Valencia  St.  San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
P.O.  Box  6678 

San  Francisco,  CA  94101  - 6678 
Phone  (4  15)  864-1585  • FAX  (4  15)  864-2560 


"The  gift  of  fantasy  has  meant  more  to  me  than  my  talent 
for  absorbing  positive  knowledge" 

-Albert  Einstein 


CORRECTION:  The  New  Dramatic  Chronicle  almost  never  makes 
mistakes,  but  we  did  in  November.  In  "Get  Real  News  On  The  Radio"  we  printed 
the  wrong  call  number  for  the  Mission-based  KALW-FM.  It’s  very  much  on  the 
air  (thanks  to  Wells  Fargo  Bank  and  KSFO-KYA,  and  it’s  still  at  91.7  on  the  dial. 
Tune  In!  This  paper  deeply  regrets  printing  the  call  number  of  a clearly  inferior 
"rival"  FM  news  station.  Great  News  - Great  Cultural  Programming  on  all  our 
world  cultures,  on  KALW,  91.711  


The  New  Dramatic 
Chronicle 

Published  as  a Pull-Out  Insert  in  The  North 
Mission  News.  ©1989  by  The  Julian  Theatre 
PO  Box  411015,  San  Francisco  94141 
Editor:  Richard  Reineccius 


Take  A Trip  This  Winter 
aboard 

THE  GREEN  TORTOISE 


Join  us  for  New  Year's 
We  re  at  El  Agua  Cerro  in 

the  Mexico  Jungle. 

Call  The  Green  Tortoise 
821-0803 

Many  Options  Available 


Mark  Twain  felt  some  good  shakers  a few  days  after  he  arrived  in  SF  to 
write  for  The  Call  in  1864.  Here's  part  of  one  of  his  daily  descriptions: 

"At  five  minutes  to  nine  o’clock  last  night,  San  Francisco  was  favored  by  another  earthquake. 

There  were  three  distinct  shocks,  two  of  which  were  very  heavy,  and  appeared  to  have  been  done  on 
purpose,  but  the  third  did  not  amount  to  much.  Heretofore  our  earthquakes  . . . have  been 
distinguished  by  a soothing  kind  of  undulating  motion,  like  the  roll  of  waves  on  the  sea,  but  we  are 
happy  to  state  that  they  are  shaking  her  up  from  below  now.  The  shocks  last  night  came  straight  up 
from  that  direction;  and  it  is  sad  to  reflect,  in  these  spiritual  times,  that  they  might  possibly  have 
been  freighted  with  urgent  messages  from  some  of  our  departed  friends.  The  suggestion  is  worthy 
of  a moment's  serious  reflection,  at  any  rate." 

There  was  a Democratic  Convention  in  town:  "Either  the  earthquake  or  the  Convention,  or  both 
combined,  made  the  atmosphere  mighty  dense  and  sulphurous  all  day.  If  it  was  the  Democrats 
alone,  they  do  not  smell  good,  and  it  certainly  cannot  be  healthy  to  have  them  around." 


North  Mission  News  - December,  1989  - Page  15 


*************** 

© 

t 


CHUCK  FULL  O’CHIPS 

by  Manuel  E.  Davila 


When  the  first  IBM  personal  computer  was  introduced  in  1981, 
it  tapped  the  power  of  a micro  processor  that  had  25,000  micro- 
scopic transistors.  The  latest  micro  processor  in  this  category 
is  INTEL’S  80860,  which  houses  1.2  million  transistors  to  per- 
form some  10  million  instructions  per  second  (10  MIPS).  That 
puts  the  power  of  a Craig  supercomputer  on  your  desk. 

It  has  been  just  a few  months  since  INTEL  announced  the  availability  of  its  40486 
CPU.  I was  almost  recovered  from  my  chronic  techie  drooling,  when  the  news  sent 
shock  waves  through  ray  poor,  obsolete  brain.  The  80860  integrates  several  develop- 
ments such  as,  sophisticated  memory  management,  cache  memory,  floating  point 
processing  — it  can  work  both  as  CPU  or  Math  Co-processor  — and  RISC  technology 
(Used  only  in  the  most  powerful  desktop  computers). 


generations  of  processors.  For  instance,  the  AT  running  8Mhz  is  many  limes  faster 
than  an  XT  running  lOMhz. 

There  are  basically  three  ways  to  increase  your  system’s  speed.  One  is  to  buy  a 
new,  complete  faster  system.  The  other  is  to  buy  an  accelerator  card,  and  the  other  to 
replace  the  main  computer  board  or  circuit.  I would  go  for  replacing  the  board.  This 
you  can  do  yourself  or  there  are  vendors  who  offer  good  deals  and  will  do  the  replace- 
ment for  a small  fee.  Remember,  almost  all  your  present  hardware  such  as:  memory 
chips,  power  supply,  monitor  card,  hard  disk,  floppy  diskette  drives,  keyboard,  etc., 
needs  not  be  replaced,  so  the  savings  will  be  substantial.  Besides  making  sure  the  store 
knows  what  it  is  doing  (satisfied  customers,  etc.),  the  second  thing  is  to  make  sure  the 
BIOS  is  from  Phoenix,  Award  or  DTK,  and  the  Chip  & Technologies’  chip  set. 

Now,  what  kind  of  board  should  you  acquire.  Well,  there  is  80286  which  is  rough- 
ly ten  times  faster  than  the  original  PC,  but  has  been  labeled  "brained  damaged"  by 
many.  If  you  have  the  bucks,  get  an  80386.  But  wait,  386’s  can  run  at  15,  20,  25  and 
evcn33Mhz!  What  will  you  do?  Simply  pick  the  one  the  you  can  afford.  These  boards 
are  very  fast  and,  unless  you  are  a speed  freak  (no  pejorative  implied),  a quality  one 
should  suffice.  Another  good  choice  is  the  one  named  386SX.  This  chips  operates 
under  a narrower  circuit  path  but  the  speed  differential  is  virtually  non-existent.  The 
cost  is  roughly  half  of  the  386. 

Now  comes  the  stumbling  block.  Processing  speed  means  less  speed  if  your 
hardware  is  not  up  to  par.  For  instance,  you  can  get  a significant  improvement  in  speed 
by  getting  a fast  storage  device  or  hard  disk.  The  price  of  hard  disks  continues  to  fall 
as  new  technologies,  such  as  optical  disks,  continue  to  develop  at  a frantic  pace. 
However,  if  you  choose  to  board  upgrade,  you  will  need  a special  controller  for  your 
hard  disk  — throw  in  another  $150. 

Yes,  there  are  also  software  solutions  to  increase  your  system’s  speed,  but  it  is  get- 
ting dark  and  I have  to  go  home.  To  be  continued  . . . 


Questions,  suggestions,  stuck  ? Write  to  Manuel  E.  Davila,  PC-Consultant, 


MISSION 


The  news  have  brought  down  the  prices  of  really  powerful  computers  such  as  286’s 
and  386’s,  also  called  AT  compatibles.  All  this,  together  with  other  developments  in 
hardware  such  as  storage,  monitors,  larger  memory  capacities,  combined  with  falling 
memory  chip  prices,  is  a real  bonanza,  apparently. 

The  fact  is  there  is  a dearth  of  sofware  that  can  utilize  the  power  and  features  of 
these  machines.  This  fact,  together  with  the  yet  unresolved  issue  of  compatibility 
makes  you  stop  and  think  with  less  rush.  Generally,  it  is  processing  speed  what  makes 
you  ponder  the  acquisition  of  additional  equipment.  Now  let’s  see  what  the  options 
are. 


Processing  speed  is  determined  by  the  Central  Processing  Unit’s  capacity 
measured  in  Megahertz.  The  same  processor  can  "run"  at  different  speed  with  special 
enhancements.  IBM’s  original  processor,  the  INTEL  8086/88  can  be  made  to  run  at 
8,  10,  and  even  15  Mhz.  Do  not  compare  speeds  between  machines  with  different 


THE  ELVES,  Office  Support  Systems,  3370  - 24th  St.,  S.F.  CA  94110,  or  call  824-4418 


* 

* 

* 

* 

* 


jmr>-  foiTO 

/yjg, 

l/l^  r* 


* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 


wen  rm  mom  tuf  •<»  ioc  iooo 
«i  sun /rax  « oa  (rax  too  iouo 

WFSI  IUMI  IMtAIHl'.M  PfttMIfRE 


•WHfv 


"IMPECCABLE.  A SOARING  WHOLE  THAT  MAKES 
THE  STILL  MOVE  AND  ABSORBS  US  INTO  THE  DAILY 
LIVES  OF  THIS  SLOWLY  DISINTEGRATING  COMMUNITY 
-Sheila  Benton,  10S  ANGflfS  TIMES 


^ ‘Powerful. ..Searching. ..Spoken  chamber 
music  of  the  most  darkly 
eloquent  sort. ..Almost  unbearable  suspense 
Stephen  Holden,  The  New  York  Times 


IF  WE  DELIVER  OUR  VICTIMS  BY 
OURSELVES,  THERE  WILL  BE  PERCE 
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Fine  Custom  Framing 
& Gallery 
Enmarcacion  Fina 
Y Galena  de  Arte 
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2172  Mission  St. 

(between  17th  1 8th  St.) 

San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
Tel.  863  - 3700 

£ H £ 


MING’S  GARDEN  RESTAURANT 

Open  Hours:  11:00  am  -8:30  pm  Closed  Sundays 

FOOD  TO  TAKE  OUT 

FRESH  SEAFOOD  DAILY  - SPECIALTY 
KOREAN  CHICKEN  WITH  WINE  OR  BEER 


VOLKSWAGEN 

HONDA,  BMW  TOYOTA.  V01V0,  NISSAN,  PEUGEOT.  & DOMESTIC  MODELS 

At  Metropolitan  Motors,  we  stand  behind  our  work.  We're 
owner-operated  Our  large  facility  has  European-trained 
mechanics  - and  we  guarantee  all  our  service  and  repair. 
Customer  satisfaction  is  our  top  priority! 


863-2126 

JEAN-PAUL  8 LIZ  BARTHE  S3 

METROPOLITAN  MOTORS 

740  VALENCIA  ( between  18th  fir  18th  near  BART)  Mon-Pri  7AM-  6 30PM 


“Free  James  Brown”  T-Shirt 


Only  S9.95 
Available  at 
Uptown  News 
3920  24th  St. 

or 

Send  S9.95  plus  $2.00  for  postage 
and  handling  to:  Uptown  News 
3920  24th  St  . San  Francisco  94114 
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FELIX  MATTA  IN  SAN  FRANCISCO 


Puerto  Rican  Killer  Bees 
Defeat  US  Navy 

— By  Manuel  (Quique)  DSvila 

For  me,  it  was  a privilege  to  witness  a 
historical  event  in  the  making,  with  the  visit  of 
Felix  Matta  to  San  Francisco  this  past 
November  17th.  Mr.  Matta  coordinates  the 
efforts  of  Vieques  Great  Council  to  rescue 
lands  in  Vieques,  Puerto  Rico,  from  the  US 
Navy.  His  presence  here  was  part  of  a US  tour 
to  request  material  and  financial  support  for 
the  construction  and  development  of  "Monte 
Carmelo",  267  acres  of  land  rescued  from  the 
US  Navy.  Talking  to  a mixed  crowd  at  Capp 
Street  Center  (362  Capp  St.,  S.F.)  Matta 
related  the  vicissitudes  of  his  people,  the 
people  of  Vieques  and  Puerto  Rico. 

Vieques,  as  well  as  Culebra,  are  municipal 
islands  of  Puerto  Rico.  Both  are  located  in 
the  Caribbean  Sea,  a few  miles  east  of  Puerto 
Rico.  The  people  of  Culebra,  however, 
managed  to  get  the  US  Navy  off  their  land  ten 
years  ago.  Since  World  War  II,  a series  of  con- 
frontations between  the  US  Navy  and  the 
people  of  Vieques  have  taken  place.  The  ex-w 
plosion  of  the  USS  Iowa’s  cannon  turret, 
several  months  ago,  occurred  during  War 
games  that  use  Vieques  as  a target  for  shoot- 
ing practices  and  training  exercises. 

The  US  Navy  has  already  grabbed  over 
two  thirds  of  the  land,  that  is,  some  22,500 
acres  out  of  33,000,  ruining  the  agriculture, 
the  live  stock,  and  the  fishing  industry.  Plants 
and  animals  not  found  anywhere  else  in  the 
world  are  being  destroyed,  as  well  as  irreplace- 
able coral  reefs.  As  a result  of  serious  clashes 
between  the  US  Navy  and  the  people  of  Vie- 
ques during  the  early  80’s,  dozens  of  Puerto 
Ricans  were  arrested,  among  them  Anjel 
Rodriguez  Cristobal,  whose  death  in  a prison 
in  Tallahassee,  Florida  is  still  a mystery. 

Matta  remembers..."before  the  US  Navy 
appeared  in  Vieques  in  the  1940’s,  Vieques 
alone  by  itself  and  the  people  did  sur- 
vive...there  were  four  sugar  mills  in  operation, 
people  had  cattle  and  agriculture  was  rich, 
there  was  wealth  to  the  extent  that  people 
from  the  eastern  coast  of  Puerto  Rico  came 
to  Vieques  to  be  employed  because  un- 
employment in  Vieques  was  none."  Un- 
employment in  Vieques  is  now  60%.  In 
Vieques,  as  in  Puerto  Rico,  dependency  on 
U.S.  food  stamps  and  other  federal  aid  sour- 
ces is  high,  some  6 billion  dollars  annually. 
That’s  more  than  16  million  dollars  a day! 

The  day  to  day  reality  for  the  people  of 
Vieques  is  something  hard  to  relate  to.  Matta 
continues.. ."in  Vieques  they  train  men  to  kill 
in  Vietnam,  Korea,  the  Falkland  Islands,  and 
now  in  El  Salvador...our  paradise  island  they 
have  converted  into  a butchers’  academy.. .in 
the  meantime  they  stockpile  tons  and  tons  of 
explosive  weapons.. .they  bomb  the  eastern 
end  of  the  island,  where  a bomb  or  shell  shot 
by  the  Iowa  or  by  any  other  large  US  Navy  ship 
can  create  a crater  as  wide  as  35  meters  in 
diameter,  with  a good  50  feet  deep...they  don’t 
stop,  they  continue  shooting  for  48  hours,  72 
hours,  weeks  and  months;  they  have  done  this 
for  48  years... I live  and  sleep,  and  my  children 
go  to  school  under  the  nightmare  of  the  shell- 
ing". 

Together  with  more  than  50  residents, 
Matta  built  homes  in  the  central  part  of  Vie- 
ques in  1976.  When  he  was  only  four  years 
old,  his  family  and  his  community  were  forced 
out  of  the  land  that  has  been  theirs. 

"In  1976  and  1978  (says  Malta)  we  were 
again  in  the  center  of  the  island  with  900  more 
acres.  It  was  a big  melee,  people  were  chased, 
I was  in  jail  myself,  but  we  managed  to  get  900 
acres  of  land  rescued...In  1978  again,  we  drive 
to  Monte  Carmelo  and  rescue  267  acres.  We 
already  had  accommodated  15  farmers  in  the 
mountain,  they  were  established  there.  There 
were  women,  children,  young  people,  more 
mature  people.  But  the  Admiral  and  the 
Federal  Court  came  and  they  said  that  some- 
where, somehow,  an  imaginary  land  was 
needed  and  all  those  15  families  were 
removed  by  force.  Because  of  the  stress  and 
the  pressure  and  because  I found  myself  un- 
able to  fight  back  in  Vieques  to  get  those  lands 


for  the  people,  I suffered  a heart  attack. 
Which  brought  me  to  a hospital  where  I un- 
derwent open  heart  surgery.  That  kept  me 
away  for  a while,  I had  to  come  to  Florida  to 
recover.  And  it  was  not  until  1986  when  I felt 
strong  enough  to  go  back  to  rescue  the  land 
for  the  people,  and  my  people  were  waiting. 

In  1986,  ’87  and  ’88  there  is  constant  struggle 
with  the  US  Navy  and  the  Federal  Court  in 
Puerto  Rico". 

But  the  Matta  family  decided  to  confront 
the  US  Navy  months  ago,  stating  that  they 
would  have  to  carry  them  out  dead,  because 
they  would  have  to  kill  them  before  they  sur- 
rendered their  land.  Matta  and  his 
compaflera,  both  over  40  years  old,  have 
children  12, 14, 16  and  18  year  old  . 

On  April,  15th.  of  this  year,  over  one 
hundred  unarmed  "viequenses"  forced  two 
busloads  of  armed  US  Navy  personnel  to  flee 
following  a confrontation;  the  most  recent 
clash  since  the  US  Government  began  to  ex- 
propriate parcels  of  land  in  1940. 

Neighbors  were  alerted  by  the  family  and 
they  immediately  mobilized  to  Mr.  Matta’s 
house  located  on  the  hill  that  also  bears  his 
own  nickname,  "Monte  Carmelo".  There  they 
found  24  armed  US  Navy  men  and  four 
federal  marshalls  throwing  furniture  out  of 
the  house.  The  neighbors  forced  the  US  Navy 
and  the  federal  marshalls,  who  were  armed 
with  M-16’s,  to  flee,  later  setting  fire  to  the 
buses.  When  the  US  Navy  asked  for  help,  the 
police  replied  that  they  had  no  authority  to  in- 
tervene in  federal  matters. 

Matta  relates  his  role  in  these  events,  "...I 
was  a risk  for  the  National  Defense. ..because 
I was  living  with  my  family  in  a piece  of  land  of 
Vieques  where  I was  born  and  where  all  my 
kids  were  born...well,  this  time  I was  not  four 
years  old  anymore,  like  when  they  evicted  my 
family.  1 was  there  ready  to  fight".  And  fight 
he  did,  even  with  the  help  of  bees!  Yes,  Bees! 

"I  raise  bees  and,  while  those  people  were 
removing  my  things,  my  belongings  in  their 
trucks,  my  kids,  my  wife  and  I decided  to  save 
some.of  our  belongings..we  then  brought  into 
the  house  four  boxes  of  bees  and  they  went 
loose...that  made  our  day.. .between  20,000 
and  25,000  bees!. ..you  cannot  shoot  a 
bee...anytime  you  shoot  at  a bee  or  make  any 
kind  of  sudden  movement,  the  bee  will  emit 
an  ultrasonic  sound  that  will  call  more  bees  to 
the  area...and  that’s  what  happened  to  the 
driver  and  the  others...Monte  Carmelo  is  a 
steep  mountain,  and  that’s  the  way  they 
headed!" 

These  events,  are  a dramatic  example  of 
what  the  United  States  government  has  been 
doing  in  Puerto  Rico  since  the  island  was  in- 
vaded in  1898.  Unfortunately,  the  news 
about  these  and  many  other  human  rights 
violations  in  Puerto  Rico  rarely  reach  the 
average  US  citizen.  This  happens,  not  be- 
cause Puerto  Rico  is  unimportant,  but  be- 
cause the  colonial  conditions  it  has  endured 


prisoners  in  US  prisons,  including  5 women  in 
Pleasanton,  and  others  in  Lompoc,  Leaven- 
worth, Marion  and  Lexington. 

According  to  President  Bush,  in  his  State 
of  the  Union  message,  Puerto  Rico’s  relation- 
ship with  the  US  needs  to  be  resolved.  A pleb- 
iscite is  in  the  workings  by  the  Congressional 
Committee  on  Energy  and  Natural  Resour- 
ces. However,  this  will  be  the  third  time  in  less 
than  forty  years  that  Puerto  Ricans  are  asked 
to  decide  their  political  status. 

In  reality,  a plebiscite  has  never  been  held 
in  Puerto  Rico.  A plebiscite  is  a formal 
process  of  de-colonization  sanctioned  by  in- 
ternational law.  This  process  requires  that, 
prior  to  the  celebration  of  such  plebiscite,  the 
dominating  country  has  to  remove  all  military 
and  police  forces,  legal  or  covert,  to  free  all 
political  prisoners  and  to  surrender  control  of 
all  occupied  land  and  state  institutions. 

About  this,  Matta  says.. ."the  plebiscite  is 
illegal,  it  is  unconstitutional.  There  was  never 
a plebiscite  to  make  Puerto  Rico  a colony, 
there  was  never  a plebiscite  for  Vie- 
ques...today  we  request  your  help.. .and  of  all 


the  countries  in  the  world. ..but  most  of  all  we 
need  the  help  of  the  American  Nation", 
for  almost  one  hundred  years  under  US  rule, 
constitute  an  embarassment  to  US  interna- 
tional prestige. 

In  reality  Puerto  Rico  is  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance for  the  US  in  more  than  one  sense. 
Its  strategic  geopolitical  position  allows  the 
control  of  vital  maritime  routes,  including  the 
Panama  Canal,  and  the  military  edge  for  or 
against  invasions,  as  was  the  case  of  Grenada. 
Puerto  Rico  accounts  for  42%  of  all  US 
profits  earned  in  Latin  America.  50%  of  all 
US  investments  in  Latin  America  are  in  Puer- 
to Rico.  Under  Section  936  of  the  Federal  tax 
code,  the  so-called  936  companies  operating 
in  Puerto  Rico  pay  no  taxes  on  billions  of  dol- 
lars in  profits  earned  there.  But  there  is  more: 
40%  of  all  the  nickle  reserves  of  the  US  are  in 
Puerto  Rico,  and  together  with  copper 
resources  valued  in  the  billions  of  dollars,  the 
exploitation  of  these  resources  constitute  the 
latest  attack  on  Puerto  Rico’s  heritage. 

The  human  side  of  this’ problem  is  enor- 
mous. Puerto  Ricans  were  made  US  citizens 
in  1917,  so  they  could  be  drafted  to  fight  US 
wars.  Thousands  of  Puerto  Ricans  fought, 
suffered  and  died  in  World  War  II,  Korea  and 
Vietnam.  There  are  200,000  Puerto  Rican 
veterans  in  the  island,  thousands  permanent- 
ly crippled  emotionally  and  physically.  A con- 
stant situation  of  chronic  unemployment  (at 
present  17%  offically,  but  really  closer  to 
35%)  has  systematically  forced  the  massive 
exodus  of  Puerto  Ricans  to  the  US  and 
throughout  the  world.  At  present,  40%  of  all 
Puerto  Ricans  live  in  the  United  States,  that 
is  some  2.5  million,  and  constitute  the  most 
disadvantaged  Latin  group  in  the  US.  The 
relationship  between  the  US  and  Puerto  Rico 
seems  cordial  on  the  surface.  In  reality,  Puer- 
to Ricans  have  never  stopped  struggling  for 
their  independence,  as  evidenced  by  periodic 
popular  uprisings.  In  1950,  a group  of  Puer- 
to Rican  patriots  led  by  Dr.  Pedro  AJbizu 
Campos,  attacked  Blair  House  and  attempted 
to  kill  President  Trumman.  Many  Puerto 
Ricans  were  put  in  jail,  and  some  became  the 
oldest  political  prisoners  in  this  hemisphere, 
jailed  for  28  years,  until  1980,  when  they  were 
liberated  by  President  Carter.  At  present, 
there  are  some  25  Puerto  Rican  political 


SOUTHWEST 


SOUTHWEST  DECOR 
NAVAJO  • ZUNI  • HOPI  JEWELRY 
POTTERY  • DESERT  SCULPTURES 
NAVAJO  & ZAPOTEC  RUGS 
REAL  BULL  SKULLS 
UNUSUAL  CACTI 
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Son  Francisco.  CA  9411*1 
415-255  9602  875  3761 
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TRADEW1NDS 

20%  OFF  STERLING  SILVER  JEWELRY  WITH  THIS  AD 


The  Episcopal  Church  of 
St.  John  The  Evangelist 

warmly  welcomes  you  to  celebrate 
the  joy  of  Christmas  with  us 


Holy  Eucharist 


CHRISTMAS  EVE 
CHRISTMAS  DAY 


11:00  PM 
11:00  AM 


1661  - 15th  Street,  at  Valencia.  861-1436 
The  Rev.  Dr.  John  H.  Eastwood,  Jr.,  Rector 
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CUAUHTEMOC  CARDENAS  VISITS  THE  MISSION 


CUAUHTEMOC  CARDENAS 


Onthc  16th  of  November,  Mission  residents 
from  the  Pro-Mexican  community  had  a 
rare  opportunity  to  meet  one  of  Mexico’s  most 
hopeful  and  distinguished  liberal  politicians, 
Cuauhtemoc  Cardenas  - an  engineer  (Ing.)  and 
son  of  former  President  Lazaro  Cardenas.  Ing. 
Cardenas  drew  worldwide  attention  through  his 
fireball  campaign  that  drew  on  mass  support  and 
proposed  refreshing  and  long-needed  reforms 
for  a politically  one-sided  Mexico  in  its  last 
presidential  elections. 

His  defeat  by  Carlos  Salinas  evoked  protest 
and  accusations  of  fraud  toward  the  victorious 
(once  again)  PRI  party.  Cardenas’  party,  the 
Partido  Rev.  Democratic©  or  PRD  is  seen  as  a 
viable  alternative  and  many  Mexicans  in  our 
community  support  this  party’s  stance  on  inter- 
national affairs,  political  participation  and  the 
economy  and  believe  the  PRD  is  one  possible 
vehicle  for  rescuing  Mexico  from  decades  of 
administrative  corruption  and  sell-out  foreign 
relations. 

Following  the  ex  ample  of  his  father,  Cuauhte- 
moc has  launched  the  job  of  transforming  the 
image  of  Mexico,  a highly  controversial  coun- 
try, on  one  hand  modem  yet  with  a high  level  of 
social  inequality. 

Since  an  early  age,  Cuauhtemoc  has  partici- 
pated in  the  history  of  his  country.  He  was  First 
Senator  of  the  state  of  M ichoacan  ( 1 967-80)  and 
later  Governor  (1980-86).  During  1986,  Carde- 
nas initiated  his  crusade  for  ’’deep’’  reform, 
drawing  upon  consciousness  which,  for  the  past 
several  decades,  the  official  party,  the  PRI,  had 


held  back. 

His  political  platform  has  made  him  into  a 
popularist  candidate  and  won  him  the  support  of 
three  different  parties  forming  the  Democratic 
Revolutionary  Parly  to  continue  to  run  in  State 
and  Municipal  elections.  He  was  later  defeated 
at  the  hands  of  the  oligarchical  PRI,  receiving 
3 1 % against  50%  for  Salinas  (many  observers 
believe  he  received  many  more  votes  and  may 
even  have  had  the  Presidency  stolen  out  from 
under  him). 

The  meeting  at  the  Mission  Cultural  Center 
was  a chance  for  Chicanos  and  Mcxicanos  to 
acquaint  themselves  with  the  man  Cuauhtemoc 
and  stand  with  him.  Also,  it  was  an  opportunity 
for  community  members  to  give  a rundown  on 
the  political  and  social  position  of  the  Mexicans 
in  this  community  and  to  familiarize  Cardenas 
and  other  members  of  his  political  faction  to  the 
issues  unique  to  this  Latino  neighborhood  in  San 
Francisco. 

The  evening  was  laced  with  protocol  and 
rhetoric,  as  well  as  culture,  bestowals  and  even 
unwanted  criticism.  The  committee  involved  in 
presenting  the  dignitary  did  an  excellent  job  in 
attracting  an  eager  public  and  uniting  activists 
from  Los  Angeles  to  San  Francisco  in  Cuauhte- 
moc's  Western  tour.  Besides  the  Mission,  he 
visited  Oakland,  Watsonville,  L.  A.  and  San  Jose. 

Concepcion  Sancedo  Martinez  - a teacher, 
Doctor  of  Psychology  and  Director  of  Instituto 
Familiar  de  la  Raza  gave  an  abbreviated  dis- 
course on  the  difficulties  and  problems  that 
Mexicans  and  Chicanos  face  in  this  community. 


The  point  of  this  was  to  bridge  the  local  struggle 
with  the  struggles  in  Mexico  and  to  understand 
the  need  of  open  access  of  Chicanos  and  Mexi- 
cans to  their  motherland  and  their  nativeculture. 

She  said  that,  here.  Latinos  feel  like  the 
dominant  culture  wants  to  change  them,  that  the 
children  are  not  respected  in  the  schools,  that 
their  culture  is  not  respected  and  that  their  own 
spirit  resists.  She  cited  the  struggle  against 
AIDS  in  the  Latino  community  as  one  example 


of  how  people  here  could  help  their  people  for 
Mexico. 

Enrique  Ramirez  - a lawyer  and  Chicano 
activist  then  presented  an  overview  of  immigra- 
tion issues.  He  is  a product  of  a bi-cultural 
family,  which  the  restrictive  laws  toward  immi- 
gration of  Mexicans  can  even  tear  apart. 

Then  Felipe  Hcrcra  introduced  Ing.  Carde- 
nas to  a standing  ovation,  followed  by  shouts  of 
"Long  Live  Cardenas,  Long  Live  Mexico"  to- 
gether with  the  beating  of  an  Aztec  drum. 

The  first  part  was  Cardenas’  response  to  the 
expositions  of  the  community  spokespersons. 
He  is  in  this  country  to  rally  support,  as  well  as 
to  serve  as  a political  hopeful  for  Mexicans  and 
Chicanos  that  find  themselves  residing  in  the 
U.S.A.  Like  most  political  hopefuls  who  wish  to 
gain  power  of  the  country’s  process  diplomati- 
cally, he  provided  general  and  morally  digest- 
ible information  mixed  with  a dose  of  slogans. 

Unions,  wages,  benefits  and  land  are  what 
the  PRD  is  backing  to  win  working  class  and 
peasant  support  (by  far  the  majority  of  Mexi- 
cans) and  a position  of  equality  and  non-exploi- 
tation in  Mexico’s  relations  to  the  so-called  First 
World  countries. 

Cardenas  acknowledged  the  support  and 
solidarity  his  party  had  received  from  theChica- 
nos  and  Mexicans  residing  in  the  United  Stales 
during  his  last  campaign  and  encourages  contin- 
ued organizing  to  bring  people  closer  to  the 
political  process,  which  is  absolutely  essential  if 
he  is  to  win  the  next  popular  vote.  He  wants  to 
“put  in  practice  and  fortify"  the  quality  of  unity 
with  Chicanos  as  U.S.  citizens  who  can  work  to 
change  this  country  (U.S.A.). 

Being  the  most  critical  point  in  the  El  Salva- 
dor offensive  of  November,  Cardenas  took  the 
initiative  to  acknowledge  the  “long  struggle 
from  long  time  back".  He  added  that  the  FMLN 
is  not  going  to  surrender  and  that  their  objective 
is  to  end  exploitation.  This  situation  is  a "call  to 
the  consciousness  of  the  entire  continent  to 
recognize  the  force  of  the  people".  He  de- 
nounced the  situation  of  the  U.S.  aiding  the 
Contras  in  Nicaragua.  • 

The  floor  was  opened  for  a few  questions 
and  things  almost  got  out  of  hand  as  time  only 
allowed  for  a few.  Questions  about  the  environ- 
ment, the  foreign  debt  and  corruption  and  a 
question  by  Rene  Yanez,  founder  of  Galeria  dc 
la  Raza  - "What  can  we  do  to  support  you?" 

Questions  were  responded  to  more  with 
reassurances  than  with  specifics,  but  the  bottom 
line  is  that  Chicanos  and  Mexicans  in  the  U.S. 
need  see  themselves  connected  and  informed  on 
the  stale  of  affairs  in  Mexico  and  to  continued 
support  for  the  Partido  Revolucionario  De- 
mocratic©. 

By  Michael  Page 
With  Mario  Joel 
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The  Humanities  Program 


Education 

with 

a 

Critical 

Perspective 


The  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  Humanities  Program  offers  alternative  education  with  a 
critical  studies  perspective  and  an  activist  orientation.  Students  may  design  their  own 
major  or  choose  from  the  following  emphasis  areas: 

B.A.  Humanities  Emphasis  areas  include: 


•Anthropology 

•Performing  Arts  and  Society 
•Sport  and  Society 
•Psychology 
•Video  Arts 

•Writing  and  Literature 
•DeskTop  Publishing 

Also  at  New  College 

•The  Weekend  College  for 
Working  Adults 
•The  School  of  Law 
•M.A.  in  Poetics 
•M.A.  Program  in  Psychology 
•Social— Clinical  Psychology 
•Feminist  Psychology 
•Somatics  Psychology 

Students  can  combine  previous  college  work  with  credit 
for  educationally  significant  life-experience  as  a basis  for 
individualized  programs  consisting  of  classroom  courses, 
independent  studies,  tutorials,  and  practica.  These  student 
programs  are  supervised  and  facilitated  by  close 
collaboration  with  a faculty  advisor. 

Financial  aid  is  available.  New  College  is 
accredited  by  the  Westen  Association  of  Schools 


•Integrated  Health  Studies 

•Politics  and  Society 

•Poetics 

•Film  Arts 

•Visual  Arts 

•Book  Arts 


Open  House 

December  6 
7:00  Pm 
New  College 
Valencia  Center 
777  Valencia  Street 
@1 9th  St. 


I am  interested  in  learning  more  about  New  College.  Please 
send  me  information  about  the  following  programs: 


Name  

Address  _ 
Telephone 


i 


New  College  of  California  • 50  Fell  St.  San  Francisco  • Ca  • 94102 

(415)626-1694 


(Photo  by  Collctc  Sweeny) 
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NICK  HORNSFELT 


SAYS  FAREWELL 


Twas  the  night  before  Christmas  (give  or 
lake  a monih)  and  a very  merry  frozen 
turkey  bubbled  away  in  the  oven.  I sal  in  the 
living  room  contemplating  the  cobwebs  on  the 
ceiling.  It  was  time  for  action! 

I headed  to  the  kitchen,  to  get  the  broom 
when,  suddenly,  the  back  door  began  to  quake. 
"Oh  merde!,  not  again!”  A wind  began  blowing 
through  the  windows  causing  the  decoratively 
hung  sheets  to  billow  out  like  sails  on  a ship. 
This  was  interesting  since  all  the  windows  were 
closed.  Then  a voice  began  to  call  my  name... 
"Niiiick,  NOnilCK!" 

"What!  What  already!!"  I yelled. 

“Open  the  doooooor  already,  that’s  what!” 
replied  the  voice. 

I grabbed  the  broom  (having  watched  a 
Bruce  Lee  movie  that  very  afternoon)  and  threw 
open  the  back  door  screaming  “Hiicccceyah”,  I 
swung  the  broom  and  just  missed  taking  the 
head  off  the  wildest  looking  little  old  dude  I’d 
seen  since  my  last  visit  to  the  Haight. 

He  stood  there  with  his  hands  on  his  hips 
glowering  at  me  while  I stared  back.  The  broom 
hung  suspended  over  his  head.  He  wore  a lime- 
green  jump  suit  covered  in  little  bells.  He  had  a 
pointy  little  hat  and  pointy  little  shoes  and  blood- 
shot eyes  glaring  out  from  under  bushy  little 
white  eyebrows. 

“Nice  going  fat-boy!"  he  said.  ‘The  Big 
Boss  slides  down  a few  lousy  chimneys  and  he 
gets  milk  and  cookies  left  out  for  him  but  let  one 
of  us  use  some  style  with  an  entrance  and  young 
Nicky  just  about  takes  my  lights  out.  Close  your 
mouth,  you’ll  draw  flies.  You  got  some  Christ- 
mas cheer  for  a tired  old  elf  or  what?” 

“Who  are  you?  How ’d  you  get  out  on  that 
back  porch,  the  stairs  have  been  broken  for  two 
years?" 

"Stairs?  I don’t  need  no  stinking  stairs! 
What  do  I look  like?  I’m  one  of  Kris  Kringle’s 
kids,  one  of  the  jolly  elves  who  do  all  the  leg 
work  for  old  Santa  "Placing  a finger  inside  of  his 
nose”  Clause.  Call  me  Fred.  Now  how  about 
that  “cheer”  before  my  tongue  begins  to  swell." 
"All  I’ve  got  is  beer,"  I babbled. 

“Beer?"  he  bellowed.  "No  grog?  No  mead? 
No  wassail?" 

“No,  just  Bud." 

"Good,  I’m  so  sick  of  that  other  swill  I could 
toss  my  Christmas  cookies!  Crack  me  a ‘tall- 
boy’, short  stuff  and  make  it  snappy.  For  all  the 
good  you’ve  been  this  year  I don’t  know  why 
I’m  here  anyhow.” 

While  I got  the  beer.  Fred  waddled  into  the 
living  room  and  hopped  up  on  the  couch.  “You 
want  a glass?" 

“Naw,  let’s  keep  this  casual."  Fred  grabbed 


the  can  out  of  my  hand  with  his  two  stubby  mitts 
and  tilted  that  sucker  back  like  Billy  Badd  on  a 
Sunday  morning.  Amidst  all  the  slurping  and 
gurgling  a stream  of  golden  brew  tickled  down 
both  sides  of  his  long  white  beard.  He  finished 
the  beer  in  one  long  pull,  poppied  the  can  from  his 
lips,  crushed  it  like  a pro  and  tossed  the  empty  on 
the  pile  at  the  side  of  the  couch. 

"Could  you  spare  another  one  for  a weary 
shovcler  of  reindeer  road-apples?” 

“Sure,  sure,  but  if  it's  not  too  much  to  ask,  to 
what  do  I owe  the  pleasure  of  this  honored, 
though-be-it  early  visit?" 

"Well,  we’ve  been  going  over  some  of  the 
old  letters  from  little  boys  and  girls  who  never 
got  what  they  asked  for  on  Christmas  and  you 


brindlc-brown  eyes  and  say  ‘Just  pieace  on  earth 
for  everyone’.  You  had  all  of  Elves  Union  103 
choking  on  their  rum  balls.  You’re  a hoot,  kid. 
You  also  saved  your  relatives  a fortune^Vake 
up.  kid!  Who’s  going  to  cough  up  a $137.50 
bike  for  a dimwit  who's  begging  for  socks  and 
underwear  under  the  old  tree?  Think  you  could 
part  with  another  of  those  brews,  Brother  Ter- 
esa?" 

"Sure  thing  Stilts,  if  you  can  spare  the  time 
from  modeling  for  lawn  ornamentation!”  OK, 
so  it  was  a cheap  shot,  but  Fred  was  getting  on 
my  nerves.  I got  the  little  bugger  another  lousy 
beer.  “So,  after  thirty  years  you’ve  been  sent 
here  to  make  my  most  cherished  dream  and 
bitter  disappointments  the  butt  of  your  jokes?" 


were  the  only  Bozo-in-training  dumb  enough  to 
ask  for  ‘world  p>eace  and  an  end  to  starvation’ 
ten  years  running.  At  the  North  Pole,  you’re  the 
equivalent  of  a knock-knock  joke." 

I hung  my  head  in  shame.  “Hell  Fred,  I can’t 
lie  about  a thing  like  that.  What  I really  wanted 
was  a Schwinn  Road  Racer  with  saddle  bags  and 
those  neat  streamers  in  the  handle  grips.  I just 
figured  I had  a better  chance  of  getting  world 
peace  and  no  more  starvation  than  I ever  had  of 
getting  a really  boss  bike  like  that." 

Fred  chuckled.  “We  knew  that  all  the  time; 
that’s  what  made  the  whole  thing  so  damn  funny. 
If  you  could  have  seen  yourself  singing  "I  Saw 
Mommy  Kissing  Santa  Clause"  for  all  your 
relatives  and  then,  when  they  asked  you  what 
you  wanted  Santa  to  bring,  you’d  bat  those 


Fred  eyed  me  up  and  down.  “Speaking  of 
butts,  looks  like  you’ve  done  your  part  to  wip>e 
out  starvation.  Never  mind,  let’s  gel  to  business. 
The  Great  White  Father  Christmas  has  instituted 
something  he  calls  "a  kinder  and  gentler  North 
Pole"  so  I’m  here  to  make  a deal." 

“What  kind  of  deal?"  I’ve  been  burned  by 
these  pjeople  before. 

"Well,  if  you're  willing  to  accept  the  two 
"super-px>wers”  bankrupting  each  other  with 
their  half-assed  aims  race  and  the  Berlin  wall 
become  a theme  park  attraction  as  a step  towards 
world  peace;  we’re  willing  to  negotiate  a belated 
goody  from  Santa."  Fred  took  a sip  of  his  beer. 

“OK,  I accept."  I had  him  now!!! 

"So  what’s  it  gonna  be?  What’s  your  Christ- 
mas wish;  and  none  of  this  ‘May  all  my  other 


wishes  come  true'  crap,  we  don’t  work  that 
way.” 

We  stared  at  each  other  like  two  poker  play- 
ers in  a bluff-off. 

I squinted  and  chose  my  words  carefully.  “I 
wish  the  politicians  of  San  Francisco  would 
recognize  the  Mission  as  the  rich  and  vital  part 
of  this  city  we  are  and  declare  us  a sanctuary  for 
all  the  poor  and  wounded  souls  escaping  from 
all  the  dirty  little  wars  everywhere.” 

Fred  squinted  back  at  me.  "You’re  begg’n 
for  Fruit  of  the  Loom  fuzz-face.  Haven’t  you 
figured  it  out  yet?  We  aren't  in  the  changc-of- 
heart  business,  that  comes  from  someplace  big- 
ger than  Nciman  Marcus.  You  got  one  more 
chance,  don’t  blow  it.  What  do  you  want  for 
Christmas?" 

This  made  me  mad.  “You’re  a mean  old  elf, 
aren’t  you  Fred?  All  right,  since  I’d  look  pretty 
stupid  on  a Schwinn  Road  Racer  at  my  age...  “ 

"Not  to  mention  how  stupid  you’d  look  in 
those  spandex  bike  shorts,"  Fred  interjected. 

“I’d  like  to  start  over,  clean,  a new  chance. 
Can  you  pull  that  out  of  your  pjointy  little  hat 
Chuckles?" 

"Done!"  he  shouted.  "But  this  will  cost  you. 
Let’s  drink  on  it!"  He  clanked  his  beer  can  on 
mine  and  lilted  it  back. 

What  could  I do?  I drank.  That  was  the  last 
thing  I remember  before  I woke  up.  The  kitchen 
was  full  of  smoke  (so  much  for  my  turkey 
dinner)  and  the  phone  was  ringing.  Fred  was 
nowhere  to  be  seen. 

I opened  the  back  door  to  let  in  some  fresh  air 
and  grabbed  the  phone.  It  was  my  long-time 
buddy,  Dorothy.  She  was  calling  to  offer  me  a 
job...  in  New  York.  Fred!  You  imp! 

The  cost?  Ten  years  of  roots,  life  in  the 
Mission,  all  the  friends  who’ve  become  family. 
But  guys  I just  gotta  ride  this  bike  as  far  as  it 
goes.  Adios  muchachos!  And  to  all  a good  life! 

by  Nick  Homsfelt 
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USED  BOOKS 

AND  RECORDS 

BUY  OR  TRADE 
NOON  TO  9 7 DAYS  A WEEK 
3686  20th  Street  (at  Guerrero) 
San  Francisco,  CA  648-0957 


MARC  S.  JANOWITZ 

ATTORNEY 

Workers  Rights  * Tenants  Rights 

2017  MISSION  STREET 
SUITE  300 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94110 

621-0499 


PURPLE  HEART  VET’S 

FAMILY  THRIFT 
STORE 


Furniture 
Books 

Clothing  861-2581 

LOWEST  PRICES 


OPEN  7 DAYS 
MON  - FRI 9-8 
SAT-SUN  10-6:30 
1855  Mission  St. 


MONDAY  SENIOR  CITIZENS  DISCOUNT  30%- Except  Mattresses  and  New  Items 


3125  16th  St. 

San  Francisco,  CA.  94103 
(415)  431-4264 


Music 

Magazines 

Books 


0VV  ALL 


Gratis  de  politicos  pederasties. 
Bienvenimos  a los  campesinos 
y todo  tipo  de  "quiche". 
Traigan  sus  pesos;  Friends! 

(english-only  commettee 
of  spanish-speaking  masses) 
The  Bilingitales 


FREE  OF  POLITICAL  PEDANTRY 
WE  WELCOlClE  THE  PEASANTRY 
AND  OTHER  TYPES  OF  KITSCH 
BRING  YOUR  DOLLARS,  AMIGOS 
(english-only  commettee 
of  spanish-speaking  masses) 

The  Bilinguales 
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HAPPY  HOLIDAYS  FROM  ALL  OF  US 
AT  THE  16TH  & MISSION  WELLS  FARGO 

APPLY  FOR  A 
CREDIT  CARD 

GET  A FREE  GIFT 


WELLS  FARGO  BANK 

16TH  AND  MISSION 

**********************.*.* 


******************************** 

: 


fO* 


We  will  help  you 
asser  t your  legal 
riaht  to  live  in 
cent  and  safe 
housing. 

WEST  BAY  LAW  COLLECTIVE 
2017  Mission  Street,  Suite  300 
San  Francisco,  California  94110 


******** 


621-0438 

******* 
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fiL'S 

COMICS/CARDS/TOYS  AND  MORE 

491  Guerrero  Street  @ 17th 
2 blocks  from  16th  Street/ BART 

861-1220 

11-7  Mon-'Iburs,  Sat  11-9  Fridays,  Sunday  11  -5 


\ 


I ROBERT  TAYLOR  • SLIMM  PQLOSl 


I I M ill  % 


I i HSM1II  % 


S F S ANTIQUES  DEPARTMENT  STORE 
090  VALENCIA  AT  20th  • SAN  FRANCISCO  • 647-4211 


Ky+Y;;.  'l'  ■ 


Continuous  Dancing  until  5 


The  Best  in  Live  Latin  Music  & Disco  Dancing 

3140  Mission  St.  at  Army 

(415)  648-6611 


J%!‘DWyS  SALSA  LLSSOHS  9pm  ADMISSION  J'J 

SUN® Ays  St^IOllCniL'E'Si'BALmpO'M  'DAS&I'Xg 
12  9{000i-  5pm  AVMlSSICfttTJ&t 


Cesar's 
Latin 
All  Star 
Band 


SYKEDELIK 

BLUES 


A MUSICAL  DELIRIUM 


JEANLUC-MAS 


by  Dorothea  Grab-Brokof 

How  many  guitarists  have  really  special- 
ized in  contemporary  music? 

100?  50?  10?  Five?  Three?  Maybe  there 
is  only  one:  Jean-Luc  Mas. 

Before  he  moved  to  the  Mission,  French- 
bom  Jean-Luc  Mas  worked  for  places  like  the 
“Institut  de  Recherche  Acoustique/Musique 
(IRCAM,  Paris),  the  Regional  Delegation  for 
Culture  (Aix-en-Provence),  and  various  conser- 
vatories and  music  schools  in  France.  He  has 
lectured  internationally  on  new  compositional 
systems  and  collaborated  with  composers  like 
A.  Sloe,  P.  Boulez,  M.  Ohana,  J.  Cage  and  T. 
Machover. 

Instrumentalist,  composer  and  music  re- 
searcher, Jean-Luc  Mas  contributes  constantly 
to  enlarge  the  field  of  contemporary  music.  His 
work  for  guitar  is  of  an  incontestable  quality  and 
high-lechnicity.  He  has  published  several  book; 
on  instrumental  sound  production,  new  playing 
techniques  and  different  notational  systems. 

Jean-Luc  Mas  truly  belongs  to  the  avani 
garde  in  contemporary  music. 

In  San  Francisco,  he  wants  to  introduce  his 
own  unique  sound  and  style:  the  "sykedelik" 
blues. 

DGB:  Jean-Luc,  what  do  you  mean  by 

“sykedelik”  blues? 

JLM:  I chose  this  expression  because  it  is  still 

the  best  way  to  describe  the  synthesis 
of  contemporary  music,  electronic 
music  and  blues.  Also,  I guess  it  is  a 
word  familiar  to  the  people  in  San 
Francisco. 

DGB:  I saw  you  playing  with  four  different 

guitars... 

JLM:  Yes.  for  three  reasons.  First  of  all  is  a 

technical  reason.  After  a lot  of  years  in 
research  I came  to  the  point  that  I had  to 
consider  the  different  guitars  as  an 
instrumental  family  such  as  the  family 
of  flutes,  the  clarinettes,  etc. 

DGB:  That’s  why  you  play  classical  guitar 

and  12-string  guitar  as  acoustic  instru- 
ments and  electrical  guitar  and  bass  as 
electrical  instruments? 

JLM:  Yes,  indeed.  The  second  reason  is  to 

have  various  timbres  to  enlarge  the 
sound  spectrum.  It  is  like  four  musi- 
cians each  playing  a different  guitar  in 
the  same  style.  So,  with  a little  help 
from  the  electronics.  I’m  able  to  play  a 
duet  with  myself.  Another  reason  is 
that  I can  develop  numerous  playing 
techniques. 

DGB:  How  do  you  increase  the  spectrum 

sound  of  the  instruments? 

JLM:  By  rubbing  the  strings  with  a bow  to 


obtain  the  effect  of  a violin  or  hitting 
the  strings  and  the  body  of  the  instru- 
ment like  a dulcimeT  or  tablas,  or  using 
both  hands  on  the  frets  like  you  do  on  a 
keyboard.  . 

DGB:  You  mean  you  us  the  guitars  as  an 

equivalent  of  a miniature  orchestra? 
What  about  the  computer?  You  use 
one  too.  don’t  you? 

JLM:  Do  I?  Well,  a little  bit,  yes.  I like  to 

color  the  sounds  and  play  with  the  time. 
I like  it  when  the  guitars  control  the 
machine.  For  me,  it  is  a lively  way  to 
use  the  computer.  I don’t  play  pre- 
programmed music.  For  me,  the  com- 
puter is  more  of  an  accessory  and  the 
guitar  remains  in  the  foreground. 
DGB:  Why  did  you  choose  the  blues  instead 

of  Arabic.  Indian  or  other  music? 
JLM:  Maybe  it  is  the  best  way  to  express  the 

feeling  of  the  people  of  my  generation. 
You  know,  John  Lee  Hooker  and  Jimi 
Hendrix  were  strong  influences  on  me. 
The  structure  of  Blues  is  so  open  it 
gives  me  the  freedom  of  emotional 
expression. 

DGB:  And  contemporary  music? 

JLM:  I like  the  control  and  the  precision  of 

the  score  and  even  inside  the  rigidity  of 
this  structure  I can  express  my  feelings. 
DGB:  What  happens  with  the  electronics  then? 

JLM:  In  this  case  it  becomes  a mere  tool.  I 

can  use  the  electronic  effects  in  a 
completely  free  way. 

DGB:  What  about  “Psychedelism"  in  your 

music? 

JLM:  I use  this  neologism  because  I play 

neither  space  music  nor  minimalism 
nor  collages.  It  is  more  of  a fusion  of 
different  elements.  In  a way,  I do  with 
sounds  what  pop-artists  did  with  col- 
ors. 

DGB:  Is  this  the  reason  why  you  collaborated 
with  some  painters  and  sculptors  Ike  A. 
Woda,  F.  Rozen? 

JLM:  Perhaps  they  had  some  influence  on 

my  work.  It  is  something  I am  going  to 
continue  in  San  Francisco  with  Ger- 
man painteT  Ulrike  Palm  bach. 

DGB:  You  know,  listening  to  your  music,  I do 
feel  influences  of  the  Latin  music. 
JLM:  Yes,  I can  say  I am  playing  a kind  of 

"sykedelik"  Latino  blues. 

Unfortunately,  there  is  no  such  thing  as  a 
music  research  center,  where  musicians  would 
be  provided  with  the  necessary  facilities  to 
explore  new  sounds.  For  that  reason,  talents  like 
Jean-Luc  Mas  are  left  to  struggle  * 
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- by  Michael  S.  Bell 

T'he  Thanksgiving  log  is  on  the  fire,  Bill 
Moyers’  PUBLIC  MIND  show  on  PBS  peels 
back  the  decrepit  skin  from  a rotten  body 
politic,  Mission  district  folk  seem  unable  to 
keep  their  litter  off  the  street,  everybody  is 
putting  braces  on  their  foundations,  the 
Giants  aren’t  getting  a decent  ballpark,  the 
Embarcadero  Freeway  has  hopefully  seen  its 
last  days,  the  Bay  Bridge  has  a bandaid 
stronger  than  before,  winter  is  upon  us  and 
the  artists  are  dealing  with  being  loony  tunes. 
Two  shows  up  currently  deal  with  the  various 
edges  of  insanity,  troubled  minds,  crushed 
emotions,  idiot  savantism  and  the  horrible 
boredom  of  normality. 

Heaven  knows,  I love  Frisco. 

Capp  Street  Project’s  new  exhibition  cen- 
ter at  270  14th  Street  is  showing  a collabora- 
tive work  called  JOHANNA  POETHIG 
AND  ARTISTS  FROM  THE  NORTH- 
EAST LODGE,  or  "Chance  and  Cir- 
cumstance: A Mental  Health  Game", 
composed  of  a video  and  installation  piece 
composed  of  a game  board  floor  size  and  a big 
mural-like  thing  and  some  smaller  framed 
works  showing  people  holding  their  heads  and 
opening  their  mouths  and  like  manner  of 
stuff,  the  floor  game  is  sort  of  like  Monopoly 
or  Risk,  you  just  go  around  and  follow  the 
words  and  see  what  you  see. 

As  an  art  exhibition  it  really  doesn’t  take 
me  anywhere  at  all.  Too  much  of  what  you 
see  there  is  disconnected  from  itself,  it  seems 
a hodge  podge  of  stuff  that  got  fitted  into  the 
mother  ship  mainly  because  there  was  room 
for  it.  But  that  floor  game  is  interesting,  com- 
plex, and  has  some  kind  of  venturesome  merit 
that  takes  time  to  sort  out.  I wish  it  had  been 
the  sole  occupant  of  the  gallery. 

The  show  is  part  of  Capp  Street  Project’s 
outreach,  I guess,  under  the  heading  of  EX- 
PERIMENTAL PROJECTS  which  provide 
four  shows  yearly  that  are  supposed  to  deal 
with  "collaboration",  non-  art  disciplines, 
anthropology,  environment,  sociology, 
psychology,  "multi-cultural",  an  other  un- 
deserved constituencies  in  the  art  context. 
Poethig  is  known  for  her  frequent  forays  into 
those  regions,  so  this  show  makes  sense  in  that 


ART  & MADNESS 


Richard  Olsen  "Repression,  The  Ultimate  Cure. 


way  if  no  other.  But  honestly,  to  only  look  at 
dealt  with.  But  one  supposes  that,  unless  it  is 
expressed  elsewhere,  the  idea  of  violent  sup- 
pression versus  gentle  negotiation  would  have 
to  find  voice  in  art. 

This  show  made  me  cringe,  it  made  me 
want  to  tear  down  walls  and  set  some  kids  free 
somewhere,  everywhere.  It  made  me 
damned  angry.  I could  feel  the  forces,  and  I 
wanted  to  eliminate  the  bosses  who  hurt  our 
children  and  who,  thereafter,  ar  responsible 
for  filling  the  government’s  jails.  Olsen  calls 
his  show  POWER  AND  VIOLENCE  IN  A 
DAY  TREATMENT  CENTER.  To  say  the 
least... 

But,  for  now,  back  to  the  Capp  Street 
show.  On  December  12th,  at  7 PM,  free  of 
charge  there  will  be  performances  by 
psychiatric  clients  from  Northeast  Lodge 
whereby  ways  to  play/use  the  board  game  will 
be  expressed  in  skit  form.  So  that  ought  to 
help  explain  what  is  going  on  there,  but  it 
won’t  help  adhere  the  disparate  parts  of  that 
presentation  beyond  that.  The  board  game  is 
worthwhile,  so  stop  by  for  the  live  stuff.  Also, 
if  interested  in  deeper  detail  than  my  feeble 
mind  can  write  on  this  page,  please  contact 
Michele  Infante  at  61-1795  to  learn  what  she 
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and  Johanna  intended. 

Lastly,  the  other  day  a "woman  of  color" 
responded  to  me  that  she  never  participated 
in  any  opportunities  that  were  created  to 
showcase  "women  of  color"  because  she  did 
not  want  to  be  pigeon-  holed  as  such.  She  is 
one  helluvan  artist,  and  she  would  not  take 
part. 

It  kind  of  made  me  sad  because  so  many 
people  and  so  much  money  is  being  extended 
out  to  attempt  exploration  of  overlooked 
areas  in  art  and  she,  like  many  others  in  her 
shoes,  would  refuse  to  involve  themselves. 
Her  idea  is  that  she  wants  to  be  known  just  as 
an  artist  like  everybody  else.  Well,  that  IS  the 
hope  of  America  (you  know,  equality  for  all, 
etc.),  but  somehow  it  hasn’t  worked  properly 
yet. 

Anyway,  the  purpose  of  mentioning  this 
here  is  that  the  three  shows  listed  above  do 
strive  to  aim  themselves  at  revealing  a broader 
spectrum  of  contemporary  aesthetics,  for  bet- 
ter or  worse.  In  that  sense  all  three  give  us 
more  than  the  originators  or  the  sponsors  im- 
agined. I wish  more  folks  who  do  qualify  for 
special  assistance  would  take  advantage  of  the 
opportunities  offered.  This  is  my  end-of-year 
the  show  without  knowing  all  of  the  above,  it 
simply  looks  like  just  another  funky  version  of 
figurative  expressionism.  It  did  not  scare  me, 
did  not  make  me  think  of  mental  health,  and 
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reminded  me  only  of  itself.  I wish  there  had 
been  more  explanation  of  the  process  which 
created  the  show. 

Anyway,  it’s  worth  seeing,  like  almost 
everything  Capp  Street  has  done  and  docs. 
It’s  up  through  January  13th.  I probably 
missed  the  point,  so  maybe  you’ll  get  it. 

Project  Artaud’s  Southern  Exposure  Gal- 
lery at  401  Alabama  has  two  shows  up  through 
December  17th  that  somehow  relate  to  the 
Capp  Street  venture.  Peter  Edlund’s  IN 
THIS  HOUSE  is  intended  to  be  a living  room 
environment  contrasting  a child’s  view  of 
family  with  an  adult’s  view  of  same.  On  the 
one  hand,  we  do  not  need  to  be  reminded  of 
that  often  bizarre  nightmare  of  big  people  im  - 
posing  themselves  and  abstract  rules  upon  the 
small.  As  a fit  topic  for  art,  I suppose  it  goes 
along  with  probing  the  outer  reaches  of  what 
we  humans  cope  with  just  to  get  by,  and  of 
course  a few  little  errors  in  early  life  can  easi- 
ly make  for  kooky  behaviors  later  on.  The  art- 
ist is  striving  to  tease  out  in  visual  terms  some 
of  the  general  issues  we  all  face  growing  up. 
One  wonders,  though,  how  much  of  what  is 
shown  in  his  painting  installation  is  more  per- 
sonal to  the  artist  than  to  us  all  in  a universal 
sense,  take  a look  for  yourself,  something  is 
bound  to  touch  a nerve. 

Further  into  the  delicate  realm  of  psychol- 
ogy goes  the  other  exhibitor  at  SEG,  Richard 
Olsen.  In  a show  based  upon  his  experiences 
as  a wprker  in  a center  for  emotionally  dis- 
turbed children  Olsen  struggles  to  handle  the 
manner  in  which  those  overseers  impose  their 
authority  on  kids. 

The  notions  of  suppression  and  submis- 
sion are  foremost  and,  frankly,  very,  very 
frustrating.  If  this  is  (and  from  personal,  ex- 
perience I can  tell  you  that  it,  in  fact,  IS)  true 
to  the  ways  adults  handle  acting  out  in  kids, 
then  no  wonder  we  have  yet  to  conquer 
violent  rape,  assault  and  other  terrible  deeds 
when  those  kids  reach  a size  to  kick  ass  on 
their  tormentors. 

This  series  of  works,  of  all  those  men- 
tioned in  this  article,  struck  me  as  the  most  ef- 
fective. Naturally,  the  question  whether  art 
should  be  used  to  convey  such  ideas  is  not 
proscription  for  a better  culture.  If  people  fail 
to  use  these  unique  chances,  then  why  should 
the  rest  of  society  bother  providing  them! 
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SOWETO,  BERLIN 


Soweto,  South  Africa.  The  most  overtly 
oppressive  society  on  earth,  where  the 
slave-driver’s  whip  is  still  the  preferred  weapon 
of  choice  for  police  crowd  control,  and  the  1953 
Separate  Amenities  Act  makes  it  legal  for  local 
councils  to  reserve  their  best  facilities,  such  as 
parks  and  libraries,  for  whites  only.  And  this 
racist  South  African  government  thrives  under 
the  guise  of  democratic  reform,  while  the  in- 
digenous population  continues  to  die  within  the 
confines  of  concentration  camp  style  shanty- 
towns. 

Berlin,  Germany.  A country  characterized 
by  severely  limited  travel,  and  sharp-shooter 
soldiers  that  aim  to  kill  any  of  its  citizens  caught 
attempting  to  escape  East  Berlin’s  restricted 
boundaries.  It  took  27  years  for  the  great  wall. 


physically  separating  the  people  from  each  other, 
to  fall.  And  it  will  take  many  more  years  for 
them  to  tear  down  the  invisible  barriers  that 
block  people  from  being  truly  free. 

Sunnydale,  San  Francisco.  The  City's 
largest  government  subsidized  low-income 
housing  project,  plagued  by  a considerable 
number  of  abandoned  units,  and  the  target  of 
stigmatizing  media  coverage  concentrating  on 
violent  youth  gang  activities  supposedly  related 
to  the  crack-cocaine  epidemic  - “Swampy  Des- 
ert”. This  is  the  place  where  some  say  the  kids 
are  armed  with  automatic  weapons;  yet  the  chil- 
dren do  battle  against  armed  po-leece  (wearing 
bullet-proof  vests)  by  throwing  bottles  and 
stones. 

The  Sunnydale  Affair  is  a schizophrenic 
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social  situation.  On  one  extreme,  there  are  these 
beautiful  people  of  all  different  colors  and  cul- 
tures, working  together  towards  making  life 
better  for  everyone,  sharing  food,  offering  sup- 
port, loving  each  other,  this  is  in  the  daytime.  At 
night,  under  the  cover  of  darkness,  the  men  in 
dark  combat-like  suits  and  white  helmets  come 
around,  prepared  to  do  battle.  They  go  from 
door  to  door  carrying  photographs  of  those 
involved  in  the  occupation  of  abandoned  units; 
they  specifically  seek  out  Spanish-speaking 
immigrants  who  may  be  in  the  country  illegally. 

Why  are  homeless  people  allowed  to  freeze 
to  death,  cold  and  alone,  when  there  are  places 
for  them  to  live  in?  Who  deserted  the  abandoned 
units  in  San  Francisco’s  low-income  housing 
projects,  and  why  is  it  taking  so  long  to  rehabili- 
tate them,  Mr.  David  Gillmore  (Executive  Di- 
rector of  San  Francisco  Housing  Authority)? 

One  common  thread  seems  to  be  running 
through  Soweto,  Berlin  and  Sunnydale,  politics 
before  people  is  the  primary  concern.  There 
is  no  legitimate  reason  for  so  many  units  of  low- 


income  housing  being  abandoned.  Homeless- 
ness is  a politically  unpopular  issue,  and  our 
society  is  just  starting  to  realize  how  serious  the 
situation  is.  The  homeless  population  in  San 
Francisco,  and  all  over  the  United  States,  are 
people  who  have  fallen  through  the  CTacks, 
people  who  are  down  so  low  that  they  can’ t even 
be  seen.  We  try  to  act  like  the  problem  doesn’t 
exist,  even  though  we  see  them  everywhere, 
huddled  in  door-ways,  walking  the  streets... 

The  time  has  come  to  put  life  before  death, 
to  put  people  before  politics.  We  must  work  to 
establish  a Homelessness  Prevention  Fund  to 
assist  those  “at-risk"  of  becoming  homeless. 
Homelessness  is  a horrible  dis  ease  that  could 
strike  you  or  your  family  next.  Let’s  prevent  it 
before  it  happens. 

by  J.  B.  Saunders 

* * * * * * * 
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RECOVERY 


- by  Mayor  Art  Agnos 


Our  city  has  made  an  amazing  recovery 
from  the  October  17th  earthquake.  I know 
all  of  you  share  my  pride  in  the  grace,  courage 
and  compassion  shown  by  the  people  of  this  city 
during  the  disaster.  I know,  too.  that  you  share 
my  gratitude  for  the  outpouring  of  contributions 
and  concern  that  are  helping  us  provide  food  and 
shelter  for  those  in  need. 

There  is  no  question  that  this  city  handled 
the  immediate  earthquake  crisis  well.  Yet  much 
remains  to  be  done. 

Earthquake  damage  in  the  city  proper  is 
estimated  at  $2.2  billion  dollars.  Of  that,  ap- 
proximately $750  million  are  direct  costs  to  the 
city. 

We  need  to  repair  1 50  city  buildings  and  72 
city  streets  at  costs  of  $388  million  and  $84 
million,  respectively.  Repairing  water  main 
damage  will  cost  another  $37  million.  In  addi- 
tion, we  have  to  meet  emergency  response  costs 
of  $20  million. 

My  administration  is  doing  its  utmost  to 
insure  we  get  maximum  reimbursement  from 
the  Federal  Emergency  Management  Agency 
(FEMA),  and  has  been  lobbying,  so  far  effec- 
tively, for  state  aid. 


Since  October  17, 1 have  met  with  President 
George  Bush,  House  Speaker  Thomas  Foley, 
Governor  George  Deukmejian,  California  Sena- 
tors Alan  Cranston  and  Pete  Wilson,  U.S.  Secre- 
tary of  Transportation  Samuel  Skinner  and  U.S. 
Secretary  of  Housing  and  urban  Development 
Jack  Kemp.  1 have  addressed  the  Slate  Legisla- 
ture and  kept  in  close  touch  with  Congress- 
women  Nancy  Pelosi  and  Barbara  Boxer  and 
members  of  the  California  Congressional  dele- 
gation. 

All  of  these  officials  have  promised  their 
cooperation,  and  we  are  hopeful  that  FEMA  will 
indeed  keep  red  tape  associated  with  reimburse- 
ment at  a minimum.  But  FEMA  won’tcover  all 
our  costs. 

The  earthquake  has  reduced  even  further  our 
limited  supply  of  affordable  housing.  We  have 
had  to  red-tag  as  uninhabitable  125  residential 
buildings  containing  1,177  units,  700  of  them 
low-and-moderate-income.  Another  344  build- 
ings containing  2,918  units  have  been  structur- 
ally damaged  to  some  degree.  About  2,000  of 
the  yellow-tag  damaged  units  are  in  the  low- 
income  rental  range. 

Secretary  Kemp  said  he  will  push  for  $200 


million  in  federal  funds  to  help  provide  and 
repair  private  sector  housing  not  covered  by 
FEMA. 

The  Stale  legislature  has  authorized  creation 
of  a $32  million  stale  loan  pool  that  will  make 
20-year  loans  available  at  3 percent  interest  to 
repair  low  and  moderate- income  rental  housing. 
If  owners  agree  to  keep  the  housing  units  afford- 
able for  the  life  of  the  loan,  the  loan  will  be 
forgiven. 

The  Department  of  Public  Works  is  testing 
unreinforccd  masonry  buildings,  and  the  Board 
of  Supervisors  adopted  legislation  to  require 
owners  of  damaged  buildings  to  secure  struc- 
tural engineering  assessments  and  make  repairs 
within  30  days.  Other  legislation  has  been 
adopted  to  insure  tenant  protections  remain  in 
force  in  damaged  buildings. 

These  are  first  steps,  but  recovery  will  not  be 
complete  until  our  roadways  are  back  to  capac- 
ity and  our  affordable  housing  slock  repaired  or 
replaced. 

We  must  also  steel  ourselves  for  aftershocks 
that  will  have  a negative  impact  on  our  city 
budget.  Our  property  and  business  tax  base  has 
been  weakened.  Tourism,  a linchpin  of  our 
economy,  has  fallen  off  since  the  quake. 

That’s  why  I have  agreed  to  the  request  of 
the  Convention  and  Visitors’  Bureau  to  lead  a 
delegation  to  cities  around  the  United  Slates  and 
abroad  to  assure  tourists  and  businesses  plan- 
ning conventions  that  our  city  is  safe  and  ready 
to  welcome  them. 

My  Office  of  Business  and  Economic  De- 
velopment and  the  Redevelopment  Agency  is 
setting  up  a $400,000  loan  pool  to  help  small 
businesses  that  suffered  quake  damage. 

I am  confident  that,  by  working  together,  our 
recovery  will  be  complete  and  as  swift  as  pos- 
sible. San  Franciscans’ response  to  last  month’s 
earthquake  has  already  showed  the  world  our 
city  is  built  on  the  strongest  bedrock  of  all — our 
sense  of  community  and  family. 
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Bring  this  coupon  to  or  store  and  receive  $1.00  OFF 
a pound  of  our  freshly  roasted  coffee. 


from 


MISSION  COFFEE  COMPANY 

1038  Valencia  St.,  SF,  (415)  826-8089 

Bring  this  ad  wilh  you.  Please,  only  one  deal  per  ad 


MISSION  STREET 
COIN  LAUNDRY 

2267  MISSION 

(between  18th  & 19th) 


Mon-Sat  8 am-8  pm 


65tf  / $4.50  MINIMUM 

DRY  CLEANING  $2  OFF 
WITH  $10  ORDER 


OPEN 
7 DAYS 
A WEEK 
Mon.  8am  - 3pm 
Fri.  8am  - 10pm 
Sat.  - Sun 
9am  - 10pm 


Seafood  & 
Grill  & 
Sandwiches  & 
Salads  & 
Espresso  & 
Chinese 
Food& 
SEM00D& 


mmm 


BOOKSTORE 


Literature  • Politics  • Art 

12/03  Miranda  Bergman,  Susan 

Greene,  Marlene  Tobias  and  Dina 
i Redman  discuss  their  art  projects  in  a 
1 Palestinian  refugee  camp.  7 pm. 

12/09  Guatemalan  Arturo  Arias  reads 
, from  Jaguar  en  llmas , 8 pm. 

12/11  Susanna  Hecht  and  Alexander 

Cockbum  discuss  the  Amazon  in, Fate 
! o^//j£^£re5r^30^7^Valencia^^ 

LIBROS  EN  ESPANOL 
Literatura  • Politica*  Arte 
DISCOS  DE  LA  NUEVA  CANCION  • 

960  VALENCIA  STREET 
SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA  941 10 
(4 IS)  202-9246 


INDUSTRIAL  WORKERS 
OF  THE  WORLD 

San  Francisco  Bay  Area 
General  Membership  Branch 

r.  O.  KM  «o*«  - 

SAN  KANCISCO.  CAUrOtNIA  9*1*0 


IVL4XSTR0M 

BOOKS 


Maelstrom  always  pays  well 
for  fine  and  unusual 
books  and  libraries. 
Open  daily  12am-  7pm 
for  spring  and  summer. 
572  Valencia  Street 
@ 17th  Street,  San  Francisco 
CA  94110(415)  863-  9933 
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CALDERA-CASTILLO 

ENTERPRISES 

• Income  Tax  Services 

• Confidential  Marriages 

• Do-it-yourself  Divorces 

• Translations 

• Notary  Public 

FLEXIBLE  HOURS  TO  MEET  YOUR  BUSY  SCHEDULE 

3315 -21st.  Street  . S.  F.,  CA  94110 

(415)  826-2599 


a 


steady  hand 


Lo^os,  • 


? 


CALL- 

L>Z&~2SSZ 

MOW/ 

es  , etc. 


GRAND  OPENING 


MISSION  DISTRICT  CALENDAR 
DECEMBER 


FRIDAY,  DECEMBER  1 

Silence  = Death  as  Republican  New  Math  is  countered  by  Silent  Nights,  silent 
performances  by  20  artists  in  coordination  with  the  World  Health  Organizations  AIDS 
Awareness  Day.  Performers  include:  The  High  Risk  Group,  Keith  Hennessy  (of 
Contraband),  Matias  Jaramillo  and  many  more  in  this  benefit  for  AIDS  Coalition  to 
Unleash  Power  (ACT-UP).  10  pm,  ATA,  992  Valencia,  $5  - $15  sliding  scale. 

Rory  McNamara,  an  Irish  country  musician,  a downhome  kind  of  guy  even  if  he 
does  have  that  odd  accent  Donation  requested.  8 pm.  Buffet  Flats,  307  Cortland. 

Local  6 Concert  in  the  last  Footwork  dance  performance  this  year  featuring  works 
from  the  fast  and  furious  to  intimate  character  portraits  from  these  Bay  Area  emerging 
artists:  Cheryl  Chaddick,  Wayne  Hazzard,  Anne  Galjour,  Ben  Carter,  Eilleen  Gorman 
and  Jo  Kreiter.  8:30,  3221  22nd  at  Mission,  $7.  824-5044. 

SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  2 

19th  Annual  KPFA  Holiday  Crafts  Fair  transforms  the  UC  Berkeley  Student 
Union  into  a magical  village  of  decorated  booths  with  all  the  crafts  and  gifts  you  can 
imagine:  blown  glass,  ceramics,  knitted  and  woven  clothes,  hand-made  boots,  lamps, 
jewelry,  all  catered  by  cooks  from  the  Shenoa  Retreat  Center  with  food  from  their 
organic  gardens.  Plus...  free  performances  by  Ed  Kelly,  The  Bobs,  Laurie  Lewis  and 
Friends,  Kitka,  and  The  Bad  Boys  Zydeco...  as  well  as  live  KPFA  radio  right  on 
location,  including  Examiner  music  critic  Phil  Elwood.  10  am  to  6 pm,  Telegraph  and 
Bancroft,  Berkeley;  $4  (children  under  12  free).  848-6767.  Also  Dec.  3,9  & 10. 

LifeAfterLife  is  a collection  of  solo  performance  pieces  centering  on  the  dual  themes 
of  life  and  death  by  students  at  New  College  who  draw  on  the  Aztec  belief  that  death  is 
merely  the  end  of  life  on  earth  rather  than  the  end  of  existence;  it's  more  like  getting  a 
Fast  Pass  to  a more  cosmic  bus  ride.  8 pm,  777  Valencia,  626-0884.  $3-$5. 

Walk  the  Walls  today  and  the  16th  as  the  Precita  Eyes  Muralists  lead  a walking  tour 
of  Mission  District  murals,  including  Balmy  Alley.  Meet  at  1:30  pm,  348  Precita  near 
Folsom.  $3  general,  $1  for  students.  285-2287. 

All-City  Super  8 Extravaganza  with  this  year-end  fest  of  the  best  of  the  Super  8 
film  scene.  Julie  Murray's  Expulsion,  Emily  Cronbach's  U is  for  Una,  Jeff  Hunt's 
Read  Meat  and  Rising,  and  Bill  Daniel's  new  opus.  8:30,  ATA,  992  Valencia,  $4. 

SUNDAY,  DECEMBER  3 

Afro-Cuban  folklore  with  the  Coro  Folklorico  Kindembo,  the  highly-acclaimed 
ensemble  using  beautiful  melodies  and  harmonies  and  virtuoso  drumming  to  perform 
religious  based  forms  such  as  Bata,  Guiro  and  Iyeza  and  secular  styles  such  as 
Guaguanco  and  Columbia.  Presented  by  John  Santos  and  Life  on  the  Water.  $8  in 
advance,  $10  at  the  door.  Building  D,  Fort  Mason.  885-2790. 

Miranda  Bergman,  Susan  Greene,  Marlene  Tobias  and  Dina  Redman  return  from  2 
1/2  months  on  the  West  Bank.  They  are  four  Jewish  American  women  who  lived  under 
occupation  in  a Palestinian  refugee  camp  and  worked  on  a variety  of  mural  and  other  art 
projects  with  Palestinians.  $3-6,  sliding  scale.  7 pm,  Modem  Times,  968  Valencia. 

MONDAY,  DECEMBER  4 

SF  Alternative  Healing  Project  begins  its  12  week  comprehensive  program 
which  treats  a small  group  of  HIV  infected  individuals  with  acupuncture,  herbs, 
massage,  chiropractic,  psychotherapy,  rebirthing,  hypnotherapy,  nutritional  counseling 
and  a support  group!  Quan  Yin  Center,  1748  Market,  861-4963.  Insurance  accepted. 

66%  Water,  Carl  Cheng’s  water  installation  consisting  of  a large  reflection  pond  and 
transitory  water  sculptures,  premiers  through  January  13.  Tonight,  Cheng  and 
Clocktower  Director  Thomas  Finkelpearl,  discuss  phenomenon-based  art,  which  uses 
kinetic  elements  that  evolve  over  time.  7 pm,  Capp  Street  Project,  270  14th,  Free. 


FOREST 


BOOKS 


Quality  Books 


Graduate  Psychology  Program  Open  House  at  New  College  of  California,  with 
three  concentrations:  Social-Clinical,  Feminist  and  Somatic  Psychology  and  Education. 
The  open  house  is  designed  for  all  with  questions  about  the  program,  application 
process,  or  issues  regarding  graduate  study  in  psychology.  6 pm,  777  Valencia. 

TUESDAY,  DECEMBER  5 

Zsuzsanna  Budapest  reads  from  and  signs  her  new  book,  The  Grandmother  of  Time. 
In  case  you  weren't  aware,  she's  a Hungarian  bom  witch  who  for  20  years  has  taught 
women  through  ritual,  books,  classes  and  lectures  about  feminism  and  its  link  to  the 
goddess.  7:30,  Old  Wives  Tales,  1009  Valencia,  821-4675.  All  welcome.  Donation. 

WEDNESDAY,  DECEMBER  6 

Southernly  brings  together  one  act  plays  from  various  countries  in  Latin  America, 
presented  by  the  Department  of  Theatre  Arts  at  SF  State.  Playwrights  include  Enrique 
Buena  Ventura  (Colombia),  Jorge  Diaz  (Chile),  Luis  Valdez  (Chicano,  USA)  and 
Osvaldo  Dragu  and  Alicia  Portonoy  (Argentina).  8 pm,  Gym  106,  Physical  Education 
Bldg,  SFSU,  1600  Holloway.  Free.  Through  Dec.  10  (Sunday  show  at  2 pm). 

THURSDAY,  DECEMBER  7 

Homeless  in  America  in  two  films:  Serving  Two  Masters , set  in  DC,  is  about  two 
old  friends,  a homeless  Episcopal  priest  and  an  executive  in  a company  doing  business 
in  South  Africa.  Directed  by  Edward  Tim  Lewis.  The  second  film,  Promises  to  Keep, 
is  a fascinating  documentary  narrated  by  Martin  Sheen  and  tells  the  story  of  homeless 
activist  Mitch  Snyder's  attempts  to  turn  a run-down  building  in  DC  into  a homeless 
shelter.  (Reagan  promised  the  building  to  Snyder,  but  he  had  to  go  on  a 51 -day  hunger 
strike  to  get  the  promise  kept.)  The  York,  2789  24th.  626-8999.  Through  Dec.  13. 


Bought 

& 

Sold 

A USED  BOOKSTORE  OF  UNCOMMON  TASTE 
SPECIALIZING  IN  NEW  AND  USED  FICTION 
AND  POETRY  IN  TRANSLATION 


Mary  Pjerrou  reads  from  her  new  novel,  COZ,  which  is  the  story  of  the  old  woman 
who  controls  the  place  where  life  and  death  meet  COZ  lives  on  a mountain  and  is  said 
to  make  lime  move  backwards  and  suck  the  living  back  to  the  womb.  All  welcome. 
7:30,  Old  Wives  Tales,  1009  Valencia,  821-4675.  All  welcome.  Donation. 

Deborah  Slater  Solos  as  performed  by  celebrated  young  artists  in  this  evening  of 
some  of  Slater's  best  known  solos:  Beneath  the  Thin  Skin,  Table  Solo,  Out  of 
Disguise,  and  Died  Suddenly  (commissioned  by  the  Los  Angeles  Cocteau  Centenary. 
8:30,  Centerspace,  2840  Mariposa.  $10.  641-0455.  Also  Dec.  8 & 9. 

FRIDAY,  DECEMBER  8 

Hans  Christian  Reumshiissel  plays  electronic  cello  with  tape  delays  (we  trust, 
though,  that  the  show,  the  evening's  raison  d'etre,  the  sole  reason  to  ride  the  24  Diviz, 
will  start  on  time).  New  music.  Donation.  8 pm,  Buffet  Flats,  307  Cortland. 


OPEN  10-6  DAILY 

3080  - 16th.  St.  ( at  Valencia) 

863-275*. 

V 


Arturo  Arias,  the  most  well-known  representative  of  contemporary  Guatemalan 
narrative,  and  twice  winner  of  the  Casa  de  las  Americas  award,  reads  in  Spanish  and 
English  from  his  latest.  Jaguar  en  llamas  - a darkly  humorous  treatment  of  Guatemalan 
history  from  the  conquest  to  the  present.  8 pm.  Modem  Times,  968  Valencia. 

SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  9 

Women's  Building  11th  Annual  Arts  & Crafts  Fair,  the  largest  juried 
women's  crafts  fair  in  the  country,  showcases  over  135  women  artists,  plus  many 
leading  entertainers  representing  the  racial,  cultural  and  ethnic  diversity  of  the  Bay  Area. 
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Entertainers  include  Judy  Fjell  and  Crystal  Reeves,  Faith  Winthrop,  Disciples  of 
Prayer,  and  many  more.  10  am  - 6 pm,  Hcrbsl  Pavilion  and  Cowell  Theatre,  Pier  2, 
Fort  Mason  Center.  431-1180.  $4.50  - $10  sliding  scale.  Also  Dec.  10.  16  & 17. 

...And  justice  for  all?  in  solidarity  with  political  prisoners,  featuring  ACLU 
attorney  and  co-chair  of  the  National  Conference  on  Black  Lawyers,  Adjoa  Aiyctoro. 
Performances  by  Swing  Shift  and  other  cultural  workers.  Sponsored  by  Freedom  Now! 
National  Campaign  For  Amnesty  and  Human  Rights  for  Political  Prisoners  in  the  U.S. 
7 pm,  Dolores  Baptist  Church,  208  Dolores  at  1 5th.  $6  - $25  donation.  995-4735. 

Jean  Luc-Mas  "Sykidelic"  blues  at  Studio  4,  2702  18th  at  York.  $3. 

More  fun  songs  for  kids  with  A Guy  Named  Howie.  Free.  2 pm,  Buffet  Flats, 
307  Cortland. 

New  experimental  works  offering  relief  and  refreshment  from  the  fin  de  siecle 
syndrome  (actually,  that's  the  end  of  the  century,  and  besides,  the  decade  doesn't  end 
until  Dec.  31,  1990,  but  these  are  merely  minor  quibbles).  Promising  works  from  the 
next  generation  of  emerging  artists:  Matthew  Day  ( Twilight  of  the  Idols),  Tom  Dailey 
( Walk  The  Dog),  and  James  MacNamara  (Pigeons).  8:30,  ATA,  992  Valencia,  $4. 

SUNDAY.  DECEMBER  10 

Latin  Jazz  with  Sexteto  Leon,  where  traditional  styles  such  as  Danzon,  Fumba, 
and  Mambo  meet  head-on  with  Jazz  and  improvisation.  Presented  by  John  Santos  and 
Life  on  the  Water.  $8  advance,  $10  at  the  door.  Building  D,  Fort  Mason.  885-2790. 

Vivaldi  concert  featuring  Jean  Luc-Mas  with  Rus  Steiner,  conductor.  4 pm. 
Community  Music  Center,  554  Capp. 

MONDAY.  DECEMBER  11 

Susanna  Hecht  and  Alexander  Cockburn  joined  forces  to  write  The  Fate  of  the 
Forest:  Developers,  Destroyers  and  Defenders  of  the  Amazon,  an  explosive  narrative 
history  of  the  Amazon,  its  rainforest  and  its  people.  Join  these  two  authors  at  a special 
presentation  at  New  College.  7:30  pm,  777  Valencia. 

TUESDAY,  DECEMBER  12 

Fear  of  Falling:  The  Inner  Life  of  the  Middle  Class,  Barbara  Ehrenreich’s  work 
focusing  on  the  supposed  identity  crisis  of  the  middle  class  and  its  leadership  vacuum, 
is  the  topic  of  this  Radical  Women's  meeting.  Come  hear  what  socialist  feminists 
think  of  this  perspective.  A delicious  home  cooked  meal  served  at  6:45  pm  ($5 
donation);  the  meeting  is  at  7:30.  523 A Valencia  at  16th.  864-1278. 

FRIDAY,  DECEMBER  15 

Xmas  in  El  Rio  as  you're  invited  to  don  you  now  that  gay  apparel  in  a drag  show  to 
benefit  People  With  AIDS  Xmas  Dinner.  10  pm,  El  Rio,  3158  Mission.  Donations. 
(And  there  will  be  no  weasel  faced  doorman.) 

J.C.  Hopkins,  folksinger  and  leader  of  the  group  Flophouse,  which  is  not  the 
Agnos'  Team  Housing  Authority  House  band.  8 pm,  Buffet  Flats,  307  Cortland.  $2. 

SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  16 

Cartoonist  Spain  Rodriquez  is  on  hand  to  draw  and  answer  questions  about  his 
work  (which  includes  Underground  cartoons  and  murals  with  the  Galeria  De  La  Raza 
and  outside  Tommy’s  Joynt.)  1 to  4,  Cartoon  Art  Museum,  665  3rd  St.  546-3922. 

Holiday  Party  sponsored  by  Operation  Concern's  Gay  and  Lesbian  Outreach  to 
Elders  (GLOE);  celebrate  the  holiday  season  with  friends,  great  refreshments  and  lots  of 
fun.  1-3  pm,  1853  Market;  626-7000. 


285-6689 


Experience  the  excitement  of  Capoeira, 
an  Incredible  martial  art /dance  form 
accompanied  by  live  Afro-Brazilian 
rhythms.  Open  to  all  levels. 


Beginners  classes  with  Master  Preguiga: 
Tues,  Thurs  7:30-9  at  Third  Wave  Studio. 
J>4th  Street  and  Mission. 

Fri  5:30-7.  Sat  4-8  at  333  Dolores  (by  16th). 


WEDNESDAY,  DECEMBER  20 


106s  Valencia  St.  (btwn  21st  & 22nd)  550-6601 


Legal  Clinic  for  Gay/Lesbian  Seniors  to  discuss  legal  concerns  (wills,  power  of 
attorney),  with  an  attorney  from  Legal  Assistance  to  the  Elderly.  Co-sponsored  by 
Operation  Concern.  Free,  but  by  appointment  only.  10  am  to  noon.  Call  626-7000. 


SUNDAY,  DECEMBER  31 

Bajone's  New  Year's  Eve  fete  with  live  music  from  Synthesis,  party  favors,  and 
free  champagne  (1 1:30  to  midnight).  Advance:  $20  per  person,  $35  per  couple.  Door: 
$25  per  person,  $45  per  couple.  1062  Valencia  near  22nd.  282-2522. 

Ground  Xmas  as  the  City  holds  its  third  annual  Treecycling.  Bring  your  tree  to  one 
of  the  6 dropoff  locations,  watch  it  get  ground  into  mulch,  and  imagine  it's  the  credit 
card  you  used  this  entire  month!  At  some  of  the  locations,  tree  seedlings  will  be 
exchanged  for  the  trees.  10  am  to  4 pm;  call  554-6193.  Also  January  7. 

MONDAY,  JANUARY  1 

Welcoming  the  New  Year  with  Margo  Adair;  start  the  90's  off  with  powerful 
vision  and  align  your  energies  with  your  goals.  Join  in  meditation  and  circles.  Sliding 
scale.  Space  limited  (you  must  preregister).  Call  861-6838. 


ONGOING 

Lodz  Ghetto  traces  the  tragic  story  of  the  two  hundred  thousand  Jews  from  the  Polish 
city  of  Lodz  who  were  forced  into  a city  within  barbed  wire,  worked  as  slaves,  starved 
and  sent  off  in  waves  to  the  concentration  camps.  This  film  bridges  documentary  and 
narrative,  and  stars  David  Warrilow  (Radio  Days),  Nicholas  Krepros  (Amadeus),  and 
Lodz  bom  novelist  Jerzy  Kosinski.  The  Roxie,  through  Dec.  12.  863-1087. 

Mental  Health  Art  with  Change  and  Circumstance:  A Mental  Health  Game  as 
artists  from  the  Northeast  Lodge  Mental  Health  facility  have  created  individual  works, 
murals,  video  and  a room  size  mental  health  version  of  Monopoly  (Go  to  hell  - do  not 
pass  Go,  do  not  collect  money  cut  out  of  the  Deukmejian  budget).  Curated  by  muralist 
Johanna  Poethig,  it  runs  to  Jan.  13.  Capp  Street  Project,  270  14th  St.,  626-7747. 


Frisco  100!  small  work  exhibition  of  a cross-section  of  accessible,  affordable  art. 
Alligator  Gallery,  924  Valencia,  695-0845  through  Dec.  24. 

Calendar  listings  are  free  to  all  Mission  organizations;  $5  for  outsider  mentions. 


s 


■\ 


MACONDO  CAFE 

CULTURAL 

3159  - 16th  Street 

COFFEE  ESPRESSO 


Home  Made  Soup,  Sandwiches  and  Salads 

OPEN  DAILY  SUNDAY  1 1:00  - 7:00 
11:00-  10:00 


v. 


Cultural  Evenings 


2118  Mission  & 17  Streets 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
Telephone:  (415)  552-4393 

TUE.  - FRI.  8-10 
SAT.  & SUN.  9 — 1 ( 


The  Clarion  is 
under  new  management, 
ome  and  enjoy  the  space 

Come  & enjoy  Espressos 
daily  pastries,  breakfast,  lunch , 
dinner  and  our  daily  specials! 

e 

LIVE  MUSIC 
EVERY  SATURDAY 

AT  7 PM  s 


SYKEDELIK  BLUES 

BY  JEAN  LUC  MAS 

WEDS.  6,  13,  20,  27 

8 pm 


y 
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SAN  FRANCISCO 
AUTO  REPAIR  CENTER 

FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  AUTO  REPAIRS 

• Dependable  Work- 
Honest  Prices 

• Basic  Auto  Repair  Classes 

• A Community-Oriented 
People's  Garage 

• Men  A Women  Mechanics 

• Official  California  Smog  Station 


415/285-8588 


Now  Ojf 

7 DaVs 


The 
Natural 

Walter.  QUARTS 

A nibrosia  $1.79 

Cranberry  $1.89 
Raspberry 


611  Florida  Si 
(Near  18th  St ) 
San  Francisco  94110 


Westsoy  liters 
$1 


77*iW  __ 

^ i t~jw  ~4~~'  j® 

ORGANIC  Multi-grain  1.69 
Lemonade  Buckwheat  2.02 
$189  & Blue  Corn  1.94 

Pancake  Mixes 

M,A^A> 


Shady  iMapIc  I 

ORGANIC  PURE 
8.5  OZ.  $2.29  MAPLE 
Grade  "A”  qvriid 
Bulk  Grade  "B"b 
Reg.2.54  SALE  1.99  lb. 


A sale  1.69 

1 If  L bhot  or  mild  reg.1.99 


RAINBOW 
GROCERY  INC. 

A Collective 

1899  Mission  Street 
at  15th 


ALL  TYPES  OF 

CONTACT  LENSES  INCLUDING: 

• EXTENDED  WEAR 
• ASTIGMATIC 
• TINTED  SOFT  LENSES 
• GAS  PERMEABLE  HARD  LENSES 


DESIGNER  EYEGLASSES 
NO  LINE  BIFOCALS 
FACETED  LENSES 


OR.  BARRY  M.  SMITH 

eye  examinations  Medi-Cal  Insurance : 

861-6611  ,s, 

3199  16th  at  Guerrero  San  Francisco 


Sene 
Business 
ffiiachines 

TYPEWRITERS 
IBM  - SCM 

CALCULATORS  . SUPPLIES 


Open:  Monday  to  Friday 
9:00  AM  - 5:00  PM 
Saturdays  8:30  AM  -3.00PM 


OFFICE  EQUIPMENT 
(415)  431-6383 

2657  Mission  St.-  San  Francisco, CA  94110 


LMANAC:  The  nights  are  getting  longer 
and  longer.  By  December  21,  the  Winter 
Solstice  in  the  Northern  Hemisphere,  the 
nights  will  be  almost  twice  as  long  as  the  days. 
The  power  of  the  Solstice  has  been  honored 
by  countless  generations  of  wizards  and 
magicians.  For,  on  this  night,  the  light  begins 
to  return,  the  Child  of  Light  is  born,  the 
mysterious  darkness  is  conquered  for  another 
year.  Traditions  suggest  that  keeping  a fire 
burning  all  night  long  on  the  21st  will  insure 
the  return  of  the  Light  for  the  New  Year. 
Merry  Solstice  to  all  of  you! 

ARIES  (MAR  21  - APR  19):  Business 
success  has  come  only  by  way  of  a major 
change  in  your  values;  this  month  you  begin 
to  realise  that  this  revolution  will  reach  much 
farther  intoyour  personal  life  than  just  toyour 
checkbook.  Many  of  your  old  morals  and 
ethics  are  depressingly  immature;  your  old 
religious  ideas  are  based  on  a myopic 
misunderstanding  of  others.  It’s  time  to  take 
a quantum  leap  up  onto  a new  level  of 
philosophical  coherence.  A good  long  vaca- 
tion to  someplace  far  away  will  provide  the  at- 
mosphere necessary  for  such  radical  changes. 

TAURUS  (APR  20  - MAY  20):  Funny 
that  sex  should  be  such  an  integral  part  of  your 
holiday  celebration,  but  cuddling  close  by  the 
fire  with  someone  you  dearly  love  can  be  an 
awesome  physical  turn-on  for  you.  Don’t  be 
afraid  to  admit  that  you  just  want  to  lounge 
around  in  the  luxury  you’ve  worked  so  hard  to 
earn.  Warm  sheets  and  soft  flesh  will  make  a 
lot  more  sense  than  traffic  jams  and  frenzied 
shopping.  Demand  the  absolute  total  atten- 
tion of  your  lover  all  month  long. 

GEMINI  (MAY  21  - JUN  20):  The 
holiday  season  forces  you  to  deal  with  tradi- 
tions which  you  would  otherwise  despise. 
Whenever  the  masses  start  rushing  in  one 
direction,  you  generally  find  a way  to  go  in  the 
opposite  direction.  This  year  you  should  care- 
fully avoid  contradictory  attitudes;  you  should 
completely  surrender  to  the  choices  made  by 
your  companion.  As  strange  as  it  may  see  this 
is  a once-in-a-lifetime  opportunity  to  enjoy  a 
real  old-  fashioned  celebration.  Flow  with  the 
crowds  for  a belter  time. 

CANCER  (JUN  21  - JUL  22):  Your  busi- 
ness is  going  to  boom  all  throughout  Decem- 
ber. Whatever  you  make  or  do  will  be 
tremendously  popular,  and  so  you  should  be 
prepared  to  make  and  do  a lot  of  it.  Double 
or  triple  your  success  by  hiring  close  friends  to 
help  with  the  increase  in  orders.  And  if  your 
lover  is  willing,  put  him/her  in  charge  of  the 
advertising  and  distribution  while  you  handle 
contracts  and  billing.  Save  every  penny  you 
make  for  a major  travel  adventure  next  spring. 

LEO  (JUL  23  - AUG  22):  The  holidays 
will  be  no  fun  unless  you  make  a sincere  effort 
to  be  absolutely  truthful  with  your  family.  For 
months  you’ve  been  hiding  incredibly  impor- 
tant information  from  them  in  a vain  attempt 
to  protect  them  from  some  imaginary  pain  or 
suffering.  Your  relationship  can  no  longer  be 
based  on  this  deception.  Stop  acting  like  a 
frightened  child  and  give  your  family  the 
privilege  of  handling  their  own  feelings.  The 
holidays  will  be  much  happier  if  you  follow  this 
advice. 

VIRGO  (AUG  23  - SEP  22):  Call  all  the 
relatives  over  to  your  house  this  holiday 
season  and  renew  your  role  as  the  "spirit  of 
Joy"  in  this  family  which  has  been  rocked  with 
trauma  and  tragedy.  Refuse  to  get  bogged 
down  in  the  problems  and  pains;  let  your  heart 
shine  forth  with  brilliant  love  and  unlimited 
compassion  all  month  long.  Share  your 
favorite  recipes  and  pass  around  lots  of  little 
meaningful  gifts.  For  the  time  being,  let 


everyone  in  the  family  depend  on  you.  Make 
a safe  haven  for  them  all. 

LIBRA  (SEP  23  - OCT  22):  Except  for 
one  or  two  hifallutin  holiday  parties,  you 
should  expect  this  season  to  be  jolly  in  a most- 
ly private  way.  There’s  a major  demand  on 
your  time  by  housemates  and  family,  and  you 
may  have  to  hide  the  fact  that  you  are  on  the 
verge  of  making  a big  move  after  the  first  of 
the  year.  Carefully  monitor  your  economic 
situation  this  month  because  you  will  need  the 
extra  savings  to  get  1990  off  to  a decent  start. 
If  anybody  asks,  what  you  want  for  Christmas 
is  stuff  for  your  new  home. 

SCORPIO  (OCT  23  - NOV  22):  The 
holiday  season  is  a real  boon  for  you  every 
year,  and  this  year  you  can  make  more  money 
than  ever  before.  Divide  your  products  and 
services  into  two  categories:  some  priced  inex- 
pensively for  thrifty  shoppers  and  friends, 
some  priced  highly  for  th  rich  and  exclusive 
types.  Work,  work  work  and  save,  save,  save. 
You  won’t  have  much  time  to  sit  by  the 
yuletide  fire  with  your  lover  until  after  New 
Years.  But  then  you  can  relax  and  enjoy 
yoursleves  in  the  quiet  peace  of  winter. 

SAGITTARIUS  (NOV  23  - DEC  21): 
Having  to  share  your  birthday  with  all  the 
holiday  madness  is  enough  to  make  you  want 
to  run  away.  Pack  up  a few  warm  clothes,  grab 
on  to  your  lover,  and  escape  to  a little  cabin  in 
the  wilderness  where  your  privacy  is  guaran- 
teed. You  must  avoid  the  .hysteria  of  the 
holidays  this  year;  participating  in  the  annual 
travesty  is  simply  too  ironic  and  cynical.  You 
want  to  protect  tender  memories  from  last 
year  instead  of  losing  them  in  the  commercial 
confusion.  Ponder,  ponder. 

CAPRICORN  (DEC  22  - JAN  19): 
Many  friends  whose  lives  have  been  shattered 
by  unexpected  changes  will  turn  to  you  during 
this  holiday  season,  and  you  will  find  enough 
love  in  your  heart  to  protect  and  support  every 
single  one  of  them.  Your  jolly  lack  of  concern 
about  life’s  hardships  will  be  welcome  relief  to 
those  who  have  lost  their  most  precious  pos- 
sessions to  a streak  of  bad  luck.  Laugh  a lot, 
eat  a lot,  play  a lot  and  love  a lot.  It’s  your  turn 
to  be  Santa  Claus. 

AQUARIUS  (JAN  20  - FEB  18):  The 
holiday  social  scene  will  be  extremely  intrigu- 
ing this  year;  be  prepared  to  be  razzled  and 
dazzled  in  the  spotlight  of  public  recognition. 
Immensely  powerful  people  in  the  community 
have  decided  that  they  want  you  to  lead  their 
parade  into  the  new  decade,  and  they  will 
leave  you  no  room  to  refuse.  Cheer  up.  Even 
though  some  of  these  politicians  are  of  the 
lowest  type,  they  are  opening  doors  which  you 
can  later  slam  in  their  faces.  Use  present 
power  dramatically. 

PISCES  (FEB  19  - MAR  20):  The  holiday 
season  is  the  crowning  glory  to  a year’s  work 
of  enduring  hard  work.  You  will  be  called 
before  the  community  to  receive  its  highest 
awards;  your  name  and  your  picture  will  be 
spread  across  the  media  for  all  to  honor.  Put 
on  your  finest  duds  and  polish  off  that  magi- 
cal smile  of  yours.  Put  on  your  finest  duds  and 
polish  off  that  magical  smile  of  yours.  Nobody 
wants  to  hear  about  any  secret  problems  or 
false  humility.  It’s  time  to  puff  up  your  ego  to 
its  grandest  proportions.  Don’t  be  afraid  to 
admit  that  you've  done  a great  job! 
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FRANK  GETS  A JOB  ! ! ! ! 


At  the  risk  of  ruining  my  near-spotless  repu- 
tation, I must  confess  the  awful  truth:  for 
three  weeks  in  November  I,  Frank  Deadbeat, 
actually  held  a Job.  Eight  to  five,  Monday 
through  Friday,  I rode  BART  between  the  finan- 
cial hives  of  San  Francisco  and  Oakland,  relay- 
ing packages  for  a bike  messenger  company 
while  the  Bay  Bridge  was  under  repair. 

I’d  like  to  be  able  to  report  that  the  experi- 
ence was  pure  hell,  like  99.9%  of  all  jobs  with 
which  the  synergistic  inferno  of  capitalism  en- 
slaves us,  but  actually  it  was...  well,  it  was  okay. 
I got  a lot  of  reading  done  — seven  or  eight 
books,  mostly  *50’s  science  fiction  (some  of 
which  I saw  come  true  in  the  Embarcadero 
Centers,  a.k.a.  Alphavillc). 

I made  some  money,  paid  some  debts. 
Checked  out  gaggles  of  financial  hive  slave- 
babes,  all  moussed  and  trussed  and  miserable 
the  way  I like  'em.  In  fact,  the  experience 
deepened  my  pity  for  the  thousands  of  drones 
and  workers  marching  zombie-like  through  those 
labyrinthine  canyons,  with  their  hard,  blank 
faces  and  their  spirits  bent  from  bowing  to  the 
golden  Mammon. 

I thought  of  pictures  that  I’ve  seen  of  rain 
forest  pygmies  who  work  for  only  1 2 hours  a 
week  to  provide  themselves  all  they  need.  I 
remembered  the  happy  faces  I saw  in  those 
pictures,  and  contrasted  them  to  the  grim  and 
ghostly  masks  floating  down  Montgomery  and 
Sansome  Streets,  while  the  rain  forest  burned... 

Now,  let’s  get  something  straight.  People 
are  real.  The  earth  is  real.  Food  and  other 
resources  we  can  coax  from  the  earth  are  real. 
Our  finite  time  on  this  earth,  relatively  speaking, 
is  real.  But  money  is  only  an  arbitrary  symbol 
whose  worth,  or  meaning,  is  dictated  “from 
above".  It  is  a hoax,  a fiction,  a lie  — and  to  this 
lie,  we  subordinate  all  that  is  truly  real  in  life. 
We  give  our  souls  away,  hour  by  hour,  for  the 
privilege  of  wearing  a designer  copy  of  the 
Emperor’s  grey  suit.  George  Zimmer  guaran- 
tees it. 

The  science  fiction  writers  of  the  50’s  knew, 
as  everyone  should  know,  that  technology  can 


make  it  possible  to  feed,  clothe  and  house  every 
human  being  on  the  planet  without  anyone  having 
to  suffer  the  indignity  of  spending  forty  hours  a 
week  doing  something  they  hate.  Forty  years 
later,  we  have  that  technology.-  We  can  elimi- 
nate wage  slavery.  We  have  resources  for  ev- 
eryone to  live  a decent  life.  Is  it  possible,  mother 
words,  for  us  to  come  full  circle,  to  work  when 
we  want  and  play  when  we  want  like  the  pyg- 
mies, albeit  with  thecivilized  amenities  technol- 
ogy provides.  (Of  course,  we’d  have  to  learn 
how  to  play  again.) 

So  why  don’t  we?  Two  reasons:  1)  The 
corporate  profit  motive,  which  requires  contin- 
ual and  senseless  “growth",  and  2)  The  Protes- 
tant Work  Ethic,  which  requires  technology  to 
make  work  rather  than  eliminate  it.  What  keeps 
it  all  going  is  a little  something  the  Madison 
Avenue  guys  cooked  up:  consumerism. 

Unlike  most  other  "isms",  consumerism  has 
no  aim  other  than  to  perpetuate. itself,  yet  some- 
how it  manages  to  justify  (to  itself)  the  rape  of 
the  planetary  resources  and  the  continuing  en- 
slavement of  the  human  race  by  pointing  to  “our 
high  standard  of  living",  as  if  what  is  real  owed 
its  existence  solely  to  the  monetary  fiction! 
Resources  are  stripped  at  an  ever-accelerating 
pace  in  order  to  satisfy  an  ever- titillated  appetite 
for  manufactured  unnecessities  of  "life”,  and  to 
provide  unnecessary  jobs  so  that  the  slaves  can 
afford  to  buy  those  unnecessities.  It’s  like  the 
snake  eating  its  own  tail. 

So,  friends,  here's  my  plan:  beginning  with 
the  upcoming  consumer  holidays,  just  STOP  IT. 
Glut  yourselves  on  consumer  goods  all  you  want 
— you  deserve  it  — it’s  all  yours  anyway  — but 
DON’TGOBACKTO  WORK  IN  1990!  STAY 
HOME!  MAKE  LOVE!  CLAIM  YOUR 
BIRTHRIGHT!  And  when  the  boss  calls  up  on 
January  2nd  to  ask  you  where  the  hell  you  are. 
tell  him  (or  her)  you  have  a note  form  Dr. 
Deadbeat  excusing  you  from  slavery. 

by  Frank  Deadbeat 

* * * * * * 
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